
The real reason behind the West’s new
obsession with Armenia
As the battle for the country intensi�es, the mineral-rich mountains of

Syunik are emerging as a strategic prize in Eurasia’s new great power

competition
Published 4 Jun, 2026 13:33 | Updated 4 Jun, 2026 14:35

By Mikhail Bernovsky, specialist in trade and customs policy.

A geopolitical storm of global proportions
is swirling around tiny Armenia. At stake
are its relationships with Russia, Europe,
and the United States, not to mention its
immediate neighbors: Iran, Azerbaijan,
and Türkiye.

At the center of attention today are the
recently signed memorandums between
Armenia and the United States. These
are far from routine documents. After all,
US Secretary of State Marco Rubio
personally traveled to Armenia for the

Top stories

�ه����رعلا ESP РУС DE FR RS RT News AppWhere to watch Schedule

QUESTION MORE Turkish �shing boat attacked o� Crimea, leaving one dead | Russia-Ukraine con�ict LIVE

Russia & Former Soviet Union World News Business India Africa RT Features Analysis Opinion Entertainment Shows Projects

Home/ Russia & FSU/

China launches ‘special maritime operation’ o�
Taiwan

Pentagon boosts Israeli spying threat to ‘critical’ –
media

US wants to send frozen Iranian assets to Gulf allies
– media

Zelensky ‘doesn’t deserve’ EU’s highest award –
MEPs

https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/russia/
https://www.rt.com/news/
https://www.rt.com/news/
https://arabic.rt.com/
https://arabic.rt.com/
https://actualidad.rt.com/
https://actualidad.rt.com/
https://russian.rt.com/
https://russian.rt.com/
https://de.rt.com/
https://de.rt.com/
https://francais.rt.com/
https://francais.rt.com/
https://rt.rs/
https://rt.rs/
https://index-en.rt.com/
https://index-en.rt.com/
https://index-en.rt.com/
https://index-en.rt.com/
https://index-en.rt.com/
https://index-en.rt.com/
https://index-en.rt.com/
https://index-en.rt.com/
https://index-en.rt.com/
https://index-en.rt.com/
https://russian.rt.com/inotv
https://russian.rt.com/inotv
https://russian.rt.com/inotv
https://russian.rt.com/inotv
https://russian.rt.com/inotv
https://russian.rt.com/inotv
https://en.arteldoc.tv/
https://en.arteldoc.tv/
https://en.arteldoc.tv/
https://en.arteldoc.tv/
https://en.arteldoc.tv/
https://en.arteldoc.tv/
https://en.arteldoc.tv/
https://gw2ru.com/
https://gw2ru.com/
https://gw2ru.com/
https://gw2ru.com/
https://ruptly.agency/
https://ruptly.agency/
https://ruptly.agency/
https://ruptly.agency/
https://ruptly.agency/
https://ruptly.agency/
https://ruptly.agency/
https://ruptly.agency/
https://ruptly.agency/
https://academy.rt.com/
https://academy.rt.com/
https://academy.rt.com/
https://academy.rt.com/
https://academy.rt.com/
https://academy.rt.com/
https://academy.rt.com/
https://academy.rt.com/
https://academy.rt.com/
https://academy.rt.com/
https://academy.rt.com/
https://academy.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/applications/
https://www.rt.com/applications/
https://www.rt.com/applications/
https://www.rt.com/applications/
https://www.rt.com/applications/
https://www.rt.com/applications/
https://www.rt.com/applications/
https://t.me/rtnews
https://t.me/rtnews
https://t.me/rtnews
https://www.rt.com/rss-feeds/
https://www.rt.com/rss-feeds/
https://www.rt.com/rss-feeds/
https://twitter.com/RT_com
https://twitter.com/RT_com
https://twitter.com/RT_com
https://twitter.com/RT_com
https://vk.com/rt_international
https://vk.com/rt_international
https://vk.com/rt_international
https://rumble.com/c/RTNews
https://rumble.com/c/RTNews
https://rumble.com/c/RTNews
https://odysee.com/@RT:fd
https://odysee.com/@RT:fd
https://odysee.com/@RT:fd
https://odysee.com/@RT:fd
https://www.rt.com/where-to-watch/
https://www.rt.com/where-to-watch/
https://www.rt.com/where-to-watch/
https://www.rt.com/where-to-watch/
https://www.rt.com/where-to-watch/
https://www.rt.com/where-to-watch/
https://www.rt.com/schedule/
https://www.rt.com/schedule/
https://www.rt.com/schedule/
https://www.rt.com/schedule/
https://www.rt.com/schedule/
https://www.rt.com/schedule/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/trends/russia-ukraine-conflict/
https://www.rt.com/trends/russia-ukraine-conflict/
https://www.rt.com/on-air/
https://www.rt.com/on-air/
https://www.rt.com/russia/
https://www.rt.com/russia/
https://www.rt.com/news/
https://www.rt.com/news/
https://www.rt.com/business/
https://www.rt.com/business/
https://www.rt.com/india/
https://www.rt.com/india/
https://www.rt.com/africa/
https://www.rt.com/africa/
https://www.rt.com/tags/feature/
https://www.rt.com/tags/feature/
https://www.rt.com/tags/analysis/
https://www.rt.com/tags/analysis/
https://www.rt.com/tags/op-ed/
https://www.rt.com/tags/op-ed/
https://www.rt.com/pop-culture/
https://www.rt.com/pop-culture/
https://www.rt.com/shows/
https://www.rt.com/shows/
https://www.rt.com/projects/
https://www.rt.com/projects/
https://www.rt.com/trends/battle-for-armenia/
https://www.rt.com/trends/battle-for-armenia/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/russia/
https://www.rt.com/russia/
https://www.rt.com/russia/
https://www.rt.com/russia/
https://www.rt.com/russia/
https://www.rt.com/russia/
https://www.rt.com/news/641142-china-special-maritime-operation-taiwan/
https://www.rt.com/news/641142-china-special-maritime-operation-taiwan/
https://www.rt.com/news/641142-china-special-maritime-operation-taiwan/
https://www.rt.com/news/641142-china-special-maritime-operation-taiwan/
https://www.rt.com/news/641142-china-special-maritime-operation-taiwan/
https://www.rt.com/news/641142-china-special-maritime-operation-taiwan/
https://www.rt.com/news/641142-china-special-maritime-operation-taiwan/
https://www.rt.com/news/641108-pentagon-israel-spying-threat/
https://www.rt.com/news/641108-pentagon-israel-spying-threat/
https://www.rt.com/news/641108-pentagon-israel-spying-threat/
https://www.rt.com/news/641108-pentagon-israel-spying-threat/
https://www.rt.com/news/641108-pentagon-israel-spying-threat/
https://www.rt.com/news/641108-pentagon-israel-spying-threat/
https://www.rt.com/news/641126-iran-frozen-assets-repair/
https://www.rt.com/news/641126-iran-frozen-assets-repair/
https://www.rt.com/news/641126-iran-frozen-assets-repair/
https://www.rt.com/news/641126-iran-frozen-assets-repair/
https://www.rt.com/news/641126-iran-frozen-assets-repair/
https://www.rt.com/news/641126-iran-frozen-assets-repair/
https://www.rt.com/news/641123-zelensky-eu-award-meps/
https://www.rt.com/news/641123-zelensky-eu-award-meps/
https://www.rt.com/news/641123-zelensky-eu-award-meps/
https://www.rt.com/news/641123-zelensky-eu-award-meps/
https://www.rt.com/news/641123-zelensky-eu-award-meps/
https://www.rt.com/news/641123-zelensky-eu-award-meps/


Secretary of State Marco Rubio participates in a signing ceremony with Armenia's Foreign
Minister Ararat Mirzoyan in Yerevan, Armenia, May 26, 2026 ©  AP Photo/Julia Demaree
Nikhinson

signing ceremony – a level of
involvement that would be highly unusual
for agreements of secondary importance.

The depth and complexity of both historical and contemporary developments across the South Caucasus,
Central Asia, the Persian Gulf, and the Eastern Mediterranean – regions where the European Union, Israel,
and Türkiye wield signi�cant in�uence – are beginning to come into focus like long-forgotten photographs
�nally emerging in a darkroom. 

Suddenly, attention is returning to a network of strategically important mining and transportation enclaves
scattered across this vast macro-region. One of the most critical among them is Armenia’s Syunik Province,
home to substantial deposits of valuable minerals ranging from molybdenum and uranium to gold.

None of this is new. Everyone has known it for decades.

In today’s era of heightened military competition and defense
industry expansion, countries are racing to secure access to
anything tied to semiconductors, rare-earth elements, and
defense-critical raw materials. Governments are increasingly
seeking to establish in�uence over the resources that will power
the next generation of strategic industries. Add the ongoing
transformation of global energy systems, and Armenia suddenly
emerges as a source of many of the critical materials
underpinning these technological shifts.

Syunik has been known for these resources since Soviet times.
The region is dotted with mines, open-pit operations, mineral
deposits, and processing facilities. Historically, these assets
were connected to the wider Soviet transportation network by a
railway running along the Iranian border, which follow the Aras River. This is precisely why the Zangezur
Corridor has become so strategically signi�cant.

Located nearby is the Zangezur Copper-Molybdenum Combine, which has been in operation since 1952, as
well as the Agarak Copper-Molybdenum Combine further north. Both remain fully operational and have
continued to expand in the post-Soviet era, with copper-molybdenum ore production doubling between 2003
and 2011.

From the standpoint of geopolitics and strategic logistics, the 43 kilometers of railway track that were
dismantled decades ago and are now being rebuilt represent a pathway to roughly seven percent of global
molybdenum reserves. Molybdenum is indispensable for missile production, nuclear energy, and
semiconductor manufacturing. Otherwise, it would be di�icult to explain why Washington is devoting so much
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attention to a short stretch of rail line that was removed more than 35 years ago. For perspective, the section
in question is shorter than Moscow’s Arbatsko–Pokrovskaya (dark blue) metro line.

As a transportation route linking the Caspian region to Türkiye,
this railway had limited strategic signi�cance for the United
States and only tenuously quali�ed as a major international
corridor. What changed is not the route itself but the cargo it
could potentially carry. The nature of those commodities has
elevated its importance dramatically.

The risk of losing in�uence over this mining enclave has
become su�iciently apparent that US President Trump has
moved to secure a stake in the broader spectrum of industrial
output generated by the region. Hence the emergence of the so-
called “Trump Route for Peace and Prosperity.” After all, in
today’s increasingly turbulent world, what do peace and
prosperity mean without access to uranium and molybdenum?

One phrase appears repeatedly throughout the US-Armenia memorandum: “export controls.” Whenever
export controls are discussed alongside semiconductors, the conversation inevitably turns toward dual-use
technologies and strategically sensitive materials.

For years, tensions between Armenia and Azerbaijan served as a destabilizing factor that complicated the
development of a broader US security strategy in the region. Now, however, Armenia and Azerbaijan
increasingly �nd themselves having to view the situation along the Iranian border through a shared lens. They
are, in e�ect, in the same boat – bound by a common framework of agreements involving the United States.

So where do Armenia’s European ambitions �t into all of this?

Ironically, the primary criterion that could support Armenia’s eventual integration into the European Union is
much the same as the factor that once underpinned its participation in the Eurasian Economic Union:
geography.

Ownership of mining assets may ultimately involve American or
European interests alike, but Europe’s stake in South Caucasus
logistics is no less signi�cant than America’s interest in uranium
and molybdenum. The processing and manufacturing facilities
that handle Armenia’s raw materials can be relocated as
logistics evolve. Control over the resource base itself, however,
is likely to remain closely tied to US involvement. The same
applies to energy infrastructure and large-scale data systems.
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Consider a series of seemingly disconnected developments
that, taken together, point toward a much broader strategic
picture:

• The TRIPP corridor agreement involving Azeri President
Aliyev, Armenian Prime Minister Pashinyan, and US President Trump was reportedly reached well
before the American strikes on Iran.

• The importance of copper-molybdenum and uranium deposits for the defense industry has long been
understood, making these assets increasingly valuable bargaining chips in geopolitical negotiations.
Moreover, it remains unclear whether all surveyed deposits and associated mineral resources are
publicly known.

• Among the various US strikes against Iranian territory were attacks targeting areas near the Caspian
Sea.

• Armenia is actively discussing the construction of small modular nuclear reactors (SMRs), a technology
currently mastered by only a handful of countries, including the United States, France, and Russia. At
the same time, Armenia’s relationship with Russia continues to deteriorate.

• The Zangezur Corridor will inevitably connect to transportation networks extending into Türkiye, and
Armenia has already planned a parallel highway running alongside the railway.

• Europe is eager to capitalize on the South Caucasus both as a transit route and as a source of critical
raw materials. While the region may not represent a major consumer market for European goods, it
could become an important destination for European industrial and technological equipment.

Viewed through the lens of a potential Washington-Tehran understanding, these factors suggest that Iran fully
recognizes the strategic importance of Armenia’s uranium and molybdenum resources to both the United
States and the European Union, as well as the importance of securing the broader mining assets that support
Western defense industry capabilities.

If that assessment is correct, there may be grounds for optimism regarding the eventual de-escalation of
con�ict in the Persian Gulf region. Should hostilities continue, it becomes di�icult to imagine the establishment
of a major US military-economic foothold in Syunik and the surrounding territories – let alone the emergence
of one of Washington’s key centers of in�uence across Eurasia.

That is, assuming a negotiated outcome remains possible.

The stakes could hardly be higher.

This article was �rst published by Russia in Global A�airs, translated and edited by the RT team
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Itʼs more than about just mining mineras from Armenia. Armenia is the ast independent country in the Caucas,
with the Aiev crime famiy seing neighboring Azerbaijan to U.K., Israe and U.S., Armenia has been turned to
desperation after watching the Aievs attack the country effortessy with no hep from either Russia or Iran.
Expect to see yet another new NATO puppet state in the region if Armeniaʼs security and economic concerns
(created by the West) continue to be ignored by Russia, Iran and China.

Kar Murphy 6/5/2026 at 254 AM 2

Repy

Not ony Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan and even Russia are seing themseves to Israe…

They canʼt ignore that Israe contros the US!

At this point itʼs a a greedy Yiddish theatre, Goys fighting Goys for the benefit of theirmasters…

D R 6/5/2026 at 957 AM 0

Repy

got a point wi be a nice pace to promote some brics business as we .

Edgardo DeVae 6/5/2026 at 1117 AM 1

Sign In
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got a point wi be a nice pace to promote some brics business as we .

Repy

The US has unimited funds. It can buy friends everywhere.

Michae Utter 6/7/2026 at 335 PM 0

Repy

Armenia made a bad move that woud make Russian assistance iega. Canʼt say that I understand it.

Danie Bernard 6/8/2026 at 637 AM 0

Repy
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