
F-16 �ghter jets in Ukraine, August 4, 2024. ©  Ukrainian Presidency /
Handout / Anadolu via Getty Images
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US and Dutch pilots �ying
F-16s for Ukraine – media
Russia has long argued that a proxy war is being waged

against it

The Ukrainian military is
secretly using a squadron of
veteran NATO pilots to �y
donated US-made F-16 �ghter
jets, the French outlet
Intelligence Online reported on
Monday.

Moscow has long warned that
Western nations are moving
closer to direct con�ict with
Russia. The report, which Kiev
has denied, said the covert

Top stories

�ه����رعلا ESP РУС DE FR RS RT News AppWhere to watch Schedule

QUESTION MORE Zelensky launches F-bomb-laden rant in Munich (VIDEO) | Russia-Ukraine con�ict LIVE

Russia & Former Soviet Union World News Business India Africa RT Features Analysis Opinion Entertainment Shows Projects

Home/ Russia & FSU/

‘High-stakes �ght’ erupts in EU over
Russian steel – Euronews

Ukraine should come to the table ‘fast’ –
Trump

US secretly deports migrants to African
state – media

India’s Adani Group announces $100
billion data center plan

British ‘nuclear umbrella’ won’t protect

US and Dutch pilots flying F-16s for Ukraine – media — RT Russia & Former Soviet Union https://www.rt.com/russia/632659-foreign-military-pilots-ukraine/

1 of 21 17/02/2026, 17:00

https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/russia/
https://www.rt.com/news/
https://www.rt.com/news/
https://arabic.rt.com/
https://arabic.rt.com/
https://actualidad.rt.com/
https://actualidad.rt.com/
https://russian.rt.com/
https://russian.rt.com/
https://de.rt.com/
https://de.rt.com/
https://francais.rt.com/
https://francais.rt.com/
https://rt.rs/
https://rt.rs/
https://russian.rt.com/inotv
https://russian.rt.com/inotv
https://russian.rt.com/inotv
https://russian.rt.com/inotv
https://russian.rt.com/inotv
https://russian.rt.com/inotv
https://en.arteldoc.tv/
https://en.arteldoc.tv/
https://en.arteldoc.tv/
https://en.arteldoc.tv/
https://en.arteldoc.tv/
https://en.arteldoc.tv/
https://en.arteldoc.tv/
https://gw2ru.com/
https://gw2ru.com/
https://gw2ru.com/
https://gw2ru.com/
https://ruptly.agency/
https://ruptly.agency/
https://ruptly.agency/
https://ruptly.agency/
https://ruptly.agency/
https://ruptly.agency/
https://ruptly.agency/
https://ruptly.agency/
https://ruptly.agency/
https://academy.rt.com/
https://academy.rt.com/
https://academy.rt.com/
https://academy.rt.com/
https://academy.rt.com/
https://academy.rt.com/
https://academy.rt.com/
https://academy.rt.com/
https://academy.rt.com/
https://academy.rt.com/
https://academy.rt.com/
https://academy.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/applications/
https://www.rt.com/applications/
https://www.rt.com/applications/
https://www.rt.com/applications/
https://www.rt.com/applications/
https://www.rt.com/applications/
https://www.rt.com/applications/
https://t.me/rtnews
https://t.me/rtnews
https://t.me/rtnews
https://www.rt.com/rss-feeds/
https://www.rt.com/rss-feeds/
https://www.rt.com/rss-feeds/
https://twitter.com/RT_com
https://twitter.com/RT_com
https://twitter.com/RT_com
https://twitter.com/RT_com
https://vk.com/rt_international
https://vk.com/rt_international
https://vk.com/rt_international
https://rumble.com/c/RTNews
https://rumble.com/c/RTNews
https://rumble.com/c/RTNews
https://odysee.com/@RT:fd
https://odysee.com/@RT:fd
https://odysee.com/@RT:fd
https://odysee.com/@RT:fd
https://www.rt.com/where-to-watch/
https://www.rt.com/where-to-watch/
https://www.rt.com/where-to-watch/
https://www.rt.com/where-to-watch/
https://www.rt.com/where-to-watch/
https://www.rt.com/where-to-watch/
https://www.rt.com/schedule/
https://www.rt.com/schedule/
https://www.rt.com/schedule/
https://www.rt.com/schedule/
https://www.rt.com/schedule/
https://www.rt.com/schedule/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/trends/russia-ukraine-conflict/
https://www.rt.com/trends/russia-ukraine-conflict/
https://www.rt.com/on-air/
https://www.rt.com/on-air/
https://www.rt.com/russia/
https://www.rt.com/russia/
https://www.rt.com/news/
https://www.rt.com/news/
https://www.rt.com/business/
https://www.rt.com/business/
https://www.rt.com/india/
https://www.rt.com/india/
https://www.rt.com/africa/
https://www.rt.com/africa/
https://www.rt.com/tags/feature/
https://www.rt.com/tags/feature/
https://www.rt.com/tags/analysis/
https://www.rt.com/tags/analysis/
https://www.rt.com/tags/op-ed/
https://www.rt.com/tags/op-ed/
https://www.rt.com/pop-culture/
https://www.rt.com/pop-culture/
https://www.rt.com/shows/
https://www.rt.com/shows/
https://www.rt.com/projects/
https://www.rt.com/projects/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/russia/
https://www.rt.com/russia/
https://www.rt.com/russia/
https://www.rt.com/russia/
https://www.rt.com/russia/
https://www.rt.com/russia/
https://www.rt.com/news/632661-high-stakes-fight-eu-russia-steel/
https://www.rt.com/news/632661-high-stakes-fight-eu-russia-steel/
https://www.rt.com/news/632661-high-stakes-fight-eu-russia-steel/
https://www.rt.com/news/632661-high-stakes-fight-eu-russia-steel/
https://www.rt.com/news/632661-high-stakes-fight-eu-russia-steel/
https://www.rt.com/news/632661-high-stakes-fight-eu-russia-steel/
https://www.rt.com/news/632661-high-stakes-fight-eu-russia-steel/
https://www.rt.com/news/632663-trump-ukraine-geneva-talks/
https://www.rt.com/news/632663-trump-ukraine-geneva-talks/
https://www.rt.com/news/632663-trump-ukraine-geneva-talks/
https://www.rt.com/news/632663-trump-ukraine-geneva-talks/
https://www.rt.com/news/632663-trump-ukraine-geneva-talks/
https://www.rt.com/news/632663-trump-ukraine-geneva-talks/
https://www.rt.com/africa/632662-us-secretly-deports-migrants-cameroon/
https://www.rt.com/africa/632662-us-secretly-deports-migrants-cameroon/
https://www.rt.com/africa/632662-us-secretly-deports-migrants-cameroon/
https://www.rt.com/africa/632662-us-secretly-deports-migrants-cameroon/
https://www.rt.com/africa/632662-us-secretly-deports-migrants-cameroon/
https://www.rt.com/africa/632662-us-secretly-deports-migrants-cameroon/
https://www.rt.com/india/632666-indias-adani-group-announces-100/
https://www.rt.com/india/632666-indias-adani-group-announces-100/
https://www.rt.com/india/632666-indias-adani-group-announces-100/
https://www.rt.com/india/632666-indias-adani-group-announces-100/
https://www.rt.com/india/632666-indias-adani-group-announces-100/
https://www.rt.com/india/632666-indias-adani-group-announces-100/
https://www.rt.com/news/632642-uk-nuclear-nato-kelin/
https://www.rt.com/news/632642-uk-nuclear-nato-kelin/
https://www.rt.com/news/632642-uk-nuclear-nato-kelin/


mission relies primarily on experienced US and Dutch air force veterans.

The foreign personnel are deployed far from the front lines and focus on intercepting
Russian long-range weapons, the outlet said. They are no longer part of their original
militaries and reportedly work for Kiev as civilian contractors, without military ranks
and outside the Ukrainian chain of command.

A shortage of trained Ukrainian pilots was previously identi�ed as the main obstacle to
using F-16s donated to Kiev. Training courses were reportedly undermined by
language barriers, a lack of quali�ed trainees, and other issues, and were simpli�ed
for speed.

Shortly after the �rst F-16s arrived in Ukraine
in August 2024, Kiev began losing pilots in
botched air defense missions, with four such
incidents acknowledged.

The secret foreign squadron provides pilots
with the experience needed to operate
advanced F-16 equipment, Intelligence Online
said.

Moscow views the Ukraine con�ict as a NATO
proxy war against Russia, in which key

elements of Kiev’s military e�ort – including intelligence, planning, troop training, and
maintenance of complex Western hardware – are handled by foreign personnel.

Western specialists were reportedly involved in Ukrainian strikes using Storm
Shadow/SCALP air-launched cruise missiles on Russian territory. German o�icials
opposed supplying Taurus missiles because Ukrainians cannot launch them
independently.
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Russia also says Western nations tacitly support Kiev’s recruitment of mercenaries
from among their military veterans. Ambassador-at-Large Rodion Miroshnik estimated
that around 20,000 foreign �ghters have taken part in the con�ict on the Ukrainian
side.

You can share this story on social media:

Follow RT on

Please check our commenting policy. If you have questions or suggestions feel free to send
them to feedback@rttv.ru.

READ MORE: Poland moves to pardon mercenaries �ghting for Kiev

Netherlands, Russia-Ukraine con�ict, US, Ukraine

Can you buy a country? FEATURE

Missiles in the shadow of the USSR:
How Post-Soviet states built their
arsenal FEATURE

US and Dutch pilots flying F-16s for Ukraine – media — RT Russia & Former Soviet Union https://www.rt.com/russia/632659-foreign-military-pilots-ukraine/

3 of 21 17/02/2026, 17:00

https://www.rt.com/russia/632487-twenty-thousand-foreign-mercenaries-ukraine/
https://www.rt.com/russia/632487-twenty-thousand-foreign-mercenaries-ukraine/
https://t.me/rtnews
https://t.me/rtnews
https://www.rt.com/comment-posting-rules/
https://www.rt.com/comment-posting-rules/
mailto:feedback@rttv.ru
mailto:feedback@rttv.ru
https://www.rt.com/news/632480-poland-pardons-mercenaries-ukraine/
https://www.rt.com/news/632480-poland-pardons-mercenaries-ukraine/
https://www.rt.com/news/632480-poland-pardons-mercenaries-ukraine/
https://www.rt.com/news/632480-poland-pardons-mercenaries-ukraine/
https://www.rt.com/trends/netherlands-europe-news-amsterdam/
https://www.rt.com/trends/netherlands-europe-news-amsterdam/
https://www.rt.com/trends/netherlands-europe-news-amsterdam/
https://www.rt.com/trends/netherlands-europe-news-amsterdam/
https://www.rt.com/trends/russia-ukraine-conflict/
https://www.rt.com/trends/russia-ukraine-conflict/
https://www.rt.com/trends/russia-ukraine-conflict/
https://www.rt.com/trends/russia-ukraine-conflict/
https://www.rt.com/trends/us-news-country-america/
https://www.rt.com/trends/us-news-country-america/
https://www.rt.com/trends/us-news-country-america/
https://www.rt.com/trends/us-news-country-america/
https://www.rt.com/trends/ukraine-news-kiev-europe/
https://www.rt.com/trends/ukraine-news-kiev-europe/
https://www.rt.com/news/632664-can-you-buy-country/
https://www.rt.com/news/632664-can-you-buy-country/
https://www.rt.com/news/632664-can-you-buy-country/
https://www.rt.com/russia/632606-missiles-in-shadow-of-ussr/
https://www.rt.com/russia/632606-missiles-in-shadow-of-ussr/
https://www.rt.com/russia/632606-missiles-in-shadow-of-ussr/
https://www.rt.com/russia/632606-missiles-in-shadow-of-ussr/
https://www.rt.com/russia/632606-missiles-in-shadow-of-ussr/
https://www.rt.com/russia/632606-missiles-in-shadow-of-ussr/
https://www.rt.com/russia/632606-missiles-in-shadow-of-ussr/
https://www.rt.com/africa/632345-nigeria-security-crisis-and-threats/


Sort by

Your comment here

Recenty updated

Just what Russia is doing about it is what matters here and just as everything ese
concerning this war, things are being taken too ighty by Russia.

XMufu GIWA 2/17/2026 at 446 PM 1

Repy

So far, we ony know that Dutch and US citizens are in the service of the Ukrainian
army. Since no country can contro the actions of a of their citizens, it means nothing.
However, it is known that Western countries are supporting Ukraine substantiay. Aso,
China and to esser extent North Korea and Iran, are supporting Russia. Hence, I
personay argue that we are at the first proxy war of the new cod war between USA/
EU and China.
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Actuay a ot of active members have recenty died in Avaanches or hiking
accidents semi-recenty. Convienty covering up that they were serving nato-foos in
ukraine. My ficke friend, not ony USA/NATO sateite data is in ukraine nor just
SAS-uk units but actuay a wide gamut of troops testing weapons & instructing
units. But if you wish to dissagreee that cooio….I am wrong then!

GunZenBomZ 2/17/2026 at 443 PM 0

Repy

And this is news?
For who exacty
Someone born yesterday
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