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US insists that Kiev ‘get out
of Donbass’ – Zelensky
Donald Trump earlier pressed the Ukrainian leader to

hold elections and “come to the table fast”

Both Moscow and
Washington insist that Kiev's
withdrawal from Russia’s
Donbass is a condition for
ending the con�ict, Ukraine’s
Vladimir Zelensky has said.
US President Donald Trump
earlier urged Kiev to “come to
the table fast,” accusing
Ukraine of dragging out the
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settlement process.

In an interview with AFP on
Friday, Zelensky con�rmed that “both the Americans and the Russians say that if
you want the war to end tomorrow, get out of Donbass.”

Despite gradually losing ground to Moscow, Zelensky rejected suggestions that
Ukraine is on the brink of defeat. “You can’t say that we’re losing the war… The
question is whether we will win. That is the question – but it’s a very costly
question.”

Trump has made no secret of his growing
impatience with Kiev. Earlier this month,
he said, “Ukraine better come to the table
fast.” In separate remarks, he stated that
“Russia wants to make a deal and
Zelensky is going to have to get moving,”
adding that Russian President Vladimir
Putin is “ready to make a deal… [though]
Ukraine is less ready.”

Zelensky – who has consistently ruled out
territorial concessions – pushed back,
telling Axios that the US approach is not fair.

The Ukrainian leader – whose presidential term expired in 2024 and was labeled
by Russia as “illegitimate” – also reiterated his reluctance to hold elections. “No
one wants elections during a war. Everyone is afraid of its destructive e�ect,” he
said, claiming that “the Russians just want to replace me.”

Zelensky previously agreed to hold elections following US pressure, but

Read more: Ukraine should come
to the table ‘fast’ – Trump

Protesters attack prime minister’s
residence in Albania (VIDEOS)

US weighs targeting Iranian leaders
and ‘regime change’ – Reuters

New dinosaur species unearthed in
Sahara (PHOTOS/VIDEO)

Trump announces new global tari�
after losing in Supreme Court

US insists that Kiev ‘get out of Donbass’ – Zelensky — RT Russia & Former Soviet Union https://www.rt.com/russia/632866-us-press-ukraine-leave-donbass/

2 of 15 21/02/2026, 18:06

https://www.rt.com/news/632663-trump-ukraine-geneva-talks/
https://www.rt.com/news/632663-trump-ukraine-geneva-talks/
https://www.rt.com/news/632663-trump-ukraine-geneva-talks/
https://www.rt.com/news/632663-trump-ukraine-geneva-talks/
https://www.rt.com/news/632663-trump-ukraine-geneva-talks/
https://www.rt.com/news/632663-trump-ukraine-geneva-talks/
https://www.rt.com/news/632663-trump-ukraine-geneva-talks/
https://www.rt.com/news/632663-trump-ukraine-geneva-talks/
https://www.rt.com/news/632663-trump-ukraine-geneva-talks/
https://www.rt.com/news/632663-trump-ukraine-geneva-talks/
https://www.rt.com/news/632663-trump-ukraine-geneva-talks/
https://www.rt.com/news/632663-trump-ukraine-geneva-talks/
https://www.rt.com/news/632663-trump-ukraine-geneva-talks/
https://www.rt.com/news/632856-albania-protesters-attack-govt-hq/
https://www.rt.com/news/632856-albania-protesters-attack-govt-hq/
https://www.rt.com/news/632856-albania-protesters-attack-govt-hq/
https://www.rt.com/news/632856-albania-protesters-attack-govt-hq/
https://www.rt.com/news/632856-albania-protesters-attack-govt-hq/
https://www.rt.com/news/632856-albania-protesters-attack-govt-hq/
https://www.rt.com/news/632851-us-military-iran-regime-change/
https://www.rt.com/news/632851-us-military-iran-regime-change/
https://www.rt.com/news/632851-us-military-iran-regime-change/
https://www.rt.com/news/632851-us-military-iran-regime-change/
https://www.rt.com/news/632851-us-military-iran-regime-change/
https://www.rt.com/news/632851-us-military-iran-regime-change/
https://www.rt.com/africa/632835-new-dinosaur-species-unearthed-niger/
https://www.rt.com/africa/632835-new-dinosaur-species-unearthed-niger/
https://www.rt.com/africa/632835-new-dinosaur-species-unearthed-niger/
https://www.rt.com/africa/632835-new-dinosaur-species-unearthed-niger/
https://www.rt.com/africa/632835-new-dinosaur-species-unearthed-niger/
https://www.rt.com/africa/632835-new-dinosaur-species-unearthed-niger/
https://www.rt.com/news/632854-trump-new-tariff-supreme-court/
https://www.rt.com/news/632854-trump-new-tariff-supreme-court/
https://www.rt.com/news/632854-trump-new-tariff-supreme-court/
https://www.rt.com/news/632854-trump-new-tariff-supreme-court/
https://www.rt.com/news/632854-trump-new-tariff-supreme-court/
https://www.rt.com/news/632854-trump-new-tariff-supreme-court/


demanded security guarantees from the West.

Zelensky’s interview followed a new round of Russia-US-Ukraine talks in Geneva.
Prior to the negotiations, Moscow said they would revolve around the issue of
territory.

Russia has insisted that a sustainable settlement will only be possible if Ukraine
withdraws from the areas still under its control in Donbass – which voted to join
Russia in 2022 – and commits to neutrality, demilitarization, and denazi�cation.
Russia has also demanded that Ukraine recognize its new borders.
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