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Trump promises Zelensky ten
missiles — Axios

The US president reportedly pledged to send the Patriot
interceptors after the Pentagon halted munition shipments
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Ukraine, including precision munitions and air defense interceptors, citing concerns over
depleting US stockpiles.

On Monday, however, Trump stated that Washington would continue sending “defensive
weapons”to Kiev. Pentagon spokesperson Sean Parnell has also confirmed that, at the
president’s direction, the Department of Defense would “send additional defensive
weapons to Ukraine.”

Trump did not disclose exactly which weapons would be delivered or in what amount, but
according to Axios, the US leader told Zelensky during a phone call on Friday that the US
would immediately send ten Patriot missile interceptors.

Each Patriot missile is said to cost approximately $4 million, and the US defense industry
is currently believed to produce around 500 annually. US air defense protocols typically
require at least two missiles to be shot to intercept a single incoming target.

Trump also pledged to help Kiev find other ways to get munitions. Trump has reportedly
been pressing Germany to contribute more of its own weapons to Kiey, including one of
its Patriot batteries.

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth, who is said to have personally ordered the recent
pause, has reportedly identified available Patriot batteries in Germany and Greece that
the US could finance and redirect to Ukraine.

It remains unclear when the promised missiles
F will be delivered or whether additional shipments
will follow. The latest pledge, involving only ten
interceptor missiles, comes amid a broader trend
under Trump of reducing US military support for
Ukraine.

Unlike the administration of former US President
Joe Biden, Trump has been seeking to negotiate

Read more: Ukraine's secret wish
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list of German arms exposed a ceasefire between Russia and Ukraine. His
administration has resumed direct talks with
Moscow and been seeking alternative avenues for resolving the conflict.

Meanwhile, Moscow has criticized the conflicting statements coming out of Washington
regarding weapons deliveries to Ukraine. Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov pointed out
that the US is continuing to deliver weapons, while noting that European countries have
been particularly active in supplying arms to Kiev. He stressed that such actions do not
promote peace and just “help prolong hostilities.”

Russia had previously welcomed signs of declining Western military support for Ukraine,
with Peskov stating that fewer foreign weapons could help speed a resolution to the
conflict. At the same time, he cautioned that it was still too early to determine whether the
trend will continue.

Moscow has consistently maintained that foreign arms shipments to Ukraine only lead to
further bloodshed without affecting the overall outcome of the conflict.
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