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Kiev used virtually all NATO tools
against Russia – ex-top general
The military bloc’s approaches to warfare have proven to be ine�ective,

according to Valery Zaluzhny
Published 6 Aug, 2026 10:03

Ukraine has used virtually every NATO
tool it could against Russia, but Moscow
has found ways to counter all of them,
former Ukrainian commander-in-chief
Valery Zaluzhny has argued.

The retired general, who currently serves
as Ukraine’s ambassador to the UK,
expanded on earlier remarks in which he
said Kiev would never join the US-led
military bloc. According to Zaluzhny,
NATO remains anchored in obsolete
doctrines, unlike Ukraine.

“In 2026, Ukraine used all weapon
systems and doctrines for their use that
NATO has, with the exception of Tomahawks, nuclear weapons, aircraft carriers, and F-35s,” he told
journalists at a diplomatic event in Kiev, as quoted by Apostrophe on Wednesday. “The reserves have been
depleted. Russia found countermeasures for everything.”

Supporters of Ukraine have repeatedly described Western weapons supplied to Kiev as potential “game
changers.” However, the delivery of Stinger and Javelin missiles, HIMARS rocket launchers, Abrams tanks,
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ATACMS missiles, and F-16 �ghter jets has not produced a decisive military breakthrough.

“NATO remains in a doctrine of the end of World War II, and we
are technologically ahead,” Zaluzhny argued. “Now NATO has
no choice but to shift to very di�erent standards to achieve a
new doctrine. Then NATO would be ready for Ukrainian
accession,” he added.

Ukraine formally enshrined its goal of joining NATO in its
constitution following the 2014 Western-backed armed coup in
Kiev. Russia has repeatedly cited the bloc’s eastward
expansion, as well as its 2008 pledge to eventually admit
Ukraine, among the causes of the ongoing con�ict.

Kiev is meanwhile facing political turmoil following Vladimir
Zelensky’s dismissal of Defense Minister Mikhail Fedorov, and several days later, General Aleksandr Syrsky,
who had succeeded Zaluzhny as commander-in-chief.

Syrsky’s removal followed negative domestic and international reactions to Fedorov’s dismissal. Media reports
have suggested that Zelensky targeted the former defense minister due to his growing popularity and
in�ghting over lucrative weapons contracts.

Ukrainian o�icials have said Kiev hopes to bring the con�ict with Russia to an end before winter, warning that
continuing the hostilities beyond that point would place the country under severe pressure.

The potential lifting of martial law is expected to pave the way for a new presidential election. Opinion polls
cited by the media show that Zaluzhny could defeat Zelensky in the second round of a potential contest.

Zelensky dismissed Zalushny from his military post in 2024 after the general publicly stated that Ukrainian
forces were unlikely to achieve a major territorial breakthrough, contradicting Kiev’s line.

You can share this story on social media:

Follow RT on

Please check our commenting policy. If you have questions or suggestions feel free to send them to feedback@rttv.ru.

E-mail

Subscribe

RT FeaturesRead more: NATO is being installed into
Ukraine’s military

READ MORE: Pentagon drafting nuclear strategy for potential war with Russia and China – NBC

North Atlantic Treaty Organization – NATO, Russia-Ukraine con�ict, Ukraine

We o�er you the possibility to receive RT's news highlights

every Monday, Wednesday and Friday by email.

NATO is being installed into Ukraine’s military
FEATURE

The EU opened the gates. Now it’s �ghting over who
pays FEATURE

https://www.rt.com/russia/643475-revolt-against-zelensky/
https://www.rt.com/russia/643475-revolt-against-zelensky/
https://t.me/rtnews
https://t.me/rtnews
https://www.rt.com/comment-posting-rules/
https://www.rt.com/comment-posting-rules/
mailto:feedback@rttv.ru
mailto:feedback@rttv.ru
https://www.rt.com/tags/feature/
https://www.rt.com/tags/feature/
https://www.rt.com/russia/643728-ukraine-nato-military-industrial/
https://www.rt.com/russia/643728-ukraine-nato-military-industrial/
https://www.rt.com/russia/643728-ukraine-nato-military-industrial/
https://www.rt.com/russia/643728-ukraine-nato-military-industrial/
https://www.rt.com/russia/643728-ukraine-nato-military-industrial/
https://www.rt.com/russia/643728-ukraine-nato-military-industrial/
https://www.rt.com/russia/643728-ukraine-nato-military-industrial/
https://www.rt.com/russia/643728-ukraine-nato-military-industrial/
https://www.rt.com/russia/643728-ukraine-nato-military-industrial/
https://www.rt.com/russia/643728-ukraine-nato-military-industrial/
https://www.rt.com/russia/643728-ukraine-nato-military-industrial/
https://www.rt.com/russia/643728-ukraine-nato-military-industrial/
https://www.rt.com/russia/643728-ukraine-nato-military-industrial/
https://www.rt.com/news/643913-us-pentagon-nuclear-russia-china/
https://www.rt.com/news/643913-us-pentagon-nuclear-russia-china/
https://www.rt.com/news/643913-us-pentagon-nuclear-russia-china/
https://www.rt.com/news/643913-us-pentagon-nuclear-russia-china/
https://www.rt.com/trends/nato-america-europe-politics/
https://www.rt.com/trends/nato-america-europe-politics/
https://www.rt.com/trends/nato-america-europe-politics/
https://www.rt.com/trends/nato-america-europe-politics/
https://www.rt.com/trends/russia-ukraine-conflict/
https://www.rt.com/trends/russia-ukraine-conflict/
https://www.rt.com/trends/russia-ukraine-conflict/
https://www.rt.com/trends/russia-ukraine-conflict/
https://www.rt.com/trends/ukraine-news-kiev-europe/
https://www.rt.com/trends/ukraine-news-kiev-europe/
https://www.rt.com/russia/643728-ukraine-nato-military-industrial/
https://www.rt.com/russia/643728-ukraine-nato-military-industrial/
https://www.rt.com/russia/643728-ukraine-nato-military-industrial/
https://www.rt.com/news/643780-eu-opened-gates-ceuta/
https://www.rt.com/news/643780-eu-opened-gates-ceuta/
https://www.rt.com/news/643780-eu-opened-gates-ceuta/
https://www.rt.com/news/643780-eu-opened-gates-ceuta/
https://www.rt.com/news/643780-eu-opened-gates-ceuta/


Sort by

Your comment here

Recenty updated

Looks can be deceiving, we a know this – but when I ook at this guy I can imagine what he is panning for
Russia.

The ony soution is the compete dissoution of Leninʼs faied forced Ukraine!

Every ethnicity wi take their Obast and return to the countries where Lenin once snatched them from!

Good, that VVP finay recognised this aso in pubic ast week!

Madrina 8/6/2026 at 111 PM 0

Repy

NATO – strong against the weak and weak against the strong. Go forward Russia!

Ancien 8/6/2026 at 1257 PM 3

Repy
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members more surey that any army at the gate.
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ˮ‘we are technoogicay ahead,ˮ  Zauzhny argued. ‘

Farewe Brusses, heo Kiev.

Jim Davies 8/6/2026 at 1236 PM 1
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Thatʼs funny they sti think Ukraine sti exists

P K 8/6/2026 at 1235 PM 2
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West are aowing a types of attacks on Russia. NATO are invoved in the panning and execution of attacks on
Russia. NATO are using Ukrainians as foot sodiers.

Frank Zuo 8/6/2026 at 1233 PM 1
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West using Ukraine as proxy to back
terrorists in Africa – Russian UN envoy
(VIDEO)
Double standards and hidden agendas are weakening the global �ght

against extremism, Vassily Nebenzia has warned
Published 6 Aug, 2026 10:55

The terrorist threat in Africa is being
intensi�ed by former colonial powers that
use Ukrainian proxies to provide
extremist groups with dangerous
technology, Russia’s permanent
representative to the UN, Vassily
Nebenzia, has said.

Moscow has repeatedly accused Kiev of
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