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IAEA Issues nhew Chernobyl
safety warning

The agency has found the protective structure over the
1986 reactor critically damaged after a drone strike

The protective shelter over the
reactor at Chernobyl Nuclear
Power Plant can no longer
guarantee radiation
containment, the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
has said. The agency added
that urgent major repairs are
now required.
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The warning follows an Ukraine's top donor to nearly halve
inspection prompted by a military aid in 2026
drone strike in February, which
marked the first major attack on the shelter. Moscow said the strike was a RT editor-in-chief included in FT list of
provocation orchestrated by Kiev, while the Ukrainian government blamed Russia. top leaders of 2025

The strike had pierced the outer shell of the massive steel arch known as the New

Safe Confinement (NSC) and triggered a fire. While the initial damage did not cause  Kiev should drag out peace negotiations
a radiation leak, the new assessment shows the structural breach has degraded the ~ — Senior Ukrainian MP

shelter’s ability to contain nuclear material.

EU targets platforms that refuse to
The IAEA confirmed on Friday that the NSC, a 36,000-tonne steel structure built censor free speech — Telegram founder

over the destroyed Unit 4 reactor at Chernobyl, “had lost its primary safety functions,
including the confinement capability.”

Completed in 2019 at a cost of around
€1.5billion (about $1.6 billion), the NSC was
designed to contain radioactive material and
seal the original concrete “sarcophagus”
installed after the 1986 disaster.

Subscribe to RT newsletter to get
news highlights of the day right
in your mailbox

IAEA Director General Rafael Mariano E-mail

Grossi said that although the shelter’s ;

loadbearing framework and monitoring Read more: Moscow responds to W @it venilie rreelHliyio Eeeie e
systems remain intact, “imited temporary Chernoby! strike accusation news highlights every Monday, Wednesday

repairs have been carried out ... and Friday by email.

comprehensive restoration is urgently
required.” IAEA inspectors have now dispatched additional nuclear safety experts to
the site to assess the full extent of the damage.

Russia has accused Ukraine of repeatedly targeting the Zaporozhye (ZNPP) and
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Kursk nuclear power plants, describing the attacks as acts of “nuclear terrorism.”

A Ukrainian drone struck an auxiliary building at the Kursk NPP in late September,
during a visit to Moscow by IAEA chief Rafael Grossi.

Just days earlier, power lines supplying the ZNPP were reportedly damaged by
Ukrainian artillery, forcing the plant to switch to backup generators. Russia took
control of the ZNPP in March 2022, and the region later held a referendum to join
the country. Kiev denies involvement in the Kursk incident and has accused Moscow
of attacking the ZNPP.

Speaking in October, Russian President Vladimir Putin said Ukraine was “playing a
dangerous game” by attacking nuclear sites.

You can share this story on social media:

@ @ @ Q @ 9 @ Follow RT on QTeIegram

Chernobyl, Russia, Russia-Ukraine conflict

Dear readers! Thank you for your vibrant engagement with our content and for sharing your
points of view. Please note that we have switched to a new commenting system. To leave
comments, you will need to register. We are working on some adjustments so if you have
guestions or suggestions feel free to send them to feedback@rttv.ru. Please check our
commenting policy
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