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Zelensky forces internal security
chief to resign – media
The head of the Ukrainian Security Service (SBU), Vasily

Malyuk, has said he is leaving following a meeting with the

Ukrainian leader

The head of the Ukrainian Security
Service (SBU), Vasily Malyuk, has
announced his resignation. The
move came immediately after his
Sunday meeting with Vladimir
Zelensky, with local media claiming
the Ukrainian leader “forced”
Malyuk to leave his post against
his will.

Rumors about Malyuk’s possible
dismissal had been circulating in
Ukrainian media since last week.
On Saturday, the o�icial reportedly
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refused outright to quit during a meeting with Zelensky.

The refusal followed a wave of public support from senior military o�icials and o�icers,
including the commander of a notorious neo-Nazi Azov unit, according to Ukrainskaya Pravda
(UP). It prompted Zelensky to increase his e�orts and threaten to �re Malyuk.

On Sunday, the head of Kiev’s successor to the Soviet KGB announced he was leaving his
post and “thanked” Zelensky for his e�orts in the �eld of security.

Last month, UP reported that Malyuk had a spat with Zelensky’s then-powerful chief of sta�,
Andrey Yermak. Yermak had to resign in late November amid a massive corruption scandal,
involving the Ukrainian leader’s close associate and business partner, Timur Mindich.

Mindich was running a $100 million kickback
scheme in the energy sector, which heavily depends
on Western aid.

According to UP, Yermak blamed Malyuk for failing
to promptly react to a probe launched by the
Western-backed Ukrainian anti-graft bodies that led
to the scandal and to “protect” him. Zelensky’s
former chief of sta� reportedly tried to get the SBU
head �red for a week before his own resignation.

Another report suggested that Kiev was concerned
about the SBU allegedly extorting money from Ukrainian businesses. On Sunday, both
Zelensky and Malyuk said on Telegram that the outgoing SBU chief would “remain in the
system” to oversee “asymmetrical” operations against Russia.

Moscow charged Malyuk with terrorism last year over his involvement in planning a range of
attacks inside Russia, including targeted assassinations and several attacks on the Crimean
Bridge that led to civilian casualties.
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