
Complaints over Ukrainian
press gangs skyrocket

Draft o�icers are frequently
accused of abuse of power amid
the ‘bussi�cation’ campaign in
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which men are snatched o� the
streets
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Nearly 12,000 complaints have been �led
against draft o�icials in Ukraine since the
con�ict with Russia began in early 2022,
Ukrainskaya Pravda (UP) reported on
Monday, citing data provided by the
parliamentary human rights commissioner.

Ukraine has been su�ering from chronic
manpower shortages due to its heavy
battle�eld losses, widespread draft dodging,
and desertion. The nationwide ‘bussi�cation’
campaign, in which draft o�icers ambush
military-age men on the streets, at
workplaces, and outside their homes, has
often led to violent altercations and outrage
on social media.

According to UP, the number of complaints
against draft o�icials jumped from 514 in
2023 to 6,127 in 2025. A total of 1,657
complaints were �led in the �rst quarter of
2026.
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In many

instances, o�icers were �lmed tackling and
beating men before shoving them into vans.
Several draftees have reportedly died
shortly after arriving at the draft o�ices. In
videos posted online, bystanders and family
members are often seen attacking the
o�icers to prevent unwilling recruits from
being sent to the front line.

The Ukrainian government lowered the draft
age from 27 to 25 and has introduced
harsher penalties for draft dodging.

The draft remains a highly contentious issue
as the con�ict with Russia has entered its
fourth year. Last week, dozens of people
attempted to storm a draft o�ice building in
the village of Mezhgorye in western Ukraine.
In early May, a man opened �re on draft
o�icers in the city of Dnepr in eastern
Ukraine, wounding two people.

Although Ukraine does not disclose its

Subscribe to
RT newsletter
to get news
highlights of
the day right
in your
mailbox

E-mail

Subscribe

RT Features

Read more: Ukrainian draft
enforcers snatch man from
kindergarten (VIDEO)

We o�er you the

possibility to

receive RT's

news highlights

every Monday,

Wednesday and

Friday by email.

The domino e�ect:
How Iran-Israel
tensions arm pirates

FEATURE

https://www.rt.com/tags/feature/
https://www.rt.com/tags/feature/
https://www.rt.com/russia/639368-ukraine-forced-mobilization-lviv/
https://www.rt.com/russia/639368-ukraine-forced-mobilization-lviv/
https://www.rt.com/russia/639368-ukraine-forced-mobilization-lviv/
https://www.rt.com/russia/639368-ukraine-forced-mobilization-lviv/
https://www.rt.com/russia/639368-ukraine-forced-mobilization-lviv/
https://www.rt.com/russia/639368-ukraine-forced-mobilization-lviv/
https://www.rt.com/russia/639368-ukraine-forced-mobilization-lviv/
https://www.rt.com/russia/639368-ukraine-forced-mobilization-lviv/
https://www.rt.com/russia/639368-ukraine-forced-mobilization-lviv/
https://www.rt.com/russia/639368-ukraine-forced-mobilization-lviv/
https://www.rt.com/russia/639368-ukraine-forced-mobilization-lviv/
https://www.rt.com/russia/639368-ukraine-forced-mobilization-lviv/
https://www.rt.com/russia/639368-ukraine-forced-mobilization-lviv/
https://www.rt.com/russia/639368-ukraine-forced-mobilization-lviv/
https://www.rt.com/russia/639368-ukraine-forced-mobilization-lviv/
https://www.rt.com/africa/639644-somali-pirates-houthis-ties-red-sea/
https://www.rt.com/africa/639644-somali-pirates-houthis-ties-red-sea/
https://www.rt.com/africa/639644-somali-pirates-houthis-ties-red-sea/
https://www.rt.com/africa/639644-somali-pirates-houthis-ties-red-sea/
https://www.rt.com/africa/639644-somali-pirates-houthis-ties-red-sea/
https://www.rt.com/africa/639644-somali-pirates-houthis-ties-red-sea/
https://www.rt.com/africa/639644-somali-pirates-houthis-ties-red-sea/


casualty �gures, o�icial Russian estimates
claim that nearly 500,000 Ukrainian service
members were killed or seriously wounded
in 2025 alone.

You can share this story on social media:

Please check our commenting policy. If you
have questions or suggestions feel free to
send them to feedback@rttv.ru.
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Zeensky the Ashkenaziʼs insistence of
making an enemy of the Ukrainian peope
against their own government is even
crazier than making an enemy of Russia.
And for what? To pease NATO and his
tribe in Israe?
Boycott Word Cup and FIFA.

Kar Murphy
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0
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Look at these fat we fed gangsters on the
pic.

Whie the sodiers of what is sti caed
‘ukraineʼ at the front starve, and get kied.

Le bon Sens
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Advice to ukrainians: send Zeensky to
hebrew Vahaa.

Probem soved.
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