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CIA setting up outpost in
Venezuela – CNN
The agency’s work in Caracas will reportedly follow the

Ukraine playbook

The CIA is “quietly working” to set
up a permanent presence in
Venezuela in order to shape the
country’s post-Maduro future, CNN
reported on Tuesday. The
network’s sources say the CIA
plans to run Venezuela like it did
Ukraine after 2014.

While the US State Department
plans to eventually open an o�icial
embassy in Caracas, establishing
a CIA “annex” is “priority number
one,” an anonymous US source
told CNN. Operating out of this
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outpost, agents will make contact with acting President Delcy Rodriguez’ government and
opposition parties, and “target third parties who may be threats,” the source said.

“Before diplomatic channels the annex can help set up liaison channels… that will allow
conversations that diplomats cannot have,” a former US o�icial told the network.

The CIA refused to comment, but its presence in
Venezuela is no secret. US President Donald
Trump authorized the agency to conduct covert
operations in Venezuela last October, three months
before President Nicolas Maduro was abducted by
US special forces.

Following the raid, CIA Director John Ratcli�e was
the �rst senior American o�icial to visit Venezuela
to meet with Rodriguez and her military chiefs.

The agency’s work in Venezuela will mirror its
“work in Ukraine,” CNN reported. The CIA’s work in

Ukraine began in earnest in February 2014, after President Viktor Yanukovich was
overthrown in a US-orchestrated coup. According to a New York Times report, the CIA
immediately took over management of Ukraine’s secret police agency, the SBU, and its
military intelligence agency, the HUR.

The Americans helped the Ukrainians set up paramilitary units, and trained Ukrainian agents
on conducting covert operations within Russia under false identities. CIA-trained operatives
assassinated two key Donetsk separatist commanders in the following years, and were
engaged in a “shadow war” with Russia long before 2022, the Times reported.

By 2022, Ukrainian spies were operating “inside Russia, across Europe, and in Cuba,” while
the CIA had constructed a dozen secret bases along Russia’s western border, according to
the report.

You can share this story on social media:

Subscribe to RT newsletter to get
news highlights of the day right in
your mailbox

E-mail

Subscribe

RT Features

Read more: ‘Enough of
Washington’s orders’ – Venezuela’s
interim president

US considering precision strikes on ‘high-
value’ Iranian o�icials – media

India and EU sign defense pact

Post-START world looms as Dmitry
Medvedev predicts new nuclear powers

FEATURE

We o�er you the possibility to receive RT's news

highlights every Monday, Wednesday and Friday

by email.

CIA setting up outpost in Venezuela – CNN — RT World News https://www.rt.com/news/631607-cia-base-venezuela-ukraine/

2 of 9 27/01/2026, 18:25

https://www.rt.com/tags/feature/
https://www.rt.com/tags/feature/
https://www.rt.com/news/631530-enough-of-washingtons-orders-venezuelas/
https://www.rt.com/news/631530-enough-of-washingtons-orders-venezuelas/
https://www.rt.com/news/631530-enough-of-washingtons-orders-venezuelas/
https://www.rt.com/news/631530-enough-of-washingtons-orders-venezuelas/
https://www.rt.com/news/631530-enough-of-washingtons-orders-venezuelas/
https://www.rt.com/news/631530-enough-of-washingtons-orders-venezuelas/
https://www.rt.com/news/631530-enough-of-washingtons-orders-venezuelas/
https://www.rt.com/news/631530-enough-of-washingtons-orders-venezuelas/
https://www.rt.com/news/631530-enough-of-washingtons-orders-venezuelas/
https://www.rt.com/news/631530-enough-of-washingtons-orders-venezuelas/
https://www.rt.com/news/631530-enough-of-washingtons-orders-venezuelas/
https://www.rt.com/news/631530-enough-of-washingtons-orders-venezuelas/
https://www.rt.com/news/631530-enough-of-washingtons-orders-venezuelas/
https://www.rt.com/news/631530-enough-of-washingtons-orders-venezuelas/
https://www.rt.com/news/631530-enough-of-washingtons-orders-venezuelas/
https://www.rt.com/news/631571-us-strike-iranian-officials/
https://www.rt.com/news/631571-us-strike-iranian-officials/
https://www.rt.com/news/631571-us-strike-iranian-officials/
https://www.rt.com/news/631571-us-strike-iranian-officials/
https://www.rt.com/news/631571-us-strike-iranian-officials/
https://www.rt.com/news/631571-us-strike-iranian-officials/
https://www.rt.com/india/631587-india-and-eu-sign-defense/
https://www.rt.com/india/631587-india-and-eu-sign-defense/
https://www.rt.com/india/631587-india-and-eu-sign-defense/
https://www.rt.com/russia/631526-nuclear-renaissance-start-dmitry-medvedev/
https://www.rt.com/russia/631526-nuclear-renaissance-start-dmitry-medvedev/
https://www.rt.com/russia/631526-nuclear-renaissance-start-dmitry-medvedev/
https://www.rt.com/russia/631526-nuclear-renaissance-start-dmitry-medvedev/
https://www.rt.com/russia/631526-nuclear-renaissance-start-dmitry-medvedev/
https://www.rt.com/russia/631526-nuclear-renaissance-start-dmitry-medvedev/
https://www.rt.com/russia/631526-nuclear-renaissance-start-dmitry-medvedev/
https://www.rt.com/russia/631526-nuclear-renaissance-start-dmitry-medvedev/
https://www.rt.com/russia/631526-nuclear-renaissance-start-dmitry-medvedev/


Follow RT on

Dear readers! Thank you for your vibrant engagement with our content and for sharing your points of
view. Please note that we have switched to a new commenting system. To leave comments, you will
need to register. We are working on some adjustments so if you have questions or suggestions feel
free to send them to feedback@rttv.ru. Please check our commenting policy

Central Intelligence Agency – CIA, Ukraine, Venezuela

Betrayed by America: Syria’s Kurds brace
for life without US FEATURE

Post-START world looms as Dmitry
Medvedev predicts new nuclear powers

FEATURE

CIA setting up outpost in Venezuela – CNN — RT World News https://www.rt.com/news/631607-cia-base-venezuela-ukraine/

3 of 9 27/01/2026, 18:25

https://t.me/rtnews
https://t.me/rtnews
mailto:feedback@rttv.ru
mailto:feedback@rttv.ru
https://www.rt.com/comment-posting-rules/
https://www.rt.com/comment-posting-rules/
https://www.rt.com/trends/cia-us-intelligence-agency/
https://www.rt.com/trends/cia-us-intelligence-agency/
https://www.rt.com/trends/cia-us-intelligence-agency/
https://www.rt.com/trends/cia-us-intelligence-agency/
https://www.rt.com/trends/ukraine-news-kiev-europe/
https://www.rt.com/trends/ukraine-news-kiev-europe/
https://www.rt.com/trends/ukraine-news-kiev-europe/
https://www.rt.com/trends/ukraine-news-kiev-europe/
https://www.rt.com/trends/venezuela-south-america-oil/
https://www.rt.com/trends/venezuela-south-america-oil/
https://www.rt.com/news/631576-syrias-kurds-betrayed-by-america/
https://www.rt.com/news/631576-syrias-kurds-betrayed-by-america/
https://www.rt.com/news/631576-syrias-kurds-betrayed-by-america/
https://www.rt.com/news/631576-syrias-kurds-betrayed-by-america/
https://www.rt.com/news/631576-syrias-kurds-betrayed-by-america/
https://www.rt.com/russia/631526-nuclear-renaissance-start-dmitry-medvedev/
https://www.rt.com/russia/631526-nuclear-renaissance-start-dmitry-medvedev/
https://www.rt.com/russia/631526-nuclear-renaissance-start-dmitry-medvedev/
https://www.rt.com/russia/631526-nuclear-renaissance-start-dmitry-medvedev/
https://www.rt.com/russia/631526-nuclear-renaissance-start-dmitry-medvedev/
https://www.rt.com/news/631511-how-west-rejected-hamas-democratic-victory/


Sort by

Your comment here

Recenty updated

…and that woud be the end of Venezuea as independent country….once and for a!
A socia programs wi be erased for the ordinary peope. The capitaism wi speed up the
ives of many. Most of the Venezuea wi work endess hours for foreign corporations.
The tradition of Venezuea wi be destroyed.
Peope wi work onger hours for smaer saaries. The heathcare, guaranteed by the
government, wi be destroyed graduay and wi be taken over by private companies.
Every major Venezuean factory wi be shot down, wi be paid for cheap so that the
corporations can buy it for cheap.
The government posta service wi end up in private hands.
The government wi be run by traitors who wonʼt care about ordinary peope.

This is whatʼs happened to every singe country the west occupied.
Japan, Iraq, former Yugosavia, Argentina….the ist is endess.
The big countries are taking over smaer and weaker countries.
This is the word we ive in. Nothing changed for centuries.
This is how it is!

Mios K 1/27/2026 at 623 PM 0

Repy

Rodriguez canʼt pretend she didnʼt hep the take over! She and Machado can be thanked for
the Venezuea occupation and theft of the oi. Venezuea ALMOST saved itsef with aignment
with China BUT Machado hurried to the US to divuge the pan before the trade pact coud be

Yemoot Toomey 1/27/2026 at 623 PM 0
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