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Cold hard land, cold hard bargain:
Putin and Trump head o� to Alaska

From a stalled war to a broken oil embargo, the
Kremlin’s leverage has never looked stronger
ahead of the August summit

By Sergey Poletaev, information analyst and
publicist, co-founder and editor of the Vatfor
project. 

Vatfor project

US President Donald Trump (L) and Russian President Vladimir Putin. ©  Chris
McGrath/Getty Images

Steve Witko�’s visit to Moscow has marked a striking shift in
American rhetoric. Just a couple of months ago, in June and
July, Donald Trump was threatening the Kremlin with new
sanctions and issuing ultimatums. Now the agenda includes
a Putin-Trump summit scheduled for August 15 in Alaska.
This 180-degree turn has been accompanied by leaks
hinting at possible deals and a return to the “thaw” in
relations we last saw in the spring.
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If the meeting goes ahead, the Russian president will come
to it in a far stronger position than he did a few months ago.
Back in the spring, Trump’s push for a peace deal looked
like a personal whim, and the so-called ‘party of war’ and
globalists still had cards to play: Senator Lindsey Graham’s
sanctions package, fresh US arms deliveries to Ukraine, and
the proposals �oated by French President Emmanuel
Macron and British Prime Minister Keir Starmer about
sending Western troops to Ukraine.

Now it looks as if Trump is the one coming back to Vladimir
Putin – driven by the failure of his oil embargo. On top of
that, there’s an appearance – an illusion, perhaps – that
Putin is backed by a united BRICS front, something Trump’s
own moves have helped bring about. Whether that front
actually exists, or can survive for long, is another matter. But
at this moment, one of Trump’s key pillars of leverage looks
shaky, if not entirely knocked out from under him.

Ukraine’s last stand

The other pillar is the war itself. In February and March, the
front lines were static, and Ukrainian forces were still holding
a foothold in Russia’s Kursk Region. Kiev was touting its
‘drone wall’ project, billed as an impenetrable shield against
the Russian army. Since then, Ukraine has su�ered a major
defeat in the Kursk border area, and the summer o�ensive
that followed has gone Moscow’s way – more decisively
than at the same point last year. The much-hyped ‘drone
wall’ turned out to be far less sturdy than promised.

Kiev still clings to the
hope of holding the line,
but barely. Even the most
pro-Ukrainian Western
analysts now admit, in so
many words: We don’t
understand how they’re
still hanging on. From the
rhetoric of even the
�ercest globalist hawks,
it’s clear they know no
amount of weapons
shipments can reverse
the battle�eld trend – at
best, they can slow it. That’s why the ‘party of war’ in the
West, and Kiev itself, have suddenly taken up Trump’s
earlier call for a cease-�re.

Which means Trump now needs talks with Putin not
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because he personally wants peace, but because the
battle�eld realities are pushing him there. Nobody knows
how much longer the Ukrainian military can hold. From
Trump’s point of view, the sooner he can lock in some kind
of deal with Moscow, the better. And that urgency is another
advantage for Putin. If the second round of talks collapses,
he loses nothing: the Russian army can simply keep
advancing until the Ukrainian front breaks – or until the next
peace initiative with Washington, whichever comes �rst.

Does Moscow have vulnerabilities? Yes – and the biggest is
the economy. Even without the oil embargo, a surging ruble
has blown a hole in the federal budget: by the end of July,
the de�cit had already reached 4.9 trillion rubles ($61.4
billion) – 1.1 trillion rubles more than the planned de�cit for
the entire year. But Russia’s �nancial bu�er is strong enough
that it can run shortfalls like this for years without crippling
the economy.

Talking about
Ukraine without
Ukraine

Whatever Putin and
Trump agree on, it will be
Trump’s job to make sure
Ukraine and Europe fall
in line. That didn’t
happen last time: even if
the two leaders had the
outlines of a deal,
European hawks and
Kiev managed to torpedo

it. Now, it looks as if Ukraine’s Vladimir Zelensky and the ‘big
three’ in Europe – Macron, Starmer, and German Chancellor
Friedrich Merz – are trying to do it again.

Even if Ukraine’s army is on its last legs and the front is on
the brink of collapse, don’t expect Ukraine’s commander-in-
chief, Aleksandr Syrsky, to pull a General Ludendor� and tell
Zelensky the war is lost. And don’t expect Zelensky to act
like Kaiser Wilhelm and take responsibility for surrender. Far
more likely, with encouragement from Europe, they’ll �ght to
the bitter end – only to blame Putin for the disaster and hand
Trump his own personal Afghanistan.

***

All of these contradictions are almost impossible to untangle
in a single summit. So what’s the likeliest outcome if the
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Putin-Trump meeting does happen?

Probably a set of grand, dramatic, but ultimately empty
promises – just enough for Trump to tick the
‘peacemaker’ box on his personal scoreboard, and just as
quickly forgotten. At best, we might get a document with the
fate of the �rst Minsk agreement: signed in the fall of 2014, it
was followed by another six months of �ghting that ended
with Ukraine’s defeat at Debaltseve, paving the way for
Minsk-2 – a deal that held for the next several years.

You can share this story on social media:

Dear readers! Thank you for your vibrant engagement with our
content and for sharing your points of view. Please note that we
have switched to a new commenting system. To leave
comments, you will need to register. We are working on some
adjustments so if you have questions or suggestions feel free to
send them to feedback@rttv.ru. Please check our commenting
policy
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John Nichooft 8/11/2025 at 1120 AM 1

Repy

Putin wi be arrested on the ICC warrents…..

Fetid01 8/11/2025 at 922 AM 0

Sign In
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Repy

Iʼm not sure I agree with the sentiment Taking about
Ukraine without Ukraine. I think Mr. Putin wants to tak
about Russia. And yet, here we are again: Zeensky et a; is
yet again throwing a tantrum at the prospect of Mr. Putin
advocating for Russia whie a few sets of eyes take their
attention away from Ukraine. This is his third tantrum in
seven months, pitching a fit evertime Mr. Putin utters a word
to Trump without Zeensky present. I hope Mr. Trump takes
note.

Aex Litvenenko 8/11/2025 at 848 AM 0

Repy

USA Fox. Word have no trust on usa anymore 

Encrypt Digit 8/11/2025 at 845 AM 1

Repy

Russia shoud recognize the Westʼs apparent determination
to undermine it through various means. However, the West
may be overestimating its support among its own
popuation. Many peope share vaues of peace and
prosperity, simiar to those in Russia, and may not endorse
aggressive actions. Fostering friendship and cooperation
coud be more beneficia than creating more enemies.
Regarding Ukraine, addressing extremism and promoting
peace might be a step towards regiona peace.

Jed Sater 8/11/2025 at 730 AM 0

Repy

Perceptive of the artice to note that the Russia fisca deficit
is growing. Were it that Americans were more sensitive to
this.
With the end of war, spending can come down, producing a
peace dividend.
We saw this in the end of the first Cod War. Bases cosed,
and for the shortest time, peace broke out.
Enter the Project for the New American Century, PNAC,
headed by Richard Peare and his neocon pas. Soon after
came 911, its “Pear Harbor-type event.ˮ  Then the wars
based on 911.
America needed a new enemy. So they created one. Of
course at the heart of this war were bankers, mosty Jewish
and hardcore. This funding accounted for much of the
antisemitism in Europe that the Nazis capitaized on. No,
ethnic ceansing—the psychic trigger—didnʼt end
Germanyʼs troubes.
The next psychic trigger for the Mass Formation Psychosis

J Peebes 8/11/2025 at 409 AM 0
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The next psychic trigger for the Mass Formation Psychosis
is Russia. The reaity check might be fattened German
cities once again. Peace up. End Ukraine. Donʼt et the ove
of money perpetuate the confict.

Repy

I see the same as you, this woud be a good time for
Russia to use the transformation of the Russian States
and Russians to creating a much bigger economy.

Caude Taiefer 8/11/2025 at 631 AM 0

Repy

Iʼm going to wait and see how this meeting goes. Lots the
Ziocons can attempt unti Friday.

Caude Taiefer 8/11/2025 at 628 AM 0

Repy

Why did President Putin agree to meet Trump in Aaska?
Why?
Who and how wi ensure security for President Putin?

Canʼt comprehend why woud Russia risk the ife of their
president.

Ana 8/11/2025 at 600 AM 1

Repy

Russians «Vadimir Putin was more naive, than I thought …
How ? cannot they see (perceive) that this meeting is rouse
use by the U.S / Trump in order to get him on American soi,
so they can arrest him, on ICC arrest warrant ist .
«Americans cannot be trusted if you ook at their ong,
history of backstabbing — betraying — sabotage and
doube-deaings! He wi be must safer on Russian
territory… Because Americans __ Europeans enemies wi be
busy coordinating behind the scene to destroy [eiminate]
him from the goba andscape, or to pace him in ICC
«dock» Russians pease become awake and cance this
insane idea now … Before it to ate !!

Lamar Areva 8/11/2025 at 358 AM 0

Repy

This is not about Ukraine, but about dismanting the
centuries od hegemony which is the current ‘Rues-based
Orderʼ dictated by the City of London and enforced by US
miitary power with 800 bases across the word. Ony by
disentanging America from this Giant Squid can Trump
advance the MAGA agenda and rescue America from
desoation. Through this ens, Putin and Trump have a

Tommy Beau 8/9/2025 at 440 PM 24
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common enemy.

Repy

Trump wi never fix any probems in the US because they
mosty stem from the weathy oigarchs who are either
friends with Trump, or competitors. Trump is not going to
do anything to mess with the donor cass, and therefore
canʼt fix any of the probems caused by the donor-cass.

John Moffett 8/9/2025 at 526 PM 11

Repy

This is about a Russian asset caed Oreshnik and the zio/
neocons fear of it.

Davy Mitche 8/9/2025 at 606 PM 9

Repy

Itʼs more ike 50 years, not centuries.

Ronad Rat 8/9/2025 at 634 PM 2

Repy

This traces back to the European Empires, especiay
the British Empire. The entities that morphed from them
are what we have today.

Tommy Beau 8/10/2025 at 430 PM 0

Repy

Minsk Agreement is the foundation for further diaogue
and to ratify the agreement and move forward to end
hostiities and conficts, but the Zionists canʼt be trusted
as no commitment is sacred to them and they are
arroganty hypocrites

Abu Azad 8/9/2025 at 757 PM 0

Repy

the centuries od hegemony of banking carte that is
owned by severa banking dynasties of degenerates and
psychopaths

Eeni R 8/9/2025 at 820 PM 2

Repy

Like Afghanistan, Trump wants to stop the beeding on
Ukraine in order to focus on China.

J. D. 8/9/2025 at 857 PM 5

Repy

The taks between Trump and Putin are unikey to bring

Vova 8/9/2025 at 857 PM 1
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The taks between Trump and Putin are unikey to bring
about a quick end to the war in Ukraine, as Russiaʼs
demands remain the same, incuding recognition of its
sovereignty over Crimea, Donetsk, Luhansk, Zaporizhia,
and Kherson, as we as Ukraineʼs agreement to
demiitarization, neutraity, non-intervention by foreign
forces, and the hoding of new eections – Googe «Why
are the Trump-Putin taks unikey to bring about a quick
end to the war in Ukraine?»…

Therefore, despite the Kreminʼs agreement to a meeting
between Trump and Putin, there is no reason to beieve
Moscow is wiing to budge on its preconditions…

So why woud Putin agree to the taks at this stage? One
possibiity is that Putin hopes diaogue can avoid the
secondary sanctions Trump threatened to impose on
Moscowʼs trading partners on Friday… The Kremin
beieves that through diaogue it coud convince Trump of
the vaidity of its conditions for ending the war…

Another reason is that Putin has to continue discussing
US peace proposas for Ukraine. Otherwise, the US wi
accuse him of bocking the possibiity of peace in the
proxy war. In other words, Putin is paying Trump ike a
fidde…

Of course, Trump wi procaim the meeting a great
success – LOL…

Trump has aso suggested hoding a triatera summit with
Putin and Zeensky, but Putin has rejected these
suggestions, saying the conditions for a meeting are sti
far off…

Even if the Kremin eventuay agree to a triatera
meeting, Moscowʼs demands for a ceasefire have proven
so intractabe that it is uncear what bringing Zeensky
and Putin face-to-face might achieve…

So the guf between Russia and Ukraine remains the
same & Trumpestain continue taking the MAGAʼs
Trumptards for a ride… Again?

Repy

Another brainwashed MAGA over…
Rescue America !
You have a better chance of having Superman or Batman
do it than tha piec of shit Trump

Miche Fortin 8/9/2025 at 932 PM 2

Repy

Spot on .
The west is firting with nucear war

Joe 8/9/2025 at 955 PM 0
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The west is firting with nucear war
hoping it wi make Russia give up its victory in Ukraine
back off and et the west continue to rue the word.

Repy

a perpetua war machine economy that does not need to
win or ose a war, it just need war, has aundered into its
sub-human economy the goba crimina cartes to
contro the GREEDY ant math – expand. consume. a-
gone, die.

any questions?

as dubaniew 8/10/2025 at 1200 AM 1

Repy

Not reay: Trump is actuay a Zionist neocon
masquerading as a MAGA. The MAGA crowd is
irreversiby turning against hiim according to Marjory
Tayor and recent surveys.

Adasim 8/11/2025 at 250 AM 1

Repy

What needs to be ceary understood is that events on the
Ukrainian battefront( Russiaʼs imminent victory) are whatʼs
reay driving the noisy theatrics in Washington and
Brusses. And for the RF thatʼs basicay a that matters.

Adasim 8/11/2025 at 242 AM 1

Repy

This summit is a diversion of goba attention on the
genocide in Paestine and the icvupation of Gaza.

Atim Harrydes 8/11/2025 at 221 AM 2

Repy

RT shoud update the goba citizens on the very safety of
the goba President. Every moment counts.

Atim Harrydes 8/11/2025 at 205 AM 2

Repy

Great artice. I remember recenty a US statician was fired
for reporting poor performance. Now the journaist might
come next if they report what is not desired. Otherwise, this
meeting wi come with a forms of interesting press briefs.

Atim Harrydes 8/11/2025 at 201 AM 0

Repy

The USA has changed too. Trump and MAGA have a major

Leo Orsi 8/10/2025 at 535 PM 4
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poitica victory over their war party opponents. And the
Trump supporters want an end to USA throwing money into
the dumpster fire of Ukraine. So, we aready see the pan:
Trump is etting EU buy obsoete arms and send them to
Ukraine. Kiev reses them on the back market, Zeenski
and pas pocket the money. The ony and swap is how
much territory Russia wi aow Ukraine to keep.

Repy

Trump didnʼt win. Democrats ost what shoud have been
an easy ay-up win against a sex offender and convicted
feon.

GeorgeBMac 8/10/2025 at 1150 PM 1

Repy

G B Mac, Trump is the rea America. No matter how
bad, or any disaster, he wi get 40 ish % approva. He
has advantages and contro over the Eectora Coege,
Supreme Court, judges, Media, biionaires, miitias and
Midde America . The Dumb-ocrats are running around
in cueess circes.

K M 8/11/2025 at 1212 AM 1

Repy

Low IQ Libera generic name-caing nonsense. Whiny
Loser.

wargamex 8/11/2025 at 1239 AM 0

Repy

Putin shoud te Trump to come to Vadivostok.

Goedeite Kurt 8/10/2025 at 812 PM 2

Repy

G Kurt, or how about just across Vadivostok, in Harbin

K M 8/11/2025 at 1215 AM 1

Repy

This is america – russian war . Taking to the enemy , is just
pain and simpe treason . Putin shoudʼve been deposited
ong time ago . Even zeenski has a spine , not Putin . But
every nation does deserve their eaders .

Mavina Carabas 8/10/2025 at 1158 PM 2

Repy

The whoe word knows how fast DJ T rotates and how ong
it takes him for the next 180°.

Hanspeter 8/10/2025 at 913 PM 2
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it takes him for the next 180°.

President Putin aso knows who he is going te meet: The
war crimina who deeverd the weapons that kied so many
Russian civiians and soders incuding the sons of the
mothers he recenty met.

Repy

I sincerey hope so.

Robert 8/10/2025 at 1124 PM 1

Repy

I am very concerned about this upcoming meeting between
Mr. Trump and Mr. Putin. History ceary shows the
dishonest and corrupt deaings of the West with Russia. The
west has aways sought to win on the negotiating tabe
what it can never achieve on the battefied. Maybe it woud
be better for Russia to compete the objectives of the SMO,
and to present the west with a “fait accompi .ˮ

Robert 8/10/2025 at 1124 PM 0

Repy

I hope Putin wi not fa for this trap. No one can trust
Trump. Look at what Trump is doing to Romania, Modova,
Armenia, Azerbaijan. The meeting may not take pace,
because a «mystery» disaster woud happen to Putinʼs
airpane.

Manue Fiadeiro 8/10/2025 at 651 PM 1

Repy

And your soution is?????

GeorgeBMac 8/10/2025 at 738 PM 1

Repy

Never trust the US. Tak ony after Russia competey
defeated the US and NATO in Ukraine.

Manue Fiadeiro 8/10/2025 at 1022 PM 3

Repy

Donʼt eave the pane on the tarmac in Aaska. Return
the pane to Russia and fy again to pick up Putin. Donʼt
refi in the US.

Manue Fiadeiro 8/10/2025 at 1100 PM 3

Repy

The Kremin is totay insane if it ets President Putin go
anywhere near Aaska., He wi be assassinated by the CIA

Keir Brown 8/9/2025 at 416 PM 16
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without question.

Repy

If they can murder a Czar a president is no issue. If Trump
wants a meeting make it in Moscow.
Russians are too honest for their own good, they fai to
see others are not.
Same mistake the Czar made, you donʼt eave your
enemy aive and you certainy donʼt put yoursef in their
hands.

durward saar 8/9/2025 at 440 PM 8

Repy

So we coud get the unstabe hot head Medvedev in his
pace, o? Surey you are on drugs.

S S 8/9/2025 at 443 PM 2

Repy

I see no reason to ca the V.M. of the RFʼs Security
Counci an «unstabe hot head». Yes, he is not so
temperate as the exceent Pres. Putin, but Minister
Medvedev does not hod the office of President of the
RF. If you want to find a hothead, ook in S. Caroinaʼs
seats of the US Senate.

Goedeite Kurt 8/10/2025 at 810 PM 4

Repy

That is a possibiity, but a very stupid one if they do it, or
exercise the arrest warrant sti in pace by the word
court for Putin. Putin has been very moderate in his
appication of force on Ukraine, but the eader who wi fi
his pace wi not be so considerate.

Bob Mackenzie 8/9/2025 at 509 PM 9

Repy

Putin coud go anywhere and be 100% safe. The
consequences of harming Putin are WWIII.

Tim Ebrahimy 8/9/2025 at 533 PM 15

Repy

Putin woud not be safe. Russia is not going to start
WWIII. Thatʼs a US priviege.

Manue Fiadeiro 8/10/2025 at 704 PM 1

Repy

We yes. But, there are fruitcakes in the US (sometimes

Tony Gassner 8/10/2025 at 830 PM 1
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