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Why are EU leaders suddenly
being nice to Russia?

The German chancellor, French president
and Italian prime minister appear to have
seen reason in making up with Moscow.
But is it genuine?

By Tarik Cyril Amar, a historian from
Germany working at Koç University, Istanbul,
on Russia, Ukraine, and Eastern Europe, the
history of World War II, the cultural Cold War,
and the politics of memory
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Sometimes a surprising statement made almost in
passing on a minor occasion can pack a lot of political
oomph. And sometimes, it’s just a slip and won’t tell
you much about either the present or the future. But
how do you know?

That is the challenge posed by German Chancellor
Friedrich Merz’s recent – and very unusual – talk
about a “compromise”  (“Ausgleich” in German) with
Russia, which, he also stressed, is “a European
country,” indeed “our greatest European neighbor.”

Outside the context of current Western and, in
particular, German and EU politics, such a statement
may seem almost commonplace. Obviously, it would
make sense for Berlin – and Brussels, too – to work
toward a peaceful, productive, mutually bene�cial
relationship with Moscow. Equally obviously, this is
not merely an option but, in reality, a vital necessity
(as Merz may have been hinting at when emphasizing
that Russia is Germany’s greatest European
neighbor: Greatest as in indispensable?).

Yet once you add the actual context of escalating
German and EU policies toward Russia since 2014 at
the very latest, Merz’s sudden insight into the obvious
appears almost sensational. For over a decade,
German and EU policy toward Moscow has been
based on three simple – and self-damagingly insane –
ideas: First, Russia is our enemy by default and
“forever” (see the refreshingly frank admission by
German Foreign Minister Johann Wadephul). Second,
using Ukraine (and a lot of Ukrainians), we can defeat
that enemy with a combination of economic and
diplomatic warfare and a very bloody proxy war on the
ground. Finally, there is no alternative: it is
VERBOTEN to even think about genuine give-and-
take negotiations and any compromise that would
also be good enough for Moscow.

Merz, moreover, has no record as a doubter of these
moronic dogmas. On the contrary, he has been a
consistent uber-hawk, combining the requisite
constant Russophobic undertone with a long series of
hardline initiatives and positions. Just a few months
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ago, for instance, Merz fought tooth and nail for
con�scating Russian sovereign assets frozen in the
EU. That he lost that �ght was due to resistance from
Belgium – which would have been exposed to
absurdly irrational risks by permitting that robbery –
and France and Italy, whose leaders tripped up their
hapless German “ally” at the last minute.

In a similar
combination of
public belligerence
and �nal futility,
Merz had long
been a proponent
of delivering
advanced German
Taurus cruise
missiles –
particularly well-
suited for
destroying things
such as Russia’s Kerch Bridge – to Ukraine, before
abandoning that awful idea. Ultimately and wisely, he
shied away from involving Germany even more
deeply in the proxy �ght against Russia, most likely
under the impression of very �rm warnings from
Moscow.

Just this month, the German chancellor declared he is
ready to send German soldiers to secure a “cease�re”
in Ukraine. Yes, that would be that cease�re that
Moscow has ruled out as a dishonest half-measure. It
is true that Merz hedged this announcement with
conditions that make it irrelevant. But, nonetheless, it
was not a contribution to de-escalation with Russia.

Yet here we are. Speaking not in Berlin, but the
provincial metropolis of Halle in Eastern Germany,
Merz used the occasion of a fairly humdrum meeting
under the auspices of a regional IHK (Industrie und
Handelskammer) meeting to speak about Germany’s
relationship with Russia.

The IHK is a chamber of industry and commerce, an
economic association of some weight. But it is not the
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parliament in Berlin or, for instance, even a foreign-
policy information war out�t/think tank. Most of Merz’s
remarks, unsurprisingly, concerned the German
economy, which, he had to admit, is not in a good
state, but, he promised, will be better soon. He also
gave his word to �ght and reduce bureaucracy, not
only in Germany but the EU as well. That sort of stu�,
nothing special, political potboiler.

But then, in the
middle of the
absolutely
predictable and
rather boring
meeting, the
chancellor
suddenly extended
a hand to Moscow.
Or did he? Merz
himself knows that
his having
anything to say

about Russia that comes without foam at the mouth is
extraordinary: he took care to assure his listeners that
it was not the location “in the East” (that is, the former
East Germany) that made him strike such a new tone
regarding Russia.

His audience may or may not have been convinced by
that all-too-quick denial. Halle is not only a major city
in Germany’s East, but also, more speci�cally, the
second-largest conurbation in the Land of Saxony-
Anhalt. That is where, polls suggest, the new-right
Alternative for Germany (AfD) party may well win a
crucial election in September, particularly by
outdistancing Merz’s own mainstream conservatives
(CDU). A similar scenario is possible in Mecklenburg-
Vorpommern, also in Germany’s East.

In both places, even a relative (not absolute) AfD
majority, which seems certain at this point, would
expose the traditional parties and especially the CDU
to one of their worst nightmares: the end of the so-
called “�rewall,” that is, the harebrained and
undemocratic policy of simply freezing the AfD out of

Read more: EU’s Kallas says it’s
time for booze – Politico

Why are EU leaders suddenly being nice to Russia? — RT ... https://www.rt.com/news/631052-russia-eu-leaders-compr...

4 of 45 18/01/2026, 15:07

https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-de/aktuelles/rede-kanzler-ihk-halle-dessau-2402682
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-de/aktuelles/rede-kanzler-ihk-halle-dessau-2402682
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-de/aktuelles/rede-kanzler-ihk-halle-dessau-2402682
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-de/aktuelles/rede-kanzler-ihk-halle-dessau-2402682
https://www.welt.de/politik/deutschland/article696845c4e954401861ee0f2d/bundeskanzler-in-halle-friedrich-merz-wuerde-gerne-das-arbeitszeitgesetz-abschaffen.html
https://www.welt.de/politik/deutschland/article696845c4e954401861ee0f2d/bundeskanzler-in-halle-friedrich-merz-wuerde-gerne-das-arbeitszeitgesetz-abschaffen.html
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-de/aktuelles/rede-kanzler-ihk-halle-dessau-2402682
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-de/aktuelles/rede-kanzler-ihk-halle-dessau-2402682
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-de/aktuelles/rede-kanzler-ihk-halle-dessau-2402682
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-de/aktuelles/rede-kanzler-ihk-halle-dessau-2402682
https://www.zeit.de/politik/deutschland/2025-09/landtagswahl-2026-sachsen-anhalt-afd-umfrage
https://www.zeit.de/politik/deutschland/2025-09/landtagswahl-2026-sachsen-anhalt-afd-umfrage
https://www.zeit.de/politik/deutschland/2025-09/landtagswahl-2026-sachsen-anhalt-afd-umfrage
https://www.zeit.de/politik/deutschland/2025-09/landtagswahl-2026-sachsen-anhalt-afd-umfrage
https://www.spiegel.de/politik/deutschland/landtagswahlen-2026-umfragen-fuer-baden-wuerttemberg-mecklenburg-vorpommern-berlin-rheinland-pfalz-sachsen-anhalt-a-7e77ee8c-281f-4ab7-834c-930997191a97
https://www.spiegel.de/politik/deutschland/landtagswahlen-2026-umfragen-fuer-baden-wuerttemberg-mecklenburg-vorpommern-berlin-rheinland-pfalz-sachsen-anhalt-a-7e77ee8c-281f-4ab7-834c-930997191a97
https://www.spiegel.de/politik/deutschland/landtagswahlen-2026-umfragen-fuer-baden-wuerttemberg-mecklenburg-vorpommern-berlin-rheinland-pfalz-sachsen-anhalt-a-7e77ee8c-281f-4ab7-834c-930997191a97
https://www.spiegel.de/politik/deutschland/landtagswahlen-2026-umfragen-fuer-baden-wuerttemberg-mecklenburg-vorpommern-berlin-rheinland-pfalz-sachsen-anhalt-a-7e77ee8c-281f-4ab7-834c-930997191a97
https://www.rt.com/news/631010-eu-kallas-suggests-drinking/
https://www.rt.com/news/631010-eu-kallas-suggests-drinking/
https://www.rt.com/news/631010-eu-kallas-suggests-drinking/
https://www.rt.com/news/631010-eu-kallas-suggests-drinking/
https://www.rt.com/news/631010-eu-kallas-suggests-drinking/
https://www.rt.com/news/631010-eu-kallas-suggests-drinking/
https://www.rt.com/news/631010-eu-kallas-suggests-drinking/
https://www.rt.com/news/631010-eu-kallas-suggests-drinking/
https://www.rt.com/news/631010-eu-kallas-suggests-drinking/
https://www.rt.com/news/631010-eu-kallas-suggests-drinking/
https://www.rt.com/news/631010-eu-kallas-suggests-drinking/
https://www.rt.com/news/631010-eu-kallas-suggests-drinking/
https://www.rt.com/news/631010-eu-kallas-suggests-drinking/


the building of ruling coalitions. Merz personally has
been an iron proponent of the “�rewall.” Razing it,
even regionally, will cost him his political career or
force him into a brutal, humiliating 180-degree turn.

One important reason voters in Germany’s East are
unhappy with the traditional parties is their policy of
relentless, self-damaging confrontation toward Russia
and equally relentless, really masochistic support for
Zelensky’s regime in Ukraine. Just now, one of
Germany’s highest courts has �nally, in essence,
recognized the fact that Ukraine was deeply involved
in the worst vital-infrastructure attack in postwar
German history, the destruction of most of the Nord
Stream pipelines. Many Germans have had enough,
not only but especially in Germany’s East.

That is why Merz
knows that any
apparent
concessions to
Moscow will meet
healthy skepticism
there. He also has
a solid and well-
deserved
reputation for
breaking his
promises. His
listeners in Halle
may well have
dismissed the new Merz sound as nothing but cheap
pre-electoral manipulation.

And perhaps that is all it was. But there are good
reasons to keep an open mind. For one thing, Merz
has not been the only EU leader striking a more
conciliatory note recently. As the Russian government
has noted, similar statements have been made in
France and Italy. The leaders of both countries,
Emmanuel Macron and Georgia Meloni, have been no
less bold than Merz in stating the obvious, namely –
to summarize – that not even talking to Moscow is a
daft policy.

Read more: Kremlin welcomes
European U-turn on talks with
Russia
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It is not hard to see why EU politicians may be
prepared to pursue diplomacy again. Their imperial
overlord in Washington has made it clear that the
Ukraine war will be their problem and theirs alone,
while also displaying a brutality towards the world,
including the clients/vassals in Europe, that is
unusually open even by American standards.

After the tari� wars, the new US National Security
Strategy, Venezuela, and the threats against Denmark
over Greenland, could it be that, at very long last,
some in Europe are slowly waking up to the fact that
the worst threat to the sorry remains of their
sovereignty, their economies, and also their traditional
political elites is Washington, not Moscow? It would be
very rash to assume so. But we can hope.

The statements, views and opinions expressed
in this column are solely those of the author
and do not necessarily represent those of RT.
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Right. But it is a sef imposed probem. First, the
radica Green party has brought the German
economy down, together with the red sociaists.
And now, after the eections, this guy teamed up
with the sociaists again and he is giving the
German economy the fina strike. When he
(hopefuy) eaves office in 2029, the German
economy wi be dead.

Repy

First of a, the German chanceor has ied just
before the eections, he has ied soon after the
eections and he has repeated ying to the German
peope. There is a pattern, and it consists of «ying to
other peope». Therefore, I donʼt beieve a singe
word he is saying. He wi do anything to stay in
power, since he proved aready, that he wi do
anything to cinch power.

Kar Heinz Godberger

1/17/2026 at 536 PM
3

Repy

Being nice to Hiter, saying he was good because he
fought Russia did not work.
Now, no other option than bow and beg.

koaquira 1/17/2026 at 523 PM 1

Repy

The question that needs to be answered first, before
any serious & binding rapprochement between
Russia and any members of NATO and/or the EU may
begin, is how many decades of peacefu, predictabe
& reciproca trust-buiding cooperation must pass
before the Kremin is finay convinced again that
they are deaing with potentia partners, instead of
gasighting, backstabbing, ideoogicay fanatic,
imperiaist maniacs. Iʼd guess a minimum of two, but
thatʼs an optimistic view. Hard, stoic reaism is the
ony way to proceed. As for today, itʼs far too eary.

Francis Louis Szot 1/17/2026 at 401 PM 1

Repy

Who Benefits 1/17/2026 at 236 PM 1
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The Enemy of my Enemy is My Friend!

Repy

Because the U.S. wants no troube from Russia in
Venezuea or possiby Greenand. Perhaps they want
to cut a dea. Donʼt think Russia is siy enough to fa
for their ies again.

John_Wick 1/17/2026 at 1123 AM 2

Repy

Putin recenty said that Russia is at war with the
US. One of those red ines wi finay set the war
into motion.

Ghost Writer 1/17/2026 at 225 PM 1

Repy

Wes congratuations seems the ight at the end of
the tunne. God ook what you are doing. Tons of
bessings you wi receive for making peace. You wi
see hope how your countries economy is grow.
GodBess you a. Amen. Noahide. God7Laws.

Edwin 1/17/2026 at 212 PM 1

Repy

Do you reaize that breaking any of the Noahide
aws carries death by beheading???

Ghost Writer 1/17/2026 at 222 PM 1

Repy

Tariffs Amar here is on the ba, and asking the right
questions, because for Europe, itʼs either be nice to
Russia (a very EUROPEAN country indeed), or try
take it by force (by war). Probem is, Putin knows this
and wi not succum to the atter — he wi iteray
freez over for them if they donʼt start becoming
friendy.

Raph Griebenow 1/17/2026 at 201 PM 1

Repy

They are a WEF, this is a part of Schwabs great
Reset, and everyone is faing for it, east and west,

No Repy 1/17/2026 at 157 PM 1
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Reset, and everyone is faing for it, east and west,
you sha own nothing but you sha be happy.

Repy

Disband NATO. No more Junk technoogy arms
purchases from the United States.

traffa2 1/17/2026 at 150 PM 3

Repy

Maybe they have reaised that the United States is a
far worse enemy than Russia.

traffa2 1/17/2026 at 148 PM 4

Repy

For four years Europeans have ived under the
mantra of: «If We Donʼt Stop Russia in Ukraine, they
wi invade Europe».
But, today it is Trump who is openy threatening to
invade Europe/Greenand and make it a US Coony.

THAT might be enough to change some minds about
Russia — when they are faced with a rea invasion
rather than an excuse

GeorgeBMac 1/17/2026 at 135 PM 5

Repy

Iʼd never trust Merz who seems to detest the German
peope

W Day 1/17/2026 at 1120 AM 2

Repy

No one is nice.

When your arch enemy is under pressure and
you are winning he wi resort to any means to
sti get the better of you.

Sometimes I reay doubt the capacity of the human
mind…..every chid knows this behavior and can
practice it….just observe a schoo yard during break
time…or try to at east remember your own chidhood
or that of your kids….ajajajaee

Madrina 1/17/2026 at 1113 AM 0

Repy
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Repy

From the perspective of the non-Western boc,
thereʼs no best new than to be amazed reaizing that
the fire is turning the circus, aka the coective West,
into ashes. Itʼs karma for their deeds in the ast haf
miennium

Jone 1/17/2026 at 1059 AM 0

Repy

Are they EU eaders??? Shame!

Pathway Finance 1/17/2026 at 1057 AM 0

Repy

Some peope are VERY SLOW LEARNERS…

gottieb vera 1/17/2026 at 1036 AM 3

Repy

EU being pay the same script book ike Ukraine just
in bigger scae. if you win UK US win. if Russian win
UK US wi not get hurt.
so now you just ook back what was promise to
Ukarine, you were in the meeting room.

same promise you given.

Robert Moud 1/17/2026 at 1027 AM 0

Repy

ryan midget down under 80 proof bar said heʼs proud
his nation oves hedonists and schadenfreude

подводный интернет-кабель

1/17/2026 at 846 AM
0

Repy

Oreshnik brings out the best in Russiaʼs enemies.

Tanvir 1/17/2026 at 735 AM 0

Repy

as they say, canʼt beat them, join them

jack sparrow 1/17/2026 at 631 AM 2

Repy

Andy Goh 1/17/2026 at 558 AM 0
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Moving towards seeping with the enemy? Great!
Now it is the Russian side to pay divide and conquer.

Repy

The shoud not be trusted. They are probaby
preparing some trickery.

Ana 1/17/2026 at 548 AM 1

Repy

Judas used a kiss to identify the Lord to be caught. A
kiss is not aways what it is nor a smie a good sign.

Jõa 1/17/2026 at 412 AM 7

Repy

I appreciate your comment. Interesting and aso
intriguing.

Sui 1/17/2026 at 546 AM 0

Repy

Are We Russians once again Europeans??

2024  2025 I was apperenty an Asian

20222023 I was an Оrc

20142021 I was a gay-hating undemocratic Pro-
Putin

1991  2013 I was a Russian

1945  1991 my grandmother and me were сommies

1941 1945 my Grandmother was an üntermench

19181941 my famiy was reds

I wonder what I wi be 2027?

Ano ny Mouse 1/16/2026 at 649 PM 19

Repy

Survivor of the nucear war?

Anonydun “Hanonymouseˮ 82fgoog

1/16/2026 at 706 PM
3

Repy
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