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What’s at stake in the most consequential
European election of the year?
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Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban is facing the
most serious threat to his power in decades, in an
election that’s drawn in the EU, US, and Ukraine. RT
explores the players, the stakes, and the dirty tricks
shaping the Hungarian election.

We’ve delved into the election in our ‘Battle for
Hungary’ series, but if you’ve just joined us, here’s
what you need to know:
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When is the
Hungarian
election?

Hungarians go to
the polls on
Sunday, April 12,
to elect all 199
members of the
National
Assembly.
Elections are held
every four years in
Hungary, and take place over a single round on a
single day. Results are typically known within hours of
polls closing.

How many people will vote?

There are roughly 8.2 million registered voters in
Hungary, and between 2006 and 2022, voter turnout
typically ranged between 61% and 69.59%, according
to data from the country’s National Election O�ice.
The last election, in 2022, saw a record turnout of
69.59%.

Around 91,000 Hungarian citizens have registered to
vote from abroad, with a signi�cant number living in
Ukraine’s Transcarpathia region.

Who’s running for election in Hungary?

More than a dozen parties have put candidates
forward, but the election is essentially a showdown
between two: Orban’s Fidesz, and Peter Magyar’s
Tisza.

Subscribe to RT
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Orban has been in power since 2010, and is seeking
a �fth consecutive term in o�ice. His Fidesz party and
its Christian Democrat partners currently hold 135 out
of 199 seats in the National Assembly.

Orban is known for his conservatism, drawing the ire
of the EU for refusing to accept non-European asylum
seekers and banning LGBTQ propaganda. He’s also
known for his program of economic nationalism –
known as ‘Orbanomics’ – and for his criticism of the
EU’s �nancial and military support for Ukraine. Orban
has blocked multiple rounds of sanctions on Russia,
relenting only after securing exemptions that have
allowed Hungary to continue purchasing Russian
energy, and is currently vetoing a €90 billion ($105
billion) debt-�nanced EU loan package for Kiev.

A former member of Fidesz, Magyar resigned from
the party in 2024 and joined the ranks of Tisza, a
party that had languished in obscurity since its
founding four years beforehand. While embroiled in
two legal cases – one in which he testi�ed about
alleged corruption in Orban’s government, and

Viktor Orban speaks during a campaign rally in Pecel, Hungary, March 28,
2026 ©  Getty Images;  Balint Szentgallay

Peter Magyar speaks during a rally of the Tisza Party in Budapest,
Hungary, March 15, 2026 ©  Getty Images;  Balint Szentgallay
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another in which he was accused of domestic abuse
by his ex-wife, former Justice Minister Judit Varga –
Magyar was elected to the European Parliament that
year, along with six other Tisza MEPs.

Magyar describes himself as center-right, and hopes
to mend Budapest’s ties with Brussels should he win.
Repairing relations with the EU is critical to Magyar’s
economic platform – an ambitious program of public
spending that entirely depends on Brussels unlocking
nearly €20 billion in frozen funds. Magyar has not
publicly supported or opposed the EU’s Ukraine loan,
and his positions on immigration and social issues
remain ambiguous.

What do the polls say?

Magyar’s Tisza is currently leading Fidesz by 49
points to 39, according to an aggregate compiled by
Politico. However, individual opinion polls vary wildly,
depending on the political alignment and funding of
the pollsters.

For example, a poll by the 21 Research Center, which
is �nanced by the European Commission, shows
Tisza leading Fidesz by 19 points. Another by the
opposition-linked Median shows Magyar’s party 23
points ahead of Orban’s. Conversely, a poll by the
Center for Fundamental Rights – a conservative think
tank – places Fidesz eight points ahead of Tisza.

Politico has reported that “many” EU leaders secretly
believe an Orban victory is “likely.” Hungarian EU
A�airs Minister Janos Boka thinks that the disparity
between public surveys and private sentiment is no

A Hungarian polling aggregate compiled by Politico
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accident, and that by skewing polls, Magyar and his
supporters in Brussels are “building the narrative that
if they lose the election, then this is an illegitimate
result.”

Who is interfering in the Hungarian
election?

In the weeks
leading up to the
election,
allegations of
interference –
proven and
unproven – have
come from all
sides. Last month,
opposition
journalist Szabolcs
Panyi accused
Russia of sending
“political technologists” to Budapest to swing the
election for Orban, without explaining how they
planned on doing this. The report – which was
attributed to nameless EU spies and published by an
EU-funded outlet – was taken by Brussels as proof
that Russia planned to meddle with the vote, and
used to justify the bloc’s own interference, in this case
the activation of its online censorship tools in
Hungary.

Panyi became embroiled in an election meddling
scandal of his own when it emerged that he had
collaborated with EU intelligence agents – possibly
the same sources who fed him the ‘Russian
interference’ story – to wiretap Hungarian Foreign
Minister Peter Szijjarto. The wiretap revealed
conversations between Szijjarto and Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov. Szijjarto insisted that having
these conversations is part of his job as the EU’s
longest-serving foreign minister, and that the positions
expressed in these calls – opposition to sanctions on
Russia and disdain for Brussels bureaucrats – are
already well known.

Read more: Battle for Hungary:
The Ukraine connection
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Ukraine has stuck its thumb on the scales too. Kiev
has refused to restart the �ow of Russian oil through
the Druzhba pipeline, which carries Russian oil to
Hungary and Slovakia via Ukraine, claiming that the
pipeline was damaged in a Russian air raid in
January. Orban maintains that Druzhba is operational,
and that Ukrainian leader Vladimir Zelensky is
keeping it closed in order to drive up energy costs in
Hungary and hamper his reelection campaign. Kiev
has also trained spies working within Magyar’s party,
according to Hungarian security authorities.

Why is the Hungarian election so important
to the EU and Ukraine?

For the EU, the
election presents a
chance to remove
a persistent thorn
in its side,
accelerate its
transition away
from Russian
energy imports,
and clear the way
for a massive cash
infusion for
Ukraine. For Kiev,
the latter concern
is existential: the €90 billion EU loan package vetoed
by Hungary equals almost half of the bloc’s total
contributions to Ukraine since 2022, and will cover
two-thirds of the country’s expenditure for the next two
years.

Why was J.D. Vance in Budapest?

US President Donald Trump is an ideological ally of
Orban, and dispatched Vice President J.D. Vance to
Hungary on April 7 in a show of support for the
Hungarian prime minister. Over multiple public
appearances with Orban, Vance railed against EU
and Ukrainian interference in the election, calling their
combined e�orts “one of the worst examples of
foreign election interference that I have ever seen.”

Read more: Battle for Hungary:
How the Russiagate blueprint has
been unleashed against Orban
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Vance also saved his most scathing criticism for
Zelensky, hammering the Ukrainian leader’s
“preposterous” threat to send soldiers to Orban’s
house over Hungary’s vetoing of the EU loan
package.

However, Vance was accused of election interference
by Tisza and EU o�icials. After the US VP described
Orban as “the single profound leader in Europe on the
question of energy security and independence” and
said that he would “help as much as I can possibly
help” to get him reelected, the European Commission
announced that it would “convey our concerns” about
the visit to Washington.

“I would like to point out, since Vance is complaining
about the EU’s alleged interference in the election,
that the US vice president was in Hungary just a few
days before the election. This fact alone speaks for
itself as to who is interfering,” German government
spokesman Sebastian Hille told reporters on April 8.

Speaking to RT, former Austrian Foreign Minister
Karin Kneissl described the election as a “proxy war”
between Washington and Brussels, with the EU willing
to “paralyze” Hungary (by refusing to pressure
Zelensky to reopen the Druzhba pipeline) in order to
oust Orban, and the US “cultivating resistance”
against the bloc by supporting him.



EXPLAINER QUESTIONMORE
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You can share this story on social media:

Please check our commenting policy. If you have
questions or suggestions feel free to send them to
feedback@rttv.ru.
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Netanyahu slams Spain for
‘defaming’ IDF ‘heroes’

The move comes after Madrid accused
Israel of breaching a cease�re with
“indiscriminate bombings” in Lebanon
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Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. ©  Taylor Hill/Getty Images

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has lashed
out at Spain over what he described as repeated
opposition to Israel and the “defaming” of the military
after Madrid slammed the IDF over the recent strikes
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in Lebanon.

In a video address on Friday, Netanyahu said he
ordered Spain’s expulsion from the US-backed
coordination center in Kiryat Gat that oversees the
Gaza cease�re, calling it punishment for opposing
Israel.

“Israel will not remain silent in the face of those who
attack us. Spain has defamed our heroes, IDF
soldiers – the soldiers of the most moral army in the
world,” Netanyahu said. “Spain has chosen repeatedly
to stand against Israel… I do not intend to allow any
country to wage a diplomatic war against us without
paying an immediate price.”

Spanish o�icials, including Prime Minister Pedro
Sanchez, have been among the most vocal critics of
the US-Israeli war against Iran, warning that further
escalation would bring severe humanitarian and
economic consequences. Last month, Spain closed
its airspace to US aircraft linked to the war and
permanently withdrew its ambassador from Israel,
downgrading ties.

Spain has also
condemned the
Israeli strikes on
Lebanon on April 8
– just hours after a
two-week US-Iran
cease�re was
announced –
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accusing the IDF
of violating
international law and breaching the truce.

The strikes – called ‘Operation Eternal Darkness’ –
lasted ten minutes, but are considered the most
intense aerial assault since the broader US-Israel war
against Iran began on February 28. The IDF said it hit
around 100 Hezbollah targets and killed over 180
militants. The Lebanese authorities said at least 357
people, mostly civilians, were killed and more than
1,223 were wounded.

Following the strikes, Sanchez slammed Netanyahu’s
“contempt for life and international law,” calling it
“intolerable” and urging Brussels to suspend the EU
association agreement with Israel. Foreign Minister
Jose Manuel Albares echoed the criticism, calling the
strikes a “shame for the conscience of humanity” and
accusing the IDF of “indiscriminate bombings”
targeting civilians under the guise of �ghting
Hezbollah.

Further angering
Israel, Albares
announced on
Thursday the
reopening of the
Spanish Embassy
in Tehran and the
return of its
ambassador – a
move he said is
aimed at helping to

de-escalate the war and support the peace talks in
Pakistan.

Senior Iranian and US negotiators are in Islamabad
for what Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
called a “make-or-break moment” to turn the fragile
cease�re into a broader deal.

Iranian Parliament Speaker Mohammad Bagher
Ghalibaf, leading Tehran’s delegation, said he arrived
with goodwill tempered by deep mistrust, noting that

READ MORE: NATO member
closes airspace to US planes
involved in war on Iran
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the US attacked Iran “twice within less than a year”
during negotiations. US Vice President J.D. Vance,
leading the American team, said he expects
productive talks but warned Iran not to “play” the US.

You can share this story on social media:

Please check our commenting policy. If you have
questions or suggestions feel free to send them to
feedback@rttv.ru.

US agrees to unfreeze Iranian
funds abroad – media

Assets previously blocked by Washington
by various means reportedly total more
than $100 billion
Published 11 Apr, 2026 14:03

A billboard regarding the US and Iran talks outside a media facilitation
center, Islamabad, Pakistan, April 11, 2026. ©  AP Photo/Anjum Naveed

Washington has agreed to release frozen Iranian
assets held in Qatar and other foreign jurisdictions, a
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