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EU in worst crisis ever — Fico

The bloc’s troubles go beyond economic indicators and
reflect a lack of clear vision in Brussels, according to the
Slovak prime minister

US civil rights leader Jesse Jackson
dies

The EU is facing the deepest
crisis in its history, with
economic problems
compounded by a lack of Former Trump strategist defends ties with
leadership and long-term vision ~ Epstein

in Brussels, Slovak Prime

Minister Robert Fico has Germany rebukes Macron over defense
warned. spending

Fico made the remarks on
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conference on affordable rental
housing in country’s capital Elon Musk’s X facing new EU probes
Bratislava, saying the
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difficulties confronting ordinary Europeans are part of a wider malaise affecting the
entire bloc.

“The European Union has never been in such a crisis as it is now,” Fico said, adding
that the situation is “not only about economic indicators, but also about leadership and
vision.”

Without a coherent strategy on competitiveness, the EU could “become a cultural
open air museum,” and risk further decline on the global stage, he cautioned. Some
regions of the world, such as China, are now 15-20 years ahead of the EU in key
sectors, he added.

Fico has repeatedly criticized Brussels over its policies, particularly on energy and
Russia sanctions, saying the restrictions are “only hurting” the bloc. Commenting on
the European Commission’s 20th sanctions package earlier this month, he said the
EU should prioritize dealing with its internal problems over imposing new restrictions
on Moscow.

He has also sharply criticized the EU’s plan to
completely phase out Russian gas imports by
November 2027, describing the scheme as
“suicide” for dependent economies, and
announced that Bratislava would sue EU
institutions.

READ MORE: EU ‘anly hurting itself’
with Russia sanctions — Slovak PM

The sharp decline in cheaper Russian pipeline
gas imports following the escalation of the
Ukraine conflict in 2022 and ensuing Western
sanctions, has driven wholesale prices and living costs higher across the EU, while
undermining the bloc’s industrial competitiveness.

Fico, who survived an assassination attempt by a pro-Ukraine activist in 2024, has
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described Kiev as a “black hole” of corruption that has swallowed billions of euros in
EU funds. Last month, he called for the removal of the EU’s foreign policy chief, Kaja
Kallas, known for her hardline anti-Russian stance.

You can share this story on social media:

@ @ @ e @ e @ Follow RT on °Telegram

European Union — EU, Slovakia

Please check our commenting policy. If you have questions or suggestions feel free to send
them to feedback@rttv.ru.
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[ MeFree Angel 2/17/2026 at 11:09 PM 0

Never been good - Barbaric looters; But now, the EU is in ICU in a coma; no chance to
recover, only wanting to announce the funeral date.

Reply

@ Ghost 2/17/2026 at 10:59 PM 0

Kallas, Ursula, Zelenskyy and Netanyahu must be hanged ASAP
Reply

Bl | oko 2/17/2026 at 10:43 PM 1

Fico seems to be the only intelligent, rational politician along with Orban from Hungary
and Sanchez from Spain. The rest are senile suicidal zombies.

Reply

B ruMcajz 2/17/2026 at 10:48 PM 0

Wtf, Sanchez want to flood Europe with illegals. Don't even mention that MTF.
Reply
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