
Vice President of Venezuela Delcy Rodriguez reacts after being sworn in as
Acting President of Venezuela. ©  Getty Images
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Trump putting Venezuela’s interim
leader on ‘short leash’ – Politico
The US wants to “whip” Delcy Rodriguez into taking several pro-

American steps and then “dispose of her,” a source told the

outlet

The administration of US President
Donald Trump is demanding that
Venezuela’s interim leader, Delcy
Rodriguez, adopt a series of pro-
American measures and then
expects her to be removed once
she complies, Politico reported on
Monday, citing sources.

Rodriguez, a former vice president
and staunch ally of Venezuelan
President Nicolas Maduro, was
sworn in as interim president after
Maduro was kidnapped by US
forces in an unprecedented raid on
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Caracas. While Rodriguez condemned the US and vowed that the country “will never return to
being the colony of another empire,” she has signaled openness to “cooperation” with
Washington.

Now, the US wants Rodriguez to crack down on drug tra�icking, expel Iranian, Cuban, and other
operatives hostile to Washington, and halt oil sales to US adversaries, two Politico sources
claimed. US o�icials also reportedly expect Rodriguez to eventually hold free elections and step
aside, though no de�nite deadlines have been set.

One person close to the administration told Politico
that Rodriguez was on a “short leash,” adding that
the Trump team was “con�dent they can whip her in
whatever direction they want before they dispose of
her and move on.”

Aside from the threat of launching a second military
operation against Venezuela, the US reportedly sees
sanctions relief and access to Rodriguez’s �nancial
assets as leverage. However, several Politico
sources said they were unaware of any plans to lift
sanctions or provide signi�cant humanitarian aid at
this stage.

The Trump team is also seeking the release of Americans detained in Venezuela, though people
familiar with the matter said Washington has not demanded the release of all Venezuela’s
political opposition �gures, according to Politico.

However, the odds of Rodrigez complying with the demands are low due to rivalries among
Venezuela’s top o�icials, one person familiar with the matter told the outlet, describing the
political landscape as “an unstable pit of vipers.”

President Donald Trump has openly asserted that Washington will “run” Venezuela until an
“orderly transition,” while warning that Rodriguez could pay an even “bigger price” than Maduro if
she resists US demands.
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Follow RT on

Dear readers! Thank you for your vibrant engagement with our content and for sharing your points of
view. Please note that we have switched to a new commenting system. To leave comments, you will need
to register. We are working on some adjustments so if you have questions or suggestions feel free to
send them to feedback@rttv.ru. Please check our commenting policy

Donald Trump, Nicolas Maduro, Venezuela

Heroes, dictators, and the long �ght for
sovereignty in Latin America before Maduro

FEATURE

‘This show was for everyone – not just Latin
America:’ Russian experts assess Trump’s
Venezuela gambit FEATURE

Trump putting Venezuela’s interim leader on ‘short leash’ – Politico — RT World News https://swentr.site/news/630662-trump-venezuela-leader-short-leash/

3 of 73 06/01/2026, 20:19

https://t.me/rtnews
https://t.me/rtnews
mailto:feedback@rttv.ru
mailto:feedback@rttv.ru
https://swentr.site/comment-posting-rules/
https://swentr.site/comment-posting-rules/
https://swentr.site/trends/donald-trump-president-us/
https://swentr.site/trends/donald-trump-president-us/
https://swentr.site/trends/donald-trump-president-us/
https://swentr.site/trends/donald-trump-president-us/
https://swentr.site/trends/nicolas-maduro-venezuela-president/
https://swentr.site/trends/nicolas-maduro-venezuela-president/
https://swentr.site/trends/nicolas-maduro-venezuela-president/
https://swentr.site/trends/nicolas-maduro-venezuela-president/
https://swentr.site/trends/venezuela-south-america-oil/
https://swentr.site/trends/venezuela-south-america-oil/
https://swentr.site/news/630630-heroes-dictators-latin-america/
https://swentr.site/news/630630-heroes-dictators-latin-america/
https://swentr.site/news/630630-heroes-dictators-latin-america/
https://swentr.site/news/630630-heroes-dictators-latin-america/
https://swentr.site/news/630630-heroes-dictators-latin-america/
https://swentr.site/news/630518-russian-experts-assess-trumps-venezuela-gambit/
https://swentr.site/news/630518-russian-experts-assess-trumps-venezuela-gambit/
https://swentr.site/news/630518-russian-experts-assess-trumps-venezuela-gambit/
https://swentr.site/news/630518-russian-experts-assess-trumps-venezuela-gambit/
https://swentr.site/news/630518-russian-experts-assess-trumps-venezuela-gambit/
https://swentr.site/news/630518-russian-experts-assess-trumps-venezuela-gambit/
https://swentr.site/news/630518-russian-experts-assess-trumps-venezuela-gambit/


Sort by

Your comment here

Recenty updated

«the US wants Rodriguez to crack down on drug trafficking, expe Iranian, Cuban, and other
operatives hostie to Washington, and hat oi saes to US adversaries, two Poitico sources
caimed. US officias aso reportedy expect Rodriguez to eventuay hod free eections and step
aside, though no definite deadines have been set.»

As far as the eections go, Venezuea probaby has something akin to the USs COG program. She
woud probaby finish off Maduroʼs term and then reguar eections woud probaby take pace. As
far as the other stuff? First off, keep doing what youʼre doing and the whoe word wi be
adversaries of Washington… Aso, stop pretending the word is your oyster… Venezuea is a
sovereign nation and protected from your threats by UN treaties and agreements.

PA Sucks Pasuxx 1/6/2026 at 316 PM 1

Repy

Treaties mean nothing as ong as nations are not wiing to back them up with miitary action of
their own and no one wi. If the Venezuean peope themseves are not wiing to fight for their
own nation and sovereignty then they wi not have it. Simpe.

Robin Osen 1/6/2026 at 438 PM 1

Repy

Venezuea WAS a sovereign nation but is now a US coony. We donʼt want to govern this 3rd
word country, we just want the oi!! Venezuea is now governed from Miami by Viceroy Narco
Rubio. We got the worse that Venezuea had to offer, the weathy cass.. They are a over
Forida ike mosquitoes!!

Yemoot Toomey 1/6/2026 at 543 PM 0
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Forida ike mosquitoes!!

Repy

I have read somewhere that once the acting president is out, new presidentia eections must be
conducted within 30 days. Thatʼs why Maduro wasnʼt removed, but merey decared temporariy
out of office.

M 1/6/2026 at 712 PM 1

Repy

Yes, I think thatʼs true. A wise move on Decyʼs part.

Jean Wyman 1/6/2026 at 816 PM 0

Repy

Trump has turned into a sicko

Bee Somsak 1/6/2026 at 619 PM 1

Repy

Trumpstein was aways one. Epstein tod Larry Summers in an emai word by word, «Reca
what Iʼve tod you — i have met some very bad peope, none as bad as Trump. Not one decent
ce in his body.»

Libertus 1/6/2026 at 716 PM 1

Repy

Thank you.

Jean Wyman 1/6/2026 at 813 PM 0

Repy

Venezueaʼs poitica andscape is an ‘unstabe pit of vipers .̓ The same coud be said for neary
any countryʼs poitica andscape. That is what poitics is a about.

Frank Bangeard 1/6/2026 at 717 PM 1

Repy

Jean Wyman 1/6/2026 at 813 PM 0

Trump putting Venezuela’s interim leader on ‘short leash’ – Politico — RT World News https://swentr.site/news/630662-trump-venezuela-leader-short-leash/

5 of 73 06/01/2026, 20:19

https://www.rt.com/news/630662-trump-venezuela-leader-short-leash/#remark42__comment-b36534f8-450f-4f79-9313-2d008ba6815b
https://www.rt.com/news/630662-trump-venezuela-leader-short-leash/#remark42__comment-b36534f8-450f-4f79-9313-2d008ba6815b
https://www.rt.com/news/630662-trump-venezuela-leader-short-leash/#remark42__comment-134c806e-4ecf-46d7-a236-152aa0219597
https://www.rt.com/news/630662-trump-venezuela-leader-short-leash/#remark42__comment-134c806e-4ecf-46d7-a236-152aa0219597
https://www.rt.com/news/630662-trump-venezuela-leader-short-leash/#remark42__comment-134c806e-4ecf-46d7-a236-152aa0219597
https://www.rt.com/news/630662-trump-venezuela-leader-short-leash/#remark42__comment-3898c664-5044-4611-9b91-8504b91be11c
https://www.rt.com/news/630662-trump-venezuela-leader-short-leash/#remark42__comment-3898c664-5044-4611-9b91-8504b91be11c
https://www.rt.com/news/630662-trump-venezuela-leader-short-leash/#remark42__comment-b36534f8-450f-4f79-9313-2d008ba6815b
https://www.rt.com/news/630662-trump-venezuela-leader-short-leash/#remark42__comment-b36534f8-450f-4f79-9313-2d008ba6815b
https://www.rt.com/news/630662-trump-venezuela-leader-short-leash/#remark42__comment-b36534f8-450f-4f79-9313-2d008ba6815b
https://www.rt.com/news/630662-trump-venezuela-leader-short-leash/#remark42__comment-5c9faf45-f55b-4062-bfdf-8323112ebc64
https://www.rt.com/news/630662-trump-venezuela-leader-short-leash/#remark42__comment-5c9faf45-f55b-4062-bfdf-8323112ebc64
https://www.rt.com/news/630662-trump-venezuela-leader-short-leash/#remark42__comment-8419520d-580f-4e52-bd0b-dd2e22e5a89d
https://www.rt.com/news/630662-trump-venezuela-leader-short-leash/#remark42__comment-8419520d-580f-4e52-bd0b-dd2e22e5a89d
https://www.rt.com/news/630662-trump-venezuela-leader-short-leash/#remark42__comment-5c9faf45-f55b-4062-bfdf-8323112ebc64
https://www.rt.com/news/630662-trump-venezuela-leader-short-leash/#remark42__comment-5c9faf45-f55b-4062-bfdf-8323112ebc64
https://www.rt.com/news/630662-trump-venezuela-leader-short-leash/#remark42__comment-5c9faf45-f55b-4062-bfdf-8323112ebc64
https://www.rt.com/news/630662-trump-venezuela-leader-short-leash/#remark42__comment-4f02bfe8-3758-459a-9e74-c94fc22e064e
https://www.rt.com/news/630662-trump-venezuela-leader-short-leash/#remark42__comment-4f02bfe8-3758-459a-9e74-c94fc22e064e
https://www.rt.com/news/630662-trump-venezuela-leader-short-leash/#remark42__comment-8419520d-580f-4e52-bd0b-dd2e22e5a89d
https://www.rt.com/news/630662-trump-venezuela-leader-short-leash/#remark42__comment-8419520d-580f-4e52-bd0b-dd2e22e5a89d
https://www.rt.com/news/630662-trump-venezuela-leader-short-leash/#remark42__comment-8419520d-580f-4e52-bd0b-dd2e22e5a89d
https://www.rt.com/news/630662-trump-venezuela-leader-short-leash/#remark42__comment-b0261c78-497a-4446-afd5-53c55e4a16f0
https://www.rt.com/news/630662-trump-venezuela-leader-short-leash/#remark42__comment-b0261c78-497a-4446-afd5-53c55e4a16f0
https://www.rt.com/news/630662-trump-venezuela-leader-short-leash/#remark42__comment-9d76616a-dea8-4161-98f3-dad728841043
https://www.rt.com/news/630662-trump-venezuela-leader-short-leash/#remark42__comment-9d76616a-dea8-4161-98f3-dad728841043
https://www.rt.com/news/630662-trump-venezuela-leader-short-leash/#remark42__comment-b0261c78-497a-4446-afd5-53c55e4a16f0
https://www.rt.com/news/630662-trump-venezuela-leader-short-leash/#remark42__comment-b0261c78-497a-4446-afd5-53c55e4a16f0
https://www.rt.com/news/630662-trump-venezuela-leader-short-leash/#remark42__comment-b0261c78-497a-4446-afd5-53c55e4a16f0


The same coud and definitey is said about Tadofʼs regime in DC.

Repy

I doubt Decy Rodriguez wi stay in the position much onger. The Venezueans wi repace her.

August Bom 1/6/2026 at 641 PM 5

Repy

Venezueans eected her and Maduro.

GeorgeBMac 1/6/2026 at 702 PM 2

Repy

Maduroʼs son ooks ready to ead Venezuea and punch Trumpʼs teeth out through the back of
his sku

Tyrone 1/6/2026 at 726 PM 0

Repy
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