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Zelensky ‘playing games’ on Putin
meeting – Lavrov
Talks should have substance, not serve as a stage for the Ukrainian

leader, the Russian foreign minister has said

Ukrainian leader Vladimir Zelensky’s
calls for a meeting with President
Vladimir Putin are pure theatrics, as
any potential high-level talks have no
real agenda at this point, Russian
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov has
said.

Putin is ready to meet with Zelensky,
Lavrov told NBC in a rare interview,
“provided this meeting is really going
to decide something.”

The necessary groundwork for such a
meeting, the foreign minister stressed,
has not yet been done.

“When Mr. Zelensky says the immediate priority is a meeting with Putin, well, it's basically a game. A
game he is very good [at playing] because he wants theatrics in everything he is doing. He does not
care about substance,” Lavrov said.

Moscow sees no point in talks destined to yield no results due to Kiev’s position, Lavrov said, pointing
out cases where Zelensky has directly de�ed US President Donald Trump. “Zelensky said no to
everything… He clearly stated that nobody can prohibit him from joining NATO… he publicly stated that
he is not going to discuss any territories.”
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Zelensky also needs a meeting with Putin to strengthen
his questionable legitimacy, Lavrov said. The Ukrainian
leader’s presidential term ended more than a year ago,
and he has refused to hold a new election, citing martial
law. Russia has since proclaimed him “illegitimate”.

Lavrov acknowledged that Zelensky is “de facto head of
the regime,” adding that Moscow is ready to meet him in
this capacity. “The issue of who is going to sign the deal
on the Ukrainian side is a very serious [one],” he said.
“We would need a very clear understanding by
everybody that the person who is signing is legitimate.”

Russia maintains that any settlement of the Ukraine con�ict must address the root causes of the crisis.
Moscow insists that Ukraine must commit to block neutrality, demilitarization, denazi�cation, and
recognition of territorial reality on the ground.

Kiev has said that while Zelensky is ready to discuss Ukraine’s territorial disputes with Russia, it has no
intention to recognize its losses.

You can share this story on social media:

Follow RT on

Dear readers! Thank you for your vibrant engagement with our content and for sharing your points of view.
Please note that we have switched to a new commenting system. To leave comments, you will need to register.
We are working on some adjustments so if you have questions or suggestions feel free to send them to
feedback@rttv.ru. Please check our commenting policy

SHOW COMMENTS

24 Aug, 2025 12:09

Read more: The neutrality fraud: The
West is about to trick Ukraine again

Russia-Ukraine con�ict, Sergey Lavrov, Vladimir Putin, Vladimir Zelensky

Home/ Russia & FSU/

Sean Stone

0:00 55:34

Zelensky ‘playing games’ on Putin meeting – Lavrov — RT Russia & Former Soviet Union https://www.rt.com/russia/623466-zelensky-playing-games-on-putin-meeting/

4 of 15 24/08/2025, 16:13

https://www.rt.com/russia/623443-zelensky-ready-discuss-territory-putin/
https://www.rt.com/russia/623443-zelensky-ready-discuss-territory-putin/
https://t.me/rtnews
https://t.me/rtnews
mailto:feedback@rttv.ru
mailto:feedback@rttv.ru
https://www.rt.com/comment-posting-rules/
https://www.rt.com/comment-posting-rules/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/russia/
https://www.rt.com/news/623392-ukraine-finland-neutrality-nato/
https://www.rt.com/news/623392-ukraine-finland-neutrality-nato/
https://www.rt.com/news/623392-ukraine-finland-neutrality-nato/
https://www.rt.com/news/623392-ukraine-finland-neutrality-nato/
https://www.rt.com/news/623392-ukraine-finland-neutrality-nato/
https://www.rt.com/news/623392-ukraine-finland-neutrality-nato/
https://www.rt.com/news/623392-ukraine-finland-neutrality-nato/
https://www.rt.com/news/623392-ukraine-finland-neutrality-nato/
https://www.rt.com/news/623392-ukraine-finland-neutrality-nato/
https://www.rt.com/news/623392-ukraine-finland-neutrality-nato/
https://www.rt.com/news/623392-ukraine-finland-neutrality-nato/
https://www.rt.com/news/623392-ukraine-finland-neutrality-nato/
https://www.rt.com/news/623392-ukraine-finland-neutrality-nato/
https://www.rt.com/trends/russia-ukraine-conflict/
https://www.rt.com/trends/russia-ukraine-conflict/
https://www.rt.com/trends/russia-ukraine-conflict/
https://www.rt.com/trends/russia-ukraine-conflict/
https://www.rt.com/trends/lavrov-russian-foreign-minister/
https://www.rt.com/trends/lavrov-russian-foreign-minister/
https://www.rt.com/trends/lavrov-russian-foreign-minister/
https://www.rt.com/trends/lavrov-russian-foreign-minister/
https://www.rt.com/trends/vladimir-putin-russian-president/
https://www.rt.com/trends/vladimir-putin-russian-president/
https://www.rt.com/trends/vladimir-putin-russian-president/
https://www.rt.com/trends/vladimir-putin-russian-president/
https://www.rt.com/trends/volodymyr-zelensky-ukraine-news/
https://www.rt.com/trends/volodymyr-zelensky-ukraine-news/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/russia/
https://www.rt.com/russia/
https://www.rt.com/russia/
https://www.rt.com/russia/
https://www.rt.com/russia/
https://www.rt.com/russia/
https://mf.b37mrtl.ru/files/2025.08/68a76f7a203027501409fbb6.mp3
https://mf.b37mrtl.ru/files/2025.08/68a76f7a203027501409fbb6.mp3
https://mf.b37mrtl.ru/files/2025.08/68a76f7a203027501409fbb6.mp3
https://mf.b37mrtl.ru/files/2025.08/68a76f7a203027501409fbb6.mp3

