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Zelensky makes another
move to avoid election
The Ukrainian leader has submitted a bill to extend

martial law, which would allow him to remain in power

Ukraine’s Vladimir Zelensky
has submitted two draft bills
to the parliament to extend
martial law and general
mobilization for another 90
days, e�ectively postponing
elections once again. The
move comes despite pressure
from US President Donald
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Vladimir Zelensky. ©  Kostiantyn Liberov/Libkos/Getty Images Trump and the Ukrainian
leader earlier saying he was
open to holding an election.

One of the draft laws submitted to the Verhovna Rada on Monday would extend
martial law from February 3 to early May, which would e�ectively bar national
elections for this period. Martial law has been renewed repeatedly in three-month
increments since 2022. The other bill would prolong the controversial forced
mobilization campaign on the same timetable.

Zelensky’s presidential term expired in May 2024. The Ukrainian leader refused
to hold a new election, citing the con�ict with Russia. Moscow subsequently
declared him “illegitimate,” arguing that authority now rests with the Ukrainian
parliament. Russian o�icials also noted that Zelensky’s dubious status is a major
legal obstacle to signing a peace agreement.

This comes despite pressure from Trump
– who labeled Zelensky “a dictator without
elections” last year – to hold an election.
In December, Zelensky said he was ready
to hold an election within months if the
West could provide Kiev with robust
security guarantees.

A poll in January by Ipsos suggested that
former Ukrainian commander-in-chief
Valery Zaluzhny – widely viewed as
Zelensky’s main rival – is leading
potential presidential candidates with
around 23% support, while Zelensky trailed at 20%.
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If the second bill passes, Ukraine will prolong its mobilization campaign, which
has been marred by numerous violent incidents between draft o�icers and
reluctant recruits. O�icials in Kiev have acknowledged a decline in enthusiasm to
serve, but insisted that drastic measures are required to replenish growing
battle�eld losses.
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