
Colonel Vladimir Kononnikov, commander of Ukraine’s 154th Separate Mechanized
Brigade. ©  Facebook / 154OMBR

Commander of major Ukrainian
military unit found dead with gunshot
wound
Police have launched a murder investigation into the death of

Colonel Vladimir Kononnikov, who led the 154th Separate

Mechanized Brigade
Published 28 Jun, 2026 23:47 | Updated 29 Jun, 2026 05:44

The commander of Ukraine’s battle-
hardened 154th Separate Mechanized
Brigade, Colonel Vladimir Kononnikov,
has been found dead with a gunshot
wound, police said.

Kononnikov’s death was �rst reported
by Ukraine’s Operational Command
South. The command said on
Facebook that the o�icer’s body was
discovered on Sunday and that
“preliminary �ndings indicated there
were no signs of violence.”

Police, however, later released a brief
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statement saying that Kononnikov was found dead with a gunshot wound and that a murder
investigation has been launched.

The brigade was formed in September 2023 and has primarily fought in Kharkov Region and Donbass.
It took part in the battle for Krasnoarmeysk (Pokrovsk), which was captured by Russia in December
2025, and in the ongoing operations around Kupyansk.

According to Ukrainian media, Kononnikov was
appointed commander last year.

The unit is currently based in Gulyaypole, a town in the
Ukrainian-controlled part of Zaporozhye Region. The
region voted to secede from Ukraine and join Russia in a
referendum held in September 2022.

Last week, Ukrainian news website Babel published a
bombshell report alleging abuses at the training camps of
the 425th Separate Assault Regiment Skelia (formerly
Skala), which it said led to the deaths of at least 26
recruits.

The authorities con�rmed the non-combat deaths of 25 of the recruits mentioned in the report but did
not disclose the causes of death. The unit’s commander, Lieutenant Colonel Yury Garkavy, was
suspended pending an investigation.

You can share this story on social media:

Follow RT on

Please check our commenting policy. If you have questions or suggestions feel free to send them to
feedback@rttv.ru.
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inteigenceʼs point of view, no matter how secure you think your persona security is. Think again. As the
Persian IRGCʼs Inte forceʼs had dispayed during the recent 38 day war. During the heightened security
measureʼs taken by Israe in the midde of a war. A high ranking agent was taken out DEEP INSIDE THE
ISRATERRORISTS TERRITORY.

• As the saying goes. The Ango Jewish Terrorist Naziʼs fought the aw, and the Russian Persian Cops
Won.
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Or ‘You choose to die in the front, you wi be reported as missing…no support for your famiy.̓

Repy

he got fragged..

used to happen a ot to officers during Vietnam War

pau figaro 6/29/2026 at 155 AM 6

Repy

How ong did a first Lt. ast near the end of the war , was it ess than a month?

Richard Hoembeak 6/29/2026 at 1002 AM 0

Repy

His ast words were, “Rico! Weʼ need specia tactica equipment. Weʼre gonna face extreme peri.
Private probaby wonʼt survive. Private!? What are you doing? Donʼt point that….Private!!! Pr…ˮ

Junk Man 6/29/2026 at 502 AM 5

Repy

POP!!

Марк Шевчик 6/29/2026 at 852 AM 1

Repy

Great ! One down.Says The BronxBoy!
He is responsibe for the death marches .
Itʼs a disgusting;!

SaysTheBronxBoy 6/29/2026 at 750 AM 5

Repy

When the war is going bady the way it is for them, the neo-Nazis are bound to turn the guns on each
other. Thereʼs no two ways about it.,

do chere-boewang 6/29/2026 at 747 AM 6

Repy

Maybe one of the many unwiing recruits had enough…….

Frank Scafani 6/29/2026 at 207 AM 22

Repy
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