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The real reason behind the West’s new
obsession with Armenia

As the battle for the country intensifies, the mineral-rich mountains of
Syunik are emerging as a strategic prize in Eurasia’s new great power
competition

Published 4 Jun, 2026 13:33

China launches ‘special maritime operation’ off
Taiwan

By Mikhail Bernovsky, specialist in trade and customs policy.

A geopolitical storm of global proportions

is swirling around tiny Armenia. At stake Pentagon boosts Israeli spying threat to ‘critical’ —

are its relationships with Russia, Europe, media

and the United States, not to mention its

immediate neighbors: Iran, Azerbaijan, US wants to send frozen Iranian assets to Gulf allies
and Tarkiye. — media

At the ceqter of attention today are the Zelensky ‘doesn’t deserve’ EU's highest award —
recently signed memorandums between MEPs

Armenia and the United States. These
are far from routine documents. After all,
US Secretary of State Marco Rubio
personally traveled to Armenia for the
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signing ceremony — a level of Tell me if you've heard this one: A post-Soviet leader
involvement that would be highly unusual plays anti-Russian card in key poll
for agreements of secondary importance.

WATCH Elite Russian drone unit hunt Ukrainian

The depth and complexity of both historical and contemporary developments across the South Caucasus, UAVS

Central Asia, the Persian Gulf, and the Eastern Mediterranean — regions where the European Union, Israel,

and Turkiye wield significant influence — are beginning to come into focus like long-forgotten photographs
finally emerging in a darkroom. Ukraine's backer blasts Zelensky over tribute to Nazi

collaborators
Suddenly, attention is returning to a network of strategically important mining and transportation enclaves
scattered across this vast macro-region. One of the most critical among them is Armenia’s Syunik Province,
home to substantial deposits of valuable minerals ranging from molybdenum and uranium to gold.

None of this is new. Everyone has known it for decades. Subscribe to RT newsletter to get news

highlights of the day right in your mailbox
In today’s era of heightened military competition and defense
industry expansion, countries are racing to secure access to
anything tied to semiconductors, rare-earth elements, and
defense-critical raw materials. Governments are increasingly
seeking to establish influence over the resources that will power
the next generation of strategic industries. Add the ongoing
transformation of global energy systems, and Armenia suddenly
emerges as a source of many of the critical materials
underpinning these technological shifts.

E-mail

We offer you the possibility to receive RT's news highlights
every Monday, Wednesday and Friday by email.

RT Features

Read more: Another post-Soviet country
is following Ukraine’s path. Will the
ending be different?

Syunik has been known for these resources since Soviet times.
The region is dotted with mines, open-pit operations, mineral
deposits, and processing facilities. Historically, these assets
were connected to the wider Soviet transportation network by a
railway running along the Iranian border, which follow the Aras River. This is precisely why the Zangezur
Corridor has become so strategically significant.

Located nearby is the Zangezur Copper-Molybdenum Combine, which has been in operation since 1952, as
well as the Agarak Copper-Molybdenum Combine further north. Both remain fully operational and have
continued to expand in the post-Soviet era, with copper-molybdenum ore production doubling between 2003
and 2011.

From the standpoint of geopolitics and strategic logistics, the 43 kilometers of railway track that were
dismantled decades ago and are now being rebuilt represent a pathway to roughly seven percent of global
molybdenum reserves. Molybdenum is indispensable for missile production, nuclear energy, and
semiconductor manufacturing. Otherwise, it would be difficult to explain why Washington is devoting so much

From Zanzibar to St. Petersburg: The 130-year
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attention to a short stretch of rail line that was removed more than 35 years ago. For perspective, the section history of Russia-Tanzania ties
in question is shorter than Moscow's Arbatsko—Pokrovskaya (dark blue) metro line.

As a transportation route linking the Caspian region to Turkiye,
this railway had limited strategic significance for the United
States and only tenuously qualified as a major international
corridor. What changed is not the route itself but the cargo it
could potentially carry. The nature of those commodities has
elevated its importance dramatically.

The risk of losing influence over this mining enclave has
become sufficiently apparent that US President Trump has
moved to secure a stake in the broader spectrum of industrial
output generated by the region. Hence the emergence of the so- ‘Poles, Russians, and Jews must be exterminated’:

Read more: Here's what you need to
ﬁg?irsga:gd about Russia and its called “Trump Route for Peace and Prosperity.” After all, in The bloody history of Zelensky’s heroes
g today'’s increasingly turbulent world, what do peace and (DISTURBING CONTENT)

prosperity mean without access to uranium and molybdenum?

One phrase appears repeatedly throughout the US-Armenia memorandum: “export controls.” Whenever
export controls are discussed alongside semiconductors, the conversation inevitably turns toward dual-use
technologies and strategically sensitive materials.

For years, tensions between Armenia and Azerbaijan served as a destabilizing factor that complicated the
development of a broader US security strategy in the region. Now, however, Armenia and Azerbaijan
increasingly find themselves having to view the situation along the Iranian border through a shared lens. They
are, in effect, in the same boat — bound by a common framework of agreements involving the United States.

So where do Armenia’s European ambitions fit into all of this? .
The first global meme war is over. America lost
Ironically, the primary criterion that could support Armenia’s eventual integration into the European Union is
much the same as the factor that once underpinned its participation in the Eurasian Economic Union:
geography.
Ownership of mining assets may ultimately involve American or Podcasts All podcasts

European interests alike, but Europe’s stake in South Caucasus
logistics is no less significant than America’s interest in uranium
and molybdenum. The processing and manufacturing facilities
that handle Armenia’s raw materials can be relocated as
logistics evolve. Control over the resource base itself, however,
is likely to remain closely tied to US involvement. The same
applies to energy infrastructure and large-scale data systems.

Chen Weihua: The US is the destroyer of the global
N order; it underestimated China’s power

CrossTalk Bullhorns: Insults as strategy
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Consider a series of seemingly disconnected developments LT R — [IOSTALE..)
that, taken together, point toward a much broader strategic Read more: The West's Caucasus
picture: circus: How has the Yerevan Summit
looked from Moscow?
e The TRIPP corridor agreement involving Azeri President
Aliyev, Armenian Prime Minister Pashinyan, and US President Trump was reportedly reached well
before the American strikes on Iran.
¢ The importance of copper-molybdenum and uranium deposits for the defense industry has long been
understood, making these assets increasingly valuable bargaining chips in geopolitical negotiations.
Moreover, it remains unclear whether all surveyed deposits and associated mineral resources are
publicly known.
o Among the various US strikes against Iranian territory were attacks targeting areas near the Caspian
Sea.
¢ Armenia is actively discussing the construction of small modular nuclear reactors (SMRs), a technology
currently mastered by only a handful of countries, including the United States, France, and Russia. At
the same time, Armenia’s relationship with Russia continues to deteriorate.
e The Zangezur Corridor will inevitably connect to transportation networks extending into Turkiye, and
Armenia has already planned a parallel highway running alongside the railway.
e Europe is eager to capitalize on the South Caucasus both as a transit route and as a source of critical
raw materials. While the region may not represent a major consumer market for European goods, it
could become an important destination for European industrial and technological equipment.

Viewed through the lens of a potential Washington-Tehran understanding, these factors suggest that Iran fully
recognizes the strategic importance of Armenia’s uranium and molybdenum resources to both the United
States and the European Union, as well as the importance of securing the broader mining assets that support
Western defense industry capabilities.

If that assessment is correct, there may be grounds for optimism regarding the eventual de-escalation of
conflict in the Persian Gulf region. Should hostilities continue, it becomes difficult to imagine the establishment
of a major US military-economic foothold in Syunik and the surrounding territories — let alone the emergence
of one of Washington's key centers of influence across Eurasia.

That is, assuming a negotiated outcome remains possible.

The stakes could hardly be higher.

This article was first published by Russia in Global Affairs, translated and edited by the RT team
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The Battle for Armenia

Please check our commenting policy. If you have questions or suggestions feel free to send them to feedback@rttv.ru.
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ﬂ‘ John J 6/5/2026 at 11:10 PM 1

| bought some wine from Armenia and is was lousy. Some wealthy corrupt Cabal people in Southern California
from that area want to exploit the workers for better profits. The best way to do that is support crony Capitalist.

Reply

) panietBernard 6/8/2026 at 7:04 AM 0

Cubans tried to teach Nicaraguans how to make good cigars, and they ended up making better cigars. Not to
disagree, but strange things happen.

Reply

Karl Murphy 6/5/2026 at 2:54 AM 2

It's more than about just mining minerals from Armenia. Armenia is the last independent country in the Caucas,
with the Aliev crime family selling neighboring Azerbaijan to U.K., Israel and U.S., Armenia has been turned to
desperation after watching the Alievs attack the country effortlessly with no help from either Russia or Iran.
Expect to see yet another new NATO puppet state in the region if Armenia’s security and economic concerns
(created by the West) continue to be ignored by Russia, Iran and China.

Reply
B) or 6/5/2026 at 9:57 Am 0

Not only Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan and even Russia are selling themselves to Israel...
They can't ignore that Israel controls the US!

At this point it's all a greedy Yiddish theatre, Goys fighting Goys for the benefit of theirmasters...
Reply

Edgardo DelValle 6/5/2026 at 11:17 AM 1

nnt a nnint will ha a nira Nnlara tA niramnta enamaoa hrice hiicinace ac wiall


https://www.rt.com/russia/640946-wests-new-obsession-with-armenia/#remark42__comment-f3aeb9f9-2388-443d-8a3a-522b35f4b84a
https://www.rt.com/russia/640946-wests-new-obsession-with-armenia/#remark42__comment-f3aeb9f9-2388-443d-8a3a-522b35f4b84a
https://www.rt.com/russia/640946-wests-new-obsession-with-armenia/#remark42__comment-412d8964-0a34-4405-b4cd-c9b68de2007e
https://www.rt.com/russia/640946-wests-new-obsession-with-armenia/#remark42__comment-412d8964-0a34-4405-b4cd-c9b68de2007e
https://www.rt.com/russia/640946-wests-new-obsession-with-armenia/#remark42__comment-f3aeb9f9-2388-443d-8a3a-522b35f4b84a
https://www.rt.com/russia/640946-wests-new-obsession-with-armenia/#remark42__comment-f3aeb9f9-2388-443d-8a3a-522b35f4b84a
https://www.rt.com/russia/640946-wests-new-obsession-with-armenia/#remark42__comment-f3aeb9f9-2388-443d-8a3a-522b35f4b84a
https://www.rt.com/russia/640946-wests-new-obsession-with-armenia/#remark42__comment-54991875-1438-4982-bc53-0eb28733ed4e
https://www.rt.com/russia/640946-wests-new-obsession-with-armenia/#remark42__comment-54991875-1438-4982-bc53-0eb28733ed4e
https://www.rt.com/russia/640946-wests-new-obsession-with-armenia/#remark42__comment-32954f65-ba72-460d-b74d-bed84dc77d2d
https://www.rt.com/russia/640946-wests-new-obsession-with-armenia/#remark42__comment-32954f65-ba72-460d-b74d-bed84dc77d2d
https://www.rt.com/russia/640946-wests-new-obsession-with-armenia/#remark42__comment-54991875-1438-4982-bc53-0eb28733ed4e
https://www.rt.com/russia/640946-wests-new-obsession-with-armenia/#remark42__comment-54991875-1438-4982-bc53-0eb28733ed4e
https://www.rt.com/russia/640946-wests-new-obsession-with-armenia/#remark42__comment-54991875-1438-4982-bc53-0eb28733ed4e
https://www.rt.com/russia/640946-wests-new-obsession-with-armenia/#remark42__comment-7175632e-7264-49d9-9354-0ea862f105b0
https://www.rt.com/russia/640946-wests-new-obsession-with-armenia/#remark42__comment-7175632e-7264-49d9-9354-0ea862f105b0
https://www.rt.com/russia/640946-wests-new-obsession-with-armenia/#remark42__comment-54991875-1438-4982-bc53-0eb28733ed4e
https://www.rt.com/russia/640946-wests-new-obsession-with-armenia/#remark42__comment-54991875-1438-4982-bc53-0eb28733ed4e
https://www.rt.com/russia/640946-wests-new-obsession-with-armenia/#remark42__comment-54991875-1438-4982-bc53-0eb28733ed4e

YUL U PUIIL WILL VT O UG PIUUT LU PIVHTIVLS DUTTS NTIVO NUIITITOD U Vol .

Reply

[0 wichael Utter 6/7/2026 at 3:35 PM

The US has unlimited funds. It can buy friends everywhere.
Reply

) panielBernard 6/8/2026 at 6:37 AM

Armenia made a bad move that would make Russian assistance illegal. Can't say that | understand it.
Reply
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