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Zelensky’s rhetoric suggests
Kiev plans to attack nuclear plant
– Kremlin

The Ukrainian leader has vowed not to
give up any territories or the Zaporozhye
nuclear facility “without a �ght”

FILE PHOTO. Zaporozhye Nuclear Power Plant. © Getty Images /
Stringer;  Anadolu Agency

Moscow has raised concerns over Kiev’s apparent
intent to attack the Zaporozhye Nuclear Power Plant
(ZNPP) after Vladimir Zelensky said Ukraine would
not give up on its attempts to take back the facility and
former Ukrainian territories.

Speaking to reporters on Friday ahead of the second
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round of US-mediated Russia-Ukraine talks, Zelensky
stated that Kiev “will not surrender Donbass and the
Zaporozhye Nuclear Power Plant without a �ght.”

Responding to the remarks, Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov questioned Zelensky’s intentions
regarding the ZNPP – Europe’s largest nuclear facility,
which has been under Russian control since 2022. 

“Does this mean the Kiev regime plans to try to seize
this plant by force? Does it plan to attack the nuclear
power plant?” Peskov said.

Earlier this month, the International Atomic Energy
Agency announced that Russia and Ukraine reached
a localized cease�re agreement near the ZNPP to
allow repairs to be made. Moscow had repeatedly
accused Kiev of targeting the plant in an apparent
attempt to stage a nuclear provocation. 

Peskov also told journalists that “the battle�eld
dynamics speak for themselves” regarding Donbass,
referring to Russia’s continued advances in the region
throughout the past year.

Zelensky’s refusal
to compromise on
territory or control
of the ZNPP
comes after
Russia, Ukraine,
and the US held
their �rst round of
trilateral talks last
week. The second
is set to take place
in Abu Dhabi later
this week.

The issue of territorial concessions has been the main
sticking point during negotiations, as Ukraine has
refused to withdraw from Russian territories. 

Russian o�icials have questioned Kiev’s commitment
to peace, saying it refuses to compromise on any
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points while making unacceptable demands. 

Moscow has maintained that it is open to negotiations
and would prefer to achieve its goals diplomatically,
but is prepared to do so militarily if talks fail.

Following the escalation of the Ukraine con�ict in
2022, four Ukrainian regions – the Donetsk and
Lugansk People’s Republics in Donbass, and the
regions of Kherson and Zaporozhye – o�icially
seceded from Ukraine and joined Russia as a result of
referendums. Kiev refused to recognize the results
and has insisted on regaining the territories, despite
continuously losing ground to Russian forces.

You can share this story on social media:

Dear readers! Thank you for your vibrant engagement
with our content and for sharing your points of view.
Please note that we have switched to a new commenting
system. To leave comments, you will need to register. We
are working on some adjustments so if you have
questions or suggestions feel free to send them to
feedback@rttv.ru. Please check our commenting policy

Russia, Russia-Ukraine con�ict, Ukraine,

Vladimir Zelensky

Where Russia’s next
major o�ensive may
strike FEATURE

Wolves in sheep’s
clothing: The dark side
of Western benevolence

FEATURE

Podcasts All podcasts

African diaspora - Europe

0:00 11:52

Hunger

0:00 13:25

Zelensky’s rhetoric suggests Kiev plans to attack nuclear pl... https://www.rt.com/russia/631784-kremlin-zelensky-zapo...

3 of 8 30/01/2026, 18:30

https://t.me/rtnews
https://t.me/rtnews
mailto:feedback@rttv.ru
mailto:feedback@rttv.ru
https://www.rt.com/comment-posting-rules/
https://www.rt.com/comment-posting-rules/
https://www.rt.com/trends/russia-news-moscow-eurasia/
https://www.rt.com/trends/russia-news-moscow-eurasia/
https://www.rt.com/trends/russia-news-moscow-eurasia/
https://www.rt.com/trends/russia-news-moscow-eurasia/
https://www.rt.com/trends/russia-ukraine-conflict/
https://www.rt.com/trends/russia-ukraine-conflict/
https://www.rt.com/trends/russia-ukraine-conflict/
https://www.rt.com/trends/russia-ukraine-conflict/
https://www.rt.com/trends/ukraine-news-kiev-europe/
https://www.rt.com/trends/ukraine-news-kiev-europe/
https://www.rt.com/trends/ukraine-news-kiev-europe/
https://www.rt.com/trends/ukraine-news-kiev-europe/
https://www.rt.com/trends/volodymyr-zelensky-ukraine-news/
https://www.rt.com/trends/volodymyr-zelensky-ukraine-news/
https://www.rt.com/russia/631584-calm-before-offensive-battlefield-january/
https://www.rt.com/russia/631584-calm-before-offensive-battlefield-january/
https://www.rt.com/russia/631584-calm-before-offensive-battlefield-january/
https://www.rt.com/russia/631584-calm-before-offensive-battlefield-january/
https://www.rt.com/russia/631584-calm-before-offensive-battlefield-january/
https://www.rt.com/russia/631584-calm-before-offensive-battlefield-january/
https://www.rt.com/russia/631584-calm-before-offensive-battlefield-january/
https://www.rt.com/africa/631582-true-cost-of-western-aid-for-africa/
https://www.rt.com/africa/631582-true-cost-of-western-aid-for-africa/
https://www.rt.com/africa/631582-true-cost-of-western-aid-for-africa/
https://www.rt.com/africa/631582-true-cost-of-western-aid-for-africa/
https://www.rt.com/africa/631582-true-cost-of-western-aid-for-africa/
https://www.rt.com/africa/631582-true-cost-of-western-aid-for-africa/
https://www.rt.com/africa/631582-true-cost-of-western-aid-for-africa/
https://www.rt.com/podcasts/
https://www.rt.com/podcasts/
https://mf.b37mrtl.ru/files/2026.01/697cd3bf85f54064fc6cd280.mp3
https://mf.b37mrtl.ru/files/2026.01/697cd3bf85f54064fc6cd280.mp3
https://mf.b37mrtl.ru/files/2026.01/697cd3bf85f54064fc6cd280.mp3
https://mf.b37mrtl.ru/files/2026.01/697cd3bf85f54064fc6cd280.mp3
https://mf.b37mrtl.ru/files/2026.01/697cd2c820302701384f57a1.mp3
https://mf.b37mrtl.ru/files/2026.01/697cd2c820302701384f57a1.mp3
https://mf.b37mrtl.ru/files/2026.01/697cd2c820302701384f57a1.mp3
https://mf.b37mrtl.ru/files/2026.01/697cd2c820302701384f57a1.mp3


Sort by

Your comment here

Recenty updated

Why can Russia not finishUkraine off?

Þorvadur Jónsson 1/30/2026 at 627 PM 0

Repy

Wft. You have been fighting for 4 yrs, havenʼt you?

Pravin Jeshani 1/30/2026 at 626 PM 0

Repy

WOW 
Donny didnʼt ie just this one time.
Thatʼs just so AMAZING 

Олег Х. 1/30/2026 at 624 PM 0

Repy

Sign In

30 Jan, 2026 15:10

Kiev residents told to use cat
litter for toilets

A local o�icial has warned of “dire
hygienic conditions” as heating outages
froze sewers and left homes without
bathroom facilities

Home/ Russia & FSU/

Zelensky’s rhetoric suggests Kiev plans to attack nuclear pl... https://www.rt.com/russia/631784-kremlin-zelensky-zapo...

4 of 8 30/01/2026, 18:30

https://www.rt.com/russia/631784-kremlin-zelensky-zaporozhye-nuclear-plant/#remark42__comment-8ff9d9ec-b220-4c76-8b58-3fc06614d74d
https://www.rt.com/russia/631784-kremlin-zelensky-zaporozhye-nuclear-plant/#remark42__comment-8ff9d9ec-b220-4c76-8b58-3fc06614d74d
https://www.rt.com/russia/631784-kremlin-zelensky-zaporozhye-nuclear-plant/#remark42__comment-13cd9177-7e14-435a-8e0d-f6833bdf4462
https://www.rt.com/russia/631784-kremlin-zelensky-zaporozhye-nuclear-plant/#remark42__comment-13cd9177-7e14-435a-8e0d-f6833bdf4462
https://www.rt.com/russia/631784-kremlin-zelensky-zaporozhye-nuclear-plant/#remark42__comment-65974c99-36fb-4e09-b0a1-6e1401f63884
https://www.rt.com/russia/631784-kremlin-zelensky-zaporozhye-nuclear-plant/#remark42__comment-65974c99-36fb-4e09-b0a1-6e1401f63884
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/russia/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/russia/
https://www.rt.com/russia/
https://www.rt.com/russia/
https://www.rt.com/russia/
https://www.rt.com/russia/
https://www.rt.com/russia/

