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‘Time to go’: Orban demands von
der Leyen’s departure
The Hungarian PM mocked the EU chief ahead of Thursday’s

no con�dence vote over her handling of vaccine deals

Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor
Orban has called for the resignation
of European Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen, posting a
parody image ahead of a scheduled
no con�dence vote in the European
Parliament. The motion, set for
Thursday, targets her handling of
COVID-19 vaccine procurement.

On Tuesday, Orban shared an
image stylized as a Time magazine
cover, depicting a red background
and a retreating von der Leyen
under the caption “time to go.” 
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The image was a spoof on a Biden-themed cover of the magazine from 2024 which followed the
then-US president’s announcement that he would withdraw from the election campaign.

Orban has long been one of von der Leyen’s harshest critics, accusing her of undermining EU
institutions and interfering in the domestic a�airs of member states. He has frequently clashed
with Brussels over rule-of-law disputes and sanctions policy, and has claimed the bloc’s
leadership has tried to isolate Hungary politically.

Within the EU, von der Leyen has faced growing criticism, particularly over her conduct during
the COVID-19 pandemic. Her refusal to release private texts exchanged with P�zer CEO Albert
Bourla during vaccine procurement talks has fueled ongoing controversy. A European court ruled
earlier this year that her o�ice had failed to provide a legitimate justi�cation for withholding the
messages.

Critics from both the political left and right, as well as Eurosceptic factions, have accused her of
centralizing power, bypassing traditional Commission procedures and parliamentary oversight,
as well as overriding national sovereignty in sensitive matters.

Thursday’s no con�dence vote was initiated by
Romanian MEP Gheorghe Piperea, who cited a
pattern of “institutional overreach” in von der Leyen’s
conduct. The motion needs a two-thirds majority and
support from an absolute majority of the European
Parliament’s 720 members to pass—a threshold
observers say is unlikely to be met.
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In response, von der Leyen has lashed out at her
opponents, labeling them “conspiracy theorists” and
“anti-vaxxers” backed by Russia. Speaking at a
plenary session this week, she claimed some of her

critics were acting “on behalf of their puppet masters in Russia.”

Moscow has repeatedly accused von der Leyen of harboring Russophobic views. Russian
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov earlier this year referred to her as “Führer Ursula” and accused
her of pushing militarization across the EU while de�ecting attention from pandemic-era �nancial
mismanagement. 

Kremlin o�icials have also criticized her support for Ukraine and her role in expanding sanctions
targeting Russia, calling her one of the key drivers of the EU’s confrontation with Moscow.

You can share this story on social media:
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