
No fast-track EU membership for
Ukraine – Merz
Kiev has repeatedly demanded a set date for its accession
Published 25 Apr, 2026 12:37 | Updated 26 Apr, 2026 06:42

German Chancellor Friedrich
Merz has ruled out Ukraine’s
immediate accession to the
European Union, instead calling
for a phased approach to
integration, Agence France-
Presse (AFP) reported on Friday.

Earlier this week, Bloomberg
cited an unnamed EU o�icial as
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German Chancellor Friedrich Merz ©  Johannes Simon/Getty Imagessaying that leaders had signaled
preliminary conditions are in
place for Ukraine to begin the �rst stage of the membership process, with talks potentially
starting in the coming weeks or months.

“It is clear to everyone that an immediate accession of Ukraine to the EU is, of course, not
possible,” Merz said as cited by the news agency after an EU summit in Cyprus. “I also
want to enable closer integration into the European institutions, for example through
participation in European councils without voting rights.” 

The comment comes as European Council President Antonio Costa and European
Commission President Ursula von der Leyen, in a joint statement, called for immediate
“opening of negotiation clusters” on Ukraine’s EU membership.

At the same time, Ukraine’s Vladimir Zelensky rejected any lesser form of membership,
insisting on full accession and saying his country is “defending common European values.”
He has repeatedly urged Brussels to set a concrete date, arguing it should come no later
than 2027.

Merz already characterized Zelensky’s goal of
membership by 2027 as “not possible” earlier this
year, saying that Ukraine needs �rst to stabilize its
institutions and economy and root out corruption.

Von der Leyen, who granted Ukraine candidate
status within weeks of its 2022 application, has
previously rejected the idea of setting a �rm date,
telling Zelensky in February: “From our side,
dates by themselves are not possible.”

The country’s accession has been consistently opposed by Slovakia and by Hungary under
the outgoing government of Viktor Orban. They argue that Ukrainian membership could
draw the EU into an open con�ict with Russia and undermine the bloc’s economy.
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Moscow says it does not oppose Ukraine joining the organization, but has criticized what
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov called its transformation into an “aggressive
military-political bloc” and an “appendage of NATO.” Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov
has also warned that Ukraine’s accession could undermine the EU and even lead to its
collapse.
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no pace in European proper governance and vaues.

No one wants Ursua and Kaya and Id be wiing to wager Germans dont want you either. but
then youʼre a not about democracy are you? Why dont you expain what you a are about.
Europeans deserve much better, Germans deserve much better.

Repy

come on germany foot the bi ,,,, whaat ever happened to your unwavering support ….
woke as europe

S 4/25/2026 at 957 PM 1

Repy

Ukraine has syphoned so much money from EU. Joining EU gives the Demanding Rat a
permanent patform to make his continuous and frivoous demands. Demanding money,
toys, etc whie his famiy ives in a US mansion AND BUILDING A Ski Hi is udicrous.

TruthSeeker 4/25/2026 at 839 PM 5

Repy

The kiev parasitic regime is an instrument of the goba neoibera zionist boc, aka the west.
Itʼs purpose is to be a permanent thorn over Russia. The advantages of this arrangement for
the west stems from ukraineʼs non-nato status, as it aows an attack on Russia without
invoving nato which is both desirabe and convenient. For Russia, the iberation of Donbass
wi of course provide it with a comfortabe buffer zone. However, uness the kiev zionist
regime is overthrown or whatever is eft of ukraine joins nato proper, in the case of the atter
it means any further provocation by ukraine after joining nato wi invove nato as a whoe,
which by itsef is a deterrent for Russia, the thorn cannot be fuy eiminated even with the
tota iberation of eastern ukraine by the SMO.

DInamo Noka 4/25/2026 at 420 PM 1

Repy

The Minsk Agreement states Ukraine canʼt join NATO. What are your thoughts on this EU
attempt thatʼs discussed in this artice?

TruthSeeker 4/25/2026 at 834 PM 1
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attempt thatʼs discussed in this artice?

Repy

I aughed out oud reading the tite of this stupid artice

pau figaro 4/25/2026 at 824 PM 0

Repy

or sow-track either, for that matter

ANDREA Stenge 4/25/2026 at 705 PM 1

Repy

Ukraine is in a bad pace that can ony get better, once The Binken pants are expeed !
Says The BronxBoy

SaysTheBronxBoy 4/25/2026 at 512 PM 2

Repy

Yeah he was one of three with the Engish Prime Minister and French Macron on the cocaine
express. The citizens of Germany shoud have him drug test tested immediatey

markchristophercup@yahoo.com 4/25/2026 at 504 PM 1

Repy

Why not?
Merx knows that Ukraine is a virus that wi bring back Germany to its nazi aggressive
ideoogy.
No country woud want to et a eech enter iys home

Foffo 4/25/2026 at 405 PM 0

Repy

Fast track or not. Who cares. Ukraine wi soon be no more.

Ramon Ching 4/25/2026 at 343 PM 3

Home/ Russia & FSU/
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Nine injured after Ukrainian
drone strike 1,700 km inside
Russia – governor
Fifty residents were evacuated after a residential building

was struck in the in Urals, according to local authorities
Published 25 Apr, 2026 08:04 | Updated 25 Apr, 2026 14:55

Nine people were injured early on
Saturday when a Ukrainian drone
hit a residential building in central
Ekaterinburg, about 1,700 km
(over 1,000 miles) inside Russia,
according to regional Governor
Denis Pasler. He added that �fty
residents were evacuated due to
safety concerns.

Moscow has repeatedly
highlighted that Kiev is attacking
civilians because it cannot halt
Russian advances on the battle�eld.

One woman was hospitalized following the attack, Pasler said. He added that none of
those who sought medical help were in serious condition and that most were diagnosed
with mild smoke inhalation; they have continued to receive care.

The governor noted that emergency services were working at the scene, stressing that a
“carpet” emergency plan had been introduced in the region and that air defense systems

Nine injured after Ukrainian drone strike 1,700 km inside Russia – governor — RT R... https://www.rt.com/russia/639045-six-injured-ukrainian-drone-ekaterinburg/

8 of 18 26/04/2026, 16:25



were operating.

Russia’s aviation authority earlier reported temporary restrictions on arrivals and
departures at the city’s Koltsovo Airport.

Pasler also urged residents to remain calm and
vigilant, advising them not to go outside, and
reminded the public that publishing photos or
videos of drones or their aftermath is prohibited.

The Russian Defense Ministry has stated that 127
Ukrainian drones were intercepted overnight over
several regions.

The remote-controlled aircraft were shot down
over Crimea, Tatarstan, Belgorod, Bryansk, Voronezh, Kaluga, Kursk, Orel, Smolensk,
Rostov, Volgograd, Astrakhan, Sverdlovsk and Chelyabinsk regions, as well as over the
Black Sea.

Moscow has accused Kiev of resorting to terrorist tactics and in�icting damage to third
parties not involved in the con�ict between the two nations.

The Kremlin has also noted that US-mediated talks with Ukraine had been placed on hold
due to the war in the Middle East.

You can share this story on social media:

Follow RT on

Please check our commenting policy. If you have questions or suggestions feel free to send them
to feedback@rttv.ru.

READ MORE: Ukrainian drone strike
wrecks Russian apartment block, killing
two – governor

Ekaterinburg, Russia, Russia-Ukraine con�ict, Ukraine
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