
Starvation scandal rocks corruption-
plagued Ukrainian military (PHOTOS)
Emaciated frontline troops left without food or water have exposed

what critics call a wider pattern of mismanagement in Kiev’s war

machine
Published 24 Apr, 2026 23:52 | Updated 25 Apr, 2026 05:37

Ukraine’s military has been hit by a
starvation scandal after disturbing
images surfaced of frontline soldiers
so badly emaciated that relatives said
some were fainting from hunger and
drinking rainwater to survive.

The men, identi�ed in Ukrainian and
Western reporting as troops from the
14th Separate Mechanized Brigade
operating near Kupyansk on the left
bank of the Oskol River, had allegedly
gone days without food and were
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©  Threads / i.petrovna_relying on drone deliveries in one of
the most dangerous sectors of the
front.

The scandal erupted after relatives posted the images online and accused commanders of ignoring
desperate pleas for help. Ukraine’s General Sta� swiftly responded to the viral post, saying it had
launched an investigation, replaced one commander, and demoted another.

Ukrainian and some Western outlets have framed the case as a result of brutal frontline conditions,
with near-constant Russian drone strikes making logistics so dangerous that even food and medicine
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have to be �own in. Ukraine’s Joint Forces Task Force, however, described the case as a “horrible
management shame,” saying commanders had failed to report the real situation up the chain of
command.

The public backlash inside Ukraine, however, has been
sharper, with commenters under the original Threads
post suggesting the problem re�ected a deeper
breakdown in command, communication, and
accountability amid the country’s long-running record of
military corruption scandals.

Kiev has cycled through multiple defense ministers
during the con�ict. The only one to have any military
experience, Aleksey Reznikov, was ousted in 2023 after
procurement scandals that included overpriced military
food contracts. Since then, corruption allegations have continued to plague senior wartime o�icials, and
lower-level abuses have been tied to Kiev’s increasingly brutal military conscription drive.

Kiev aims to mobilize roughly 30,000 recruits per month
in order to sustain its numbers at the front. Hundreds of
videos circulating online show violent confrontations, with
the Defense Ministry’s press gangs routinely resorting to
force against uncooperative targets.

Ukraine’s police chief has admitted that many citizens
are now afraid to call law enforcement because they
believe o�icers might help draft o�icials seize their
relatives. Earlier this week, an alleged kidnapping ring
was busted in Odessa, in which conscription o�icials,

aided by police informants, targeted a�luent men and threatened them with forced mobilization unless
they paid bribes.

You can share this story on social media:
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READ MORE: Why does Zelensky keep
switching defense ministers?

READ MORE: Gun�re as Ukrainian mobilization
squad caught in anti-bribe sting (VIDEO)

Kiev, Russia-Ukraine con�ict, Ukraine

Soviet nuclear dream exploded FEATURE

‘The EU has gone mad – it must be stopped,’
says Sergey Karaganov FEATURE

The CIA, wishful thinking, and imperial
blindness: How the US engineered its own
failure in Cuba FEATURE

Podcasts All podcasts

‘The Americans did not have the authority in
negotiations’ – Tehran University Professor
Seyed Mohammad Marandi

0:00 60:8

War vs peace

Starvation scandal rocks corruption-plagued Ukrainian military (PHOTOS) — RT Rus... https://www.rt.com/russia/639040-ukraine-starving-soldiers-scandal/

3 of 26 28/04/2026, 08:57

https://www.threads.com/@i.petrovna_/post/DXbzm4liAJn?xmt=AQF0X2BN08yK3BD1xv-8NpW7tVJp4Dwb9EePQchkZiGu3doyskHV7svzKK6lqmsCa25kDF8&slof=1
https://www.threads.com/@i.petrovna_/post/DXbzm4liAJn?xmt=AQF0X2BN08yK3BD1xv-8NpW7tVJp4Dwb9EePQchkZiGu3doyskHV7svzKK6lqmsCa25kDF8&slof=1
https://www.rt.com/russia/582406-ukraine-parliament-defense-minister/
https://www.rt.com/russia/582406-ukraine-parliament-defense-minister/
https://www.rt.com/russia/582406-ukraine-parliament-defense-minister/
https://www.rt.com/russia/582406-ukraine-parliament-defense-minister/
https://www.rt.com/russia/638964-ukrainian-police-conscription-blowback/
https://www.rt.com/russia/638964-ukrainian-police-conscription-blowback/
https://t.me/rtnews
https://t.me/rtnews
https://www.rt.com/russia/631058-ukraine-switching-defense-ministers/
https://www.rt.com/russia/631058-ukraine-switching-defense-ministers/
https://www.rt.com/russia/631058-ukraine-switching-defense-ministers/
https://www.rt.com/russia/631058-ukraine-switching-defense-ministers/
https://www.rt.com/russia/631058-ukraine-switching-defense-ministers/
https://www.rt.com/russia/631058-ukraine-switching-defense-ministers/
https://www.rt.com/russia/631058-ukraine-switching-defense-ministers/
https://www.rt.com/russia/631058-ukraine-switching-defense-ministers/
https://www.rt.com/russia/638837-ukraine-sbu-draft-enforcers-extortion/
https://www.rt.com/russia/638837-ukraine-sbu-draft-enforcers-extortion/
https://www.rt.com/russia/638837-ukraine-sbu-draft-enforcers-extortion/
https://www.rt.com/russia/638837-ukraine-sbu-draft-enforcers-extortion/
https://www.rt.com/russia/638837-ukraine-sbu-draft-enforcers-extortion/
https://www.rt.com/russia/638837-ukraine-sbu-draft-enforcers-extortion/
https://www.rt.com/russia/638837-ukraine-sbu-draft-enforcers-extortion/
https://www.rt.com/russia/638837-ukraine-sbu-draft-enforcers-extortion/
https://www.rt.com/trends/kiev-capital-ukraine-news/
https://www.rt.com/trends/kiev-capital-ukraine-news/
https://www.rt.com/trends/kiev-capital-ukraine-news/
https://www.rt.com/trends/kiev-capital-ukraine-news/
https://www.rt.com/trends/russia-ukraine-conflict/
https://www.rt.com/trends/russia-ukraine-conflict/
https://www.rt.com/trends/russia-ukraine-conflict/
https://www.rt.com/trends/russia-ukraine-conflict/
https://www.rt.com/trends/ukraine-news-kiev-europe/
https://www.rt.com/trends/ukraine-news-kiev-europe/
https://www.rt.com/russia/639156-40-years-after-chernobyl/
https://www.rt.com/russia/639156-40-years-after-chernobyl/
https://www.rt.com/news/639064-eu-has-gone-mad/
https://www.rt.com/news/639064-eu-has-gone-mad/
https://www.rt.com/news/639064-eu-has-gone-mad/
https://www.rt.com/news/639064-eu-has-gone-mad/
https://www.rt.com/news/639064-eu-has-gone-mad/
https://www.rt.com/news/639048-cia-wishful-thinking-and-imperial-blindness/
https://www.rt.com/news/639048-cia-wishful-thinking-and-imperial-blindness/
https://www.rt.com/news/639048-cia-wishful-thinking-and-imperial-blindness/
https://www.rt.com/news/639048-cia-wishful-thinking-and-imperial-blindness/
https://www.rt.com/news/639048-cia-wishful-thinking-and-imperial-blindness/
https://www.rt.com/news/639048-cia-wishful-thinking-and-imperial-blindness/
https://www.rt.com/news/639048-cia-wishful-thinking-and-imperial-blindness/
https://www.rt.com/podcasts/
https://www.rt.com/podcasts/
https://mf.b37mrtl.ru/files/2026.04/69efc316203027778b3f199b.mp3
https://mf.b37mrtl.ru/files/2026.04/69efc316203027778b3f199b.mp3
https://mf.b37mrtl.ru/files/2026.04/69efc316203027778b3f199b.mp3
https://mf.b37mrtl.ru/files/2026.04/69efc316203027778b3f199b.mp3

