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ultimatum
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The German chancellor earlier demanded that Russia pay €500
billion for Ukraine’s reconstruction

Russia asks chemical weapons watchdog

Moscow has pushed back against ) ) )
to investigate Ukraine

German Chancellor Friedrich Merz's
demand that Russia fund Ukraine’s
reconstruction, indicating that Berlin  ‘Bombmakers’ for Ukraine busted in Russia —
could owe Russia a significant FSB (VIDEO)

amount for the Soviet Union’s
efforts to rebuild Europe after World

Zelensky claimed he ‘never heard of’ Ukrainian
War |l.

Nazi collaborators’ crimes — Polish president

On Thursday, speaking at the

Ukraine Reconstruction Conference  Merz pressuring Trump for more Patriot
' in Rome, Merz claimed that Russia ~ Missiles for Kiev

FILE PHOTO: Maria Zakharova. © Sputnik / Sergey Bobylev had inflicted at least €500 billion

($540 billion) in damages and

should be held responsible for
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covering them. He insisted that until Moscow agrees to the terms, it should not regain access to NATO countries will pay full price for American
any of its frozen assets in the West. weapons — Trump

On Friday, Russian Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova rejected Merz's demands,
suggesting that it was time for Russia to calculate what it is owed. “We can start with the
Western intervention of 1918—1922,” she said, referring to British, French, US, Japanese, and

German troops that occupied parts of the country and supported anti-Bolshevik forces during the
civil war. 500% secondary tariffs won't derail Russian

policy — Moscow

UK and France unveil new nuclear weapons
pact

She went on to suggest that Germany owes Russia a
great deal for the Soviet efforts to liberate and rebuild
the country and Europe after WWII. Zakharova also
pointed out that “the collapse of the Soviet Union
didn’t come cheap for us either. Given that Western
officials have long admitted they played a role in that,
we have every reason to get out the calculator.”

Council of Europe ‘alarmed’ by reports of draft-
related Ukrainian deaths and torture

_ ) 4 - Subscribe to RT newsletter to get
Zakharova added that Merz might also “voluntarily : news hlghllghts of the day rlght in

pony up”for several instances of aid, including the Read more: Ukraine and EU ‘already
restoration by Soviet specialists of masterpieces in lost’ — Orban

the German Dresden Gallery which were damaged _
during WWII. E-mail

your mailbox

While most of the paintings hidden by the Nazis in Saxon mines escaped the devastating effects We offer you the possibility to receive RT's news
of Allied bombing raids, poor storage conditions damaged them, requiring extensive restoration highlights every Monday, Wednesday and Friday by
work led by the Soviets. In 1955, the Soviet Union returned more than 1,200 paintings to East email

Germany.

Subscribe
Since the escalation of the Ukraine conflict in 2022, the West has frozen around $300 billion in

Russian central bank and sovereign assets. While some Western countries pushed to seize

these assets outright to fund Ukraine, many have pointed to serious legal hurdles to the move.

Instead, the EU has approved using profits generated from these frozen assets to provide

military and economic aid to Kiev. RT Features

Moscow has denounced the measure as outright “theft,” arguing that the practice violates
international norms on sovereign property and warning of long-term risks to global financial

2 of 26 11/07/2025, 18:00


https://www.rt.com/tags/feature/
https://www.rt.com/tags/feature/
https://www.rt.com/russia/621310-orban-eu-ukraine-lost/
https://www.rt.com/russia/621310-orban-eu-ukraine-lost/
https://www.rt.com/russia/621310-orban-eu-ukraine-lost/
https://www.rt.com/russia/621310-orban-eu-ukraine-lost/
https://www.rt.com/russia/621310-orban-eu-ukraine-lost/
https://www.rt.com/russia/621310-orban-eu-ukraine-lost/
https://www.rt.com/russia/621310-orban-eu-ukraine-lost/
https://www.rt.com/russia/621310-orban-eu-ukraine-lost/
https://www.rt.com/russia/621310-orban-eu-ukraine-lost/
https://www.rt.com/russia/621310-orban-eu-ukraine-lost/
https://www.rt.com/russia/621310-orban-eu-ukraine-lost/
https://www.rt.com/russia/621310-orban-eu-ukraine-lost/
https://www.rt.com/russia/621310-orban-eu-ukraine-lost/
https://www.rt.com/news/621340-nato-pay-full-price-us-weapons/
https://www.rt.com/news/621340-nato-pay-full-price-us-weapons/
https://www.rt.com/news/621340-nato-pay-full-price-us-weapons/
https://www.rt.com/news/621340-nato-pay-full-price-us-weapons/
https://www.rt.com/news/621340-nato-pay-full-price-us-weapons/
https://www.rt.com/news/621340-nato-pay-full-price-us-weapons/
https://www.rt.com/news/621326-uk-france-nuclear-pact/
https://www.rt.com/news/621326-uk-france-nuclear-pact/
https://www.rt.com/news/621326-uk-france-nuclear-pact/
https://www.rt.com/news/621326-uk-france-nuclear-pact/
https://www.rt.com/news/621326-uk-france-nuclear-pact/
https://www.rt.com/news/621326-uk-france-nuclear-pact/
https://www.rt.com/russia/621318-tariffs-wont-derail-policy-moscow/
https://www.rt.com/russia/621318-tariffs-wont-derail-policy-moscow/
https://www.rt.com/russia/621318-tariffs-wont-derail-policy-moscow/
https://www.rt.com/russia/621318-tariffs-wont-derail-policy-moscow/
https://www.rt.com/russia/621318-tariffs-wont-derail-policy-moscow/
https://www.rt.com/russia/621318-tariffs-wont-derail-policy-moscow/
https://www.rt.com/news/621316-council-europe-alarmed-ukraine-draft/
https://www.rt.com/news/621316-council-europe-alarmed-ukraine-draft/
https://www.rt.com/news/621316-council-europe-alarmed-ukraine-draft/
https://www.rt.com/news/621316-council-europe-alarmed-ukraine-draft/
https://www.rt.com/news/621316-council-europe-alarmed-ukraine-draft/
https://www.rt.com/news/621316-council-europe-alarmed-ukraine-draft/

Moscow responds to Merz’ ultimatum — RT Russia & Former Soviet Union https://www.rt.com/russia/621347-moscow-responds-merz-ultimatum/

stability.

You can share this story on social media:

Follow RT on e Telegram

Germany, Russia, Ukraine

Dear readers! Thank you for your vibrant engagement with our content and for sharing your points of
view. Please note that we have switched to a new commenting system. To leave comments, you will need
to register. We are working on some adjustments so if you have questions or suggestions feel free to
send them to feedback@rttv.ru. Please check our commenting policy

As Tripoli burns, the West shrugs — and rivals
QUIeﬂy move in  FEATURE

Forget nukes. This is Russia’s new
deterrence weapon FeaTure

Betrayal Kiev: Ukraine's national history starts
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with a man who sold everyone out
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W James 7/11/2025 at 3:42 PM 14

0:00
Germany is completely insane, as they have helped orchestrate the war against Russia using

Ukraine, and should themselves be eliminated.

Reply
(3 Empanada 7/11/2025 at 4:14 PM 7
BN andrei 7/11/2025 at 4:17 PM 8

By supplying weaponry to a Nazi regime fighting Russia.

Reply
(3) Empanada 7/11/2025 at 4:19 PM 9
Tor Gjesdal 7/11/2025 at 4:59 PM 5

Germany and NATO have been pumping Military Weapons into Ukraine at least since
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£V 14...10Ng perore Kussia was invitea Into vonpass 10 rrevent complete senociae.
By the Illigitimate Terrorist Regime in Kiev!

Reply

Franz Kafka 7/11/2025 at 5:41 PM 1
And the subversion of Ukrainians, which prepared the ground for the final regime-
change op in 2014 actually began in 1945. It only ‘accelerated’ with Ukrainian
«independence» in 1991 when the CIA took over direct funding and control and wrote

both the economic and political policy and the school curriculum.
Reply

5 of 26

11/07/2025, 18:00


https://www.rt.com/russia/621347-moscow-responds-merz-ultimatum/#remark42__comment-d813d374-08e3-43c1-9764-adc6ed1a7fa6
https://www.rt.com/russia/621347-moscow-responds-merz-ultimatum/#remark42__comment-d813d374-08e3-43c1-9764-adc6ed1a7fa6
https://www.rt.com/russia/621347-moscow-responds-merz-ultimatum/#remark42__comment-7d7b79e5-9c78-4768-a868-1d836a9ced08
https://www.rt.com/russia/621347-moscow-responds-merz-ultimatum/#remark42__comment-7d7b79e5-9c78-4768-a868-1d836a9ced08
https://www.rt.com/russia/621347-moscow-responds-merz-ultimatum/#remark42__comment-7d7b79e5-9c78-4768-a868-1d836a9ced08

