
Zelensky’s fascism fetish is booming,
and the West is still (mostly) okay with
it

The Ukrainian leader is exploiting his own
Jewishness to promote the normalization of
fascism – a stunning intellectual and moral
perversion
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By Tarik Cyril Amar, a historian from Germany working
at Koç University, Istanbul, on Russia, Ukraine, and
Eastern Europe, the history of World War II, the cultural
Cold War, and the politics of memory
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FILE PHOTO: Ukrainian nationalists commemorate the Ukrainian Insurgent Army in Kiev
©  Sputnik

It’s hard to believe one’s eyes while witnessing the latest
performance put on by the comedian tyrant of Ukraine.

Within the space of a week or so, the regime of president-for-
eternity-no-elections-needed Vladimir Zelensky has repatriated
and reburied with pomp and ceremony the remains of Andrey

Top stories

Subscribe to RT
newsletter to get news
highlights of the day
right in your mailbox

E-mail

�ه����رعلا ESP РУС DE FR RS

RT

News

App

Where
to watch

Schedule

QUESTION

MORE
Russia takes legal battle over frozen assets to
main EU court | Russia-Ukraine con�ict

LIVE

Home/ World News/

Iran halts talks with US –
media

Kremlin slams France over
‘borderline piracy’

Israel’s Lebanon ‘escalation
must end’ – UK

Candace Owens posts from
‘unbelievably beautiful’
Moscow (PHOTOS)

‘Primakov Readings’ forum to
examine a ‘world without rules’
amid global fragmentation

India to sell supersonic
BrahMos missiles to Vietnam

UK bars popular US host over
criticism of Israel

https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/news/
https://www.rt.com/op-ed/authors/tarik-cyril-amar/
https://www.rt.com/op-ed/authors/tarik-cyril-amar/
https://www.rt.com/op-ed/authors/tarik-cyril-amar/
https://www.rt.com/op-ed/authors/tarik-cyril-amar/
https://www.rt.com/op-ed/authors/tarik-cyril-amar/
https://www.rt.com/op-ed/authors/tarik-cyril-amar/
https://www.rt.com/op-ed/authors/tarik-cyril-amar/
https://www.rt.com/op-ed/authors/tarik-cyril-amar/
https://www.rt.com/op-ed/authors/tarik-cyril-amar/
https://www.rt.com/op-ed/authors/tarik-cyril-amar/
https://www.rt.com/op-ed/authors/tarik-cyril-amar/
https://www.rt.com/op-ed/authors/tarik-cyril-amar/
https://www.rt.com/op-ed/authors/tarik-cyril-amar/
https://www.rt.com/op-ed/authors/tarik-cyril-amar/
https://www.rt.com/op-ed/authors/tarik-cyril-amar/
https://www.rt.com/op-ed/authors/tarik-cyril-amar/
https://www.rt.com/op-ed/authors/tarik-cyril-amar/
https://twitter.com/tarikcyrilamar
https://twitter.com/tarikcyrilamar
https://twitter.com/tarikcyrilamar
https://twitter.com/tarikcyrilamar
https://twitter.com/tarikcyrilamar
https://twitter.com/tarikcyrilamar
https://tarikcyrilamar.substack.com/
https://tarikcyrilamar.substack.com/
https://tarikcyrilamar.substack.com/
https://tarikcyrilamar.substack.com/
https://tarikcyrilamar.substack.com/
https://tarikcyrilamar.substack.com/
https://tarikcyrilamar.substack.com/
https://www.tarikcyrilamar.com/
https://www.tarikcyrilamar.com/
https://www.tarikcyrilamar.com/
https://www.tarikcyrilamar.com/
https://www.tarikcyrilamar.com/
https://www.rt.com/news/629520-zelensky-ukraine-election-conditions/
https://www.rt.com/news/629520-zelensky-ukraine-election-conditions/
https://www.rt.com/news/629520-zelensky-ukraine-election-conditions/
https://www.rt.com/news/629520-zelensky-ukraine-election-conditions/
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/05/24/world/europe/ukraine-melnyk-nationalist-collaborator.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/05/24/world/europe/ukraine-melnyk-nationalist-collaborator.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/05/24/world/europe/ukraine-melnyk-nationalist-collaborator.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/05/24/world/europe/ukraine-melnyk-nationalist-collaborator.html
https://www.rt.com/news/
https://www.rt.com/news/
https://arabic.rt.com/
https://arabic.rt.com/
https://actualidad.rt.com/
https://actualidad.rt.com/
https://russian.rt.com/
https://russian.rt.com/
https://de.rt.com/
https://de.rt.com/
https://francais.rt.com/
https://francais.rt.com/
https://rt.rs/
https://rt.rs/
https://index-en.rt.com/
https://index-en.rt.com/
https://index-en.rt.com/
https://index-en.rt.com/
https://index-en.rt.com/
https://index-en.rt.com/
https://index-en.rt.com/
https://index-en.rt.com/
https://index-en.rt.com/
https://index-en.rt.com/
https://russian.rt.com/inotv
https://russian.rt.com/inotv
https://russian.rt.com/inotv
https://russian.rt.com/inotv
https://russian.rt.com/inotv
https://russian.rt.com/inotv
https://en.arteldoc.tv/
https://en.arteldoc.tv/
https://en.arteldoc.tv/
https://en.arteldoc.tv/
https://en.arteldoc.tv/
https://en.arteldoc.tv/
https://en.arteldoc.tv/
https://gw2ru.com/
https://gw2ru.com/
https://gw2ru.com/
https://gw2ru.com/
https://ruptly.agency/
https://ruptly.agency/
https://ruptly.agency/
https://ruptly.agency/
https://ruptly.agency/
https://ruptly.agency/
https://ruptly.agency/
https://ruptly.agency/
https://ruptly.agency/
https://academy.rt.com/
https://academy.rt.com/
https://academy.rt.com/
https://academy.rt.com/
https://academy.rt.com/
https://academy.rt.com/
https://academy.rt.com/
https://academy.rt.com/
https://academy.rt.com/
https://academy.rt.com/
https://academy.rt.com/
https://academy.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/applications/
https://www.rt.com/applications/
https://www.rt.com/applications/
https://www.rt.com/applications/
https://www.rt.com/applications/
https://www.rt.com/applications/
https://www.rt.com/applications/
https://www.rt.com/applications/
https://www.rt.com/applications/
https://t.me/rtnews
https://t.me/rtnews
https://t.me/rtnews
https://twitter.com/RT_com
https://twitter.com/RT_com
https://twitter.com/RT_com
https://twitter.com/RT_com
https://vk.com/rt_international
https://vk.com/rt_international
https://vk.com/rt_international
https://rumble.com/c/RTNews
https://rumble.com/c/RTNews
https://rumble.com/c/RTNews
https://www.rt.com/where-to-watch/
https://www.rt.com/where-to-watch/
https://www.rt.com/where-to-watch/
https://www.rt.com/where-to-watch/
https://www.rt.com/where-to-watch/
https://www.rt.com/where-to-watch/
https://www.rt.com/where-to-watch/
https://www.rt.com/schedule/
https://www.rt.com/schedule/
https://www.rt.com/schedule/
https://www.rt.com/schedule/
https://www.rt.com/schedule/
https://www.rt.com/schedule/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/trends/russia-ukraine-conflict/
https://www.rt.com/trends/russia-ukraine-conflict/
https://www.rt.com/trends/russia-ukraine-conflict/
https://www.rt.com/on-air/
https://www.rt.com/on-air/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/news/
https://www.rt.com/news/
https://www.rt.com/news/
https://www.rt.com/news/
https://www.rt.com/news/
https://www.rt.com/news/
https://www.rt.com/news/640816-iran-us-talks-halted/
https://www.rt.com/news/640816-iran-us-talks-halted/
https://www.rt.com/news/640816-iran-us-talks-halted/
https://www.rt.com/news/640816-iran-us-talks-halted/
https://www.rt.com/news/640816-iran-us-talks-halted/
https://www.rt.com/news/640816-iran-us-talks-halted/
https://www.rt.com/news/640816-iran-us-talks-halted/
https://www.rt.com/russia/640811-kremlin-french-piracy-tanker/
https://www.rt.com/russia/640811-kremlin-french-piracy-tanker/
https://www.rt.com/russia/640811-kremlin-french-piracy-tanker/
https://www.rt.com/russia/640811-kremlin-french-piracy-tanker/
https://www.rt.com/russia/640811-kremlin-french-piracy-tanker/
https://www.rt.com/russia/640811-kremlin-french-piracy-tanker/
https://www.rt.com/news/640802-lebanon-israel-uk-germany/
https://www.rt.com/news/640802-lebanon-israel-uk-germany/
https://www.rt.com/news/640802-lebanon-israel-uk-germany/
https://www.rt.com/news/640802-lebanon-israel-uk-germany/
https://www.rt.com/news/640802-lebanon-israel-uk-germany/
https://www.rt.com/news/640802-lebanon-israel-uk-germany/
https://www.rt.com/news/640801-candace-owens-photos-russian-trip/
https://www.rt.com/news/640801-candace-owens-photos-russian-trip/
https://www.rt.com/news/640801-candace-owens-photos-russian-trip/
https://www.rt.com/news/640801-candace-owens-photos-russian-trip/
https://www.rt.com/news/640801-candace-owens-photos-russian-trip/
https://www.rt.com/news/640801-candace-owens-photos-russian-trip/
https://www.rt.com/news/640801-candace-owens-photos-russian-trip/
https://www.rt.com/news/640801-candace-owens-photos-russian-trip/
https://www.rt.com/news/640801-candace-owens-photos-russian-trip/
https://www.rt.com/russia/640814-primakov-readings-world-without-rules/
https://www.rt.com/russia/640814-primakov-readings-world-without-rules/
https://www.rt.com/russia/640814-primakov-readings-world-without-rules/
https://www.rt.com/russia/640814-primakov-readings-world-without-rules/
https://www.rt.com/russia/640814-primakov-readings-world-without-rules/
https://www.rt.com/russia/640814-primakov-readings-world-without-rules/
https://www.rt.com/russia/640814-primakov-readings-world-without-rules/
https://www.rt.com/russia/640814-primakov-readings-world-without-rules/
https://www.rt.com/russia/640814-primakov-readings-world-without-rules/
https://www.rt.com/india/640809-india-to-sell-supersonic-brahmos/
https://www.rt.com/india/640809-india-to-sell-supersonic-brahmos/
https://www.rt.com/india/640809-india-to-sell-supersonic-brahmos/
https://www.rt.com/india/640809-india-to-sell-supersonic-brahmos/
https://www.rt.com/india/640809-india-to-sell-supersonic-brahmos/
https://www.rt.com/india/640809-india-to-sell-supersonic-brahmos/
https://www.rt.com/news/640800-uk-bars-popular-us-host-criticism-israel/
https://www.rt.com/news/640800-uk-bars-popular-us-host-criticism-israel/
https://www.rt.com/news/640800-uk-bars-popular-us-host-criticism-israel/
https://www.rt.com/news/640800-uk-bars-popular-us-host-criticism-israel/
https://www.rt.com/news/640800-uk-bars-popular-us-host-criticism-israel/
https://www.rt.com/news/640800-uk-bars-popular-us-host-criticism-israel/


Melnik, a twentieth-century Ukrainian fascist leader and Nazi
collaborator, and named a contemporary military elite unit
“Heroes of the UPA” (the Ukrainian Insurgent Army of World War
Two).

The UPA was, in e�ect, the military arm of the OUN, the
Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists. The OUN had two
political wings that mattered, one under Andrey Melnik, the other
under Stepan Bandera. They were rivals, but both were fascists.

During the war between Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union,
both OUN wings tried to collaborate with the Nazis. The Nazis,
in their arrogance, did not always let them, but the whole OUN
was very eager to please. The OUN and the UPA also
participated in murderous German violence against Jews,
serving as pro-active mass murder auxiliaries. In addition, they
conducted a genocidal ethnic cleansing campaign of their own
against Poles.

Predictably, the in-your-face obscenity of Kiev’s latest fascism
worship has provoked Israel as well as Poland. Polish president
Nawrocki would like to deprive Zelensky of the high state honors
that Warsaw has foolishly bestowed on him and has threatened
to curtail Poland’s support for Kiev’s EU ambitions. In Israel,
both its o�icial Holocaust remembrance and exploitation agency
Yad Vashem and the foreign ministry have taken exception. That
is, of course, ironic, since Israel itself engages obsessively in
genocide and ethnic cleansing as well. Maybe, in this case, it
takes a genocidal fascist to know one.

O�icial Kiev is in the middle
of devastating corruption
scandals – but to be fair,
when is it not? – and shaken
by mortifying revelations
about Zelensky personally
(surprise, surprise: a raging
narcissist on coke and not a
democrat but a kleptocrat)
from a well-informed insider
speaking to one of America’s
most in�uential journalists.
Yet its ruling clique �nds time
to really rub it in, again. How
much it cannot stop hugging Nazis, dead and alive? Costs in
foreign-policy terms? Apparently, no big deal: When the Nazi-
loving urge itches really bad, to hell with caution and – very
unusually for Kiev – even dissembling.

Some observers speculate that the fascism fetish is being
escalated in public again because of the scandals and
continually plunging popularity of the regime: Zelensky and the
rest of his merry gang of war pro�teers and proxy war
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meatgrinder jockeys, such commentators believe, are merely
using the Nazi play “out of a position of weakness,” to distract
from the unprecedently fetid swamp into which they have turned
Ukraine’s sleazy politics.

This is a mistake. It is time that even the slowest in the West
accept a simple truth about Zelensky, one he is not even hiding
(like so many others): He genuinely likes fascists. And, with his
extremely cynical manipulation techniques, his vicious
persecution of political opposition and any dissent, his abuse of
the mass media for propaganda, and his deep contempt for
democracy, he has much heartfelt a�inity with them, to say the
least.

Silly – and, actually, racist – pseudo-arguments, advanced by
Western proxy war boosters that Zelensky can’t possibly ally
with a violent far-right because he is Jewish deserve no serious
answer. The current Israeli regime and its policies of war,
genocide, supremacy, and ethnic cleansing are fascist. Case
closed.

In fact, the Zelensky regime has a longstanding, consistent habit
of pandering to, working with, employing at high levels and on a
large scale, and honoring the very far right. Some may love to
quibble, in bored-academic-style, about pedantically precise
terms for �ne distinctions in one big pile of rottenness. But, in
reality, those labeled Neo-Nazis, white supremacists, fascists,
ultra-nationalists and so on form a large whole having much
more in common than not.

Re-labelling has also served
to spread big fat lies. In
Ukraine, there is a long and
foul tradition, reaching back
far into the frozen depths of
the �rst Cold War.
Mendaciously re-packaging
Ukrainian World War II
fascists with their own bloody
�avor of terror, genocide, and
ethnic cleansing. But re-
labelling these Ukrainian
fascists as ‘integral
nationalists’ makes about as

much sense as calling Idi Amin Dada – the former ultraviolent
dictator of Uganda rumored to have sampled a few of his victims
– an ‘integral vegan.’

And so it is in the present, too. Play with words as much as you
like, a fact remains a fact, that Zelensky’s Ukraine is state with a
big fascism problem. In time, its roots reach back to the period
between World Wars I and II, with a massive escalation during
the latter. Regionally, it used to be concentrated in western

Read more: Polish president
wants Zelensky stripped of top
state honor
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Ukraine and, after the Soviet victory over the Nazis and Axis
forces in 1945, among fugitives in the US, Canada, and Europe.
There, with their brand of ready-to-kill fascist anti-Communism,
they served the West in the �rst Cold War and systematically
subverted Ukrainian communities and any institution they could
buy their way into, such as Yale, Harvard, and Columbia
Universities.

After the collapse of the Soviet Union, this self-declared
Ukrainian ‘diaspora’ – ironically, a term popularized out of the
same Israel-envy that produced an unseemly urge to politically
claim a Holocaust of one’s own in the shape of the Holodomor
(preferably with even bigger victim counts) – re-entered
independent Ukraine and “repatriated” its ideology. They
impaired Ukraine’s culture and politics with, unfortunately, great
success.

In that, long-term sense, Zelensky and his regime’s sympathy
for the fascist devil is part of a deeper story. Yet Zelensky’s
personal contribution is not merely substantial but crucial. First
because he has simply gone much farther than any post-
independent leader of Ukraine in making fascism part of a
deeply sick new normality. And second, because in our world of
often imbecilic identity politics, he has, in e�ect, exploited his
Jewishness to promote the normalization of fascism. It is hard to
imagine a greater intellectual and moral perversion. But then
again, it’s Zelensky.

The statements, views and opinions expressed in this
column are solely those of the author and do not
necessarily represent those of RT.

You can share this story on social media:

Please check our commenting policy. If you have questions or
suggestions feel free to send them to feedback@rttv.ru.
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Your comment here

Recenty updated

We Western Europeans created Nazism and we kept it aive in
the Ukraine, and more precisey in Gaicia- the home of the
Nazis in Eastern Europe.

Nazism is the Empireʼs ideoogica too that heped ki 160ʼ000
Russians over the ast 4 years.
Somehow, the Russians are sti debating where that too came
from…sow thinkers they are indeed!

Madrina 6/1/2026 at 430 PM 0

Repy

I am the superior race, unike you!
That statement is insane, yet so many peope beieve in such
rubbish. Everyone is reated to everyone ese, so when a
Ukrainian considers himsef superior to a person iving in the
Donbas, he is an idiot, a Jew is an idiot for a simiar reason and
in fact Europe is fu of idiots.
Unti the average person wakes up and accepts they are just
another homo-erectus just ike everyone ese, these fascist
types wi aways start wars and fascist morons wi aways
foow. .

Richard Caste 5/31/2026 at 1217 PM 4

Repy

Stop eecting idiots on jobs controing poicies.

Bo Tchi 5/31/2026 at 1245 PM 3

Repy

The brainwashed in Ukraine have not deposed this modern
Nero who fiddes whie Kiev and Ukraine burn.

D O 6/1/2026 at 330 PM 0

Repy

«If we put a red dot on the heads of idiots, the word woud
ook ike a fied of poppies» (heard on a program about
Trump, the master of a idiots)

Jos Nijsten 5/31/2026 at 221 PM 1

Repy

Stop Datafarming 5/31/2026 at 1138 AM
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Is Zeenskyʼs promotion of neo-nazism so outandish in the
context of the European architects of this confict? The Ukraine
confict provides the economic camofage for European states
to switch to a repressive technocratic system of government,
disguised as a shift to a «war economy», foowing the WEFʼs
agenda 2030 pan. The WEF itsef is one of the pubic faces of a
neo-nazism that has evoved in he shadows since WW2. Based
around a strategy of totaitarian contro and the extermination of
the «useess eaters», the nazi WEF has israei professor Yuva
Noah Harari as its main advisor. An israei intimatey invoved
with a neo-nazi european poitica ideoogy does suggest
historica animosity has been overcome and objectives have
become aigned. Is a Jewish Zeensky activey promoting neo-
nazism simpy an extension of this context?

Stop Datafarming 5/31/2026 at 1138 AM 4

Repy

I think you have the gist of it.

There reay does seem to be a growing number of peope in
the West who are embracing a new, ‘unitingʼ type of
Liberaism which encompasses identity poitics, poice-state
brutaity and technocratic oppression. Israe in many ways
has perfected a three of these things in its various major
institutions (the IDF, Mossad, Likud) so it serves as the mode
to repicate.

E Jay 5/31/2026 at 1235 PM 2

Repy

I agree my comment was the barebones gist of it and
youʼre correct that there is an aignment in operationa
styes and objectives. I can add to my origina comment
that the EU as an organisation was a 1930ʼs/40ʼs nazi
project impemented by former high-ranking nazis after
WW2 using the egisative stucture the origina nazis had
aready written. Photos of Boris Johnson proudy hoding a
Ukrainian neo-nazi miitary fag or Justin Trudeau
appauding a former Ukrainian nazi in the Canadian
pariament, Western media deiberatey hiding from us the
nazi insignia worn by Ukrainian sodiers… there are a ot of
indicators of whatʼs reay occurring beneath the veneer of
the media bubbe that hides it from us.

Stop Datafarming 6/1/2026 at 1003 AM 0

Repy

If youʼve had any doubts that gobaists and the WEF are spot
on your doubts shoud have been removed by corona hoax.
How easy was it to iberate «useess eaters» of their
freedoms, ock them a up based on a coossa ie. How easy
was it to get them queueing around the bock to get
repeatedy injected with that evi in iquid form, mutipe times.
Even when the truth came out what happened? Nothing.

Mario Super 6/1/2026 at 1046 AM 1
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Even when the truth came out what happened? Nothing.
Breads and circuses, thatʼs a they care about, those sti
aive that is. «useess eaters», thatʼs exacty what they are.
Not ong now…

Repy

Ok so itʼs time for a serious discussion on Ukraine.

Either Zeensky works for the Kremin or he works for the
Zionist caba that runs Canada, the UK most of the US, Ursua,
Kaya , macron and Merz ……

If itʼs the former then Iʼ eave this to Mr.Putin as he is no one to
be messed with.

If itʼs the atter then Iʼm suspecting their poitica time on earth
has run out.

Brayan Stoyanov 5/30/2026 at 1053 PM 4

Repy

Your comment shows how ost peope are when it comes to
reading and research.

There are many artices on where Zeensky comes from,
which Ukrainian oigarchs he pays homage to and what
financia endeavors the Kiev regime has engaged in within
the ast decade. Many of these pieces are done by RT. You
shoud take the time to read them, they are exceent.

E Jay 5/31/2026 at 736 AM 1

Repy

Correct

Caros 5/31/2026 at 1134 AM 0

Repy
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