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Here’s how Putin and Xi can
save the West from itself
The recent summit in Beijing con�rmed one thing – the

unipolar era is over
Published 22 May, 2026 12:47 | Updated 22 May, 2026 13:50

By Ladislav Zemánek, non-resident research fellow at China-
CEE Institute and expert of the Valdai Discussion Club

The recent summit between
Vladimir Putin and Xi Jinping sent
another wave of panic through
Western political and media
circles. On both sides of the
Atlantic, the growing partnership
between Russia and China is
habitually described as an
authoritarian alliance plotting
against the ‘free world’. Headlines
drip with warnings about a new
anti-Western axis. Think tanks
speak in apocalyptic tones.

Liberal commentators invoke a new Cold War.

But beneath the hysteria lies a simpler reality: The old world order is losing its grip.
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The Russia-China partnership is not a crusade against the West. It is a revolt against
unipolarity – against the idea that one civilization, one ideology, and one political model
should dominate the entire planet inde�nitely. Moscow and Beijing are not trying to destroy
the international system. They are building alternatives to an order monopolized for
decades by Western liberal power.

This distinction matters enormously. What Putin and Xi are advancing is the idea of a
multipolar world: A world where civilizations, nations, and cultures can pursue their own
paths without ideological supervision from Washington, Brussels, or transnational liberal
institutions. Far from threatening Europe and America, this transformation could ultimately
save them from their own political and civilizational exhaustion.

The cracks in the liberal world order

When Russia and China �rst issued a joint declaration on multipolarity in 1997, few in the
West took it seriously. At the time, the Soviet Union was gone, American power appeared
unstoppable, and liberal globalization seemed destined to swallow the planet whole.
Francis Fukuyama’s ‘end of history’ thesis captured the mood of the age. Borders were
supposed to fade. National sovereignty was increasingly portrayed as obsolete.
Globalization accelerated while NATO marched steadily eastward.

Yet Russia and China already sensed the weakness hidden beneath the triumphalism.
Even at the height of American dominance, both powers understood that a world organized
around a single ideological center would eventually generate instability, arrogance,
overreach, and backlash. And that is precisely what happened. Endless wars, regime-
change interventions, �nancial crises, deindustrialization, mass migration, censorship,
social fragmentation, and cultural nihilism slowly eroded con�dence in the liberal model
itself.

Nearly 30 years later, Putin and Xi have returned to the same historical idea – only now
from a position of far greater strength.

At their latest summit, the two leaders adopted a new joint declaration on the multipolar
world order and the reform of global governance – a manifesto on sovereignty, shared
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security, openness, intercivilizational dialogue, and democratization of international
relations. More profoundly, it rejects the belief that liberal modernity represents the only
legitimate destiny for mankind.

This is what truly terri�es liberal elites. The
emerging Eurasian vision challenges Western
geopolitical dominance as well as the very
ideological foundations of the post-Cold War order
itself. It insists that humanity is composed of many
civilizations, not one universal civilization
governed by a single moral and political doctrine.

In many ways, the Putin-Xi vision resembles a
genuinely Schmittean Pluriversum: A world of
sovereign civilizational states rather than a
homogenized global marketplace administered by
technocrats, NGOs, and supranational bureaucracies. In this world, nations are not
expected to abandon their traditions, religions, or historical identities in the name of
abstract universalism. Diversity among civilizations is treated not as a problem to be erased
but as a reality to be respected.

Particularly striking was the declaration’s recognition of the constitutive and positive role of
religion in civilizational development and renewal. At a time when many Western
institutions treat Christianity and religious tradition as embarrassing remnants of the past,
Russia and China acknowledged spiritual inheritance and cultural continuity as pillars of
social cohesion and meaningful intercivilizational dialogue.

That message will resonate far beyond the two countries. Across Europe and the US,
millions increasingly feel alienated by borderless economics, bureaucratic managerialism,
cultural deracination, collapsing communities, demographic anxiety, and the aggressive
moralism of liberal ideology. They are told that national identity is dangerous, tradition
oppressive, religion backward, and sovereignty obsolete. Yet the more the liberal order
promises liberation, the more fragmented and rootless Western societies become. Putin
and Xi are speaking into that vacuum.
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Seeking peace?

Sanctions, sovereignty, survival

The Ukraine con�ict accelerated historical processes already underway. Western
governments unleashed unprecedented sanctions against Russia, expecting economic
collapse and political destabilization. Instead, Russia adapted. Its economy diversi�ed,
redirected eastward, and survived the largest sanctions regime in modern history.

China played a decisive role in that outcome, providing for trade expansion, deeper
�nancial cooperation, increased technology exchanges, and new logistical and commercial
corridors. Predictably, Western commentators portrayed this as Beijing enabling ‘Russian
aggression’. But China’s calculations are far more strategic.

Chinese leaders understand that sanctions have evolved from exceptional measure into
instruments of systemic coercion. Asset seizures, �nancial exclusion, and economic
warfare create precedents that can eventually be used against any state unwilling to submit
to Western political demands. And so, Beijing’s support for alternative �nancial systems
doesn’t only help Russia – it is a defense of sovereign autonomy in an increasingly
weaponized global economy.

This explains the growing importance of BRICS,
the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, trade in
national currencies, and independent payment
infrastructures. These initiatives are designed to
create resilience and strategic �exibility. Even the
West could bene�t from this type of system. A
world in which economic interdependence cannot
be weaponized so easily may ultimately prove
more stable than one governed by coercive
monopolies.

Ironically, it’s liberal globalization itself that
created this fragmentation. The same elites who

once preached open markets and global integration now advocate censorship, sanctions,
decoupling, industrial protectionism, and ideological conformity. The supposedly universal

Read more: Putin-Xi summit
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liberal order has revealed itself to be highly selective, punitive, and openly political.

Russia and China simply adjusted to reality faster than the West did.

The Eurasian rebalance

The geopolitical importance of Sino-Russian relations cannot be overstated. Together,
Russia and China dominate the strategic core of Eurasia – the largest landmass on Earth.
Their shared border stretches farther than any other in the world. Both are nuclear powers,
permanent members of the UN Security Council, and civilizations with deep historical
memory.

Hostility between the two would destabilize the entire continent. Partnership, on the other
hand, creates a new Eurasian equilibrium. What many Western analysts still fail to grasp is
that this partnership is not historically abnormal. If anything, it corrects decades of
imbalance.

After the Cold War, Russia looked overwhelmingly toward Europe and the US. China
became economically intertwined with America in what came to be known as ‘Chimerica’.
Even today, despite rising tensions, China’s economic relationship with the US remains far
larger than its trade with Russia.

The real geopolitical paradox here is that Western elites simultaneously pursued
confrontation with both powers while expecting them not to align strategically. By opening a
two-front struggle against Russia and China at the same time, the liberal establishment
accelerated precisely the Eurasian partnership it feared most.

Europe has su�ered the greatest consequences. As European governments severed ties
with Moscow, China gained privileged access to Russian energy, raw materials, agricultural
exports, and Arctic trade routes. Europe voluntarily surrendered strategic advantages while
Beijing stepped into the vacuum. In many respects, Europe is �nancing its own geopolitical
marginalization.

But this process is not irreversible. Future European leaders may eventually realize that
permanent confrontation with Russia serves neither Europe’s prosperity nor its security. A



stable Eurasian balance built on cooperation rather than ideological crusades would bene�t
the entire continent.

Multipolarity is not the West’s enemy

The greatest misunderstanding surrounding
multipolarity is the belief that it means the
destruction of the West. In reality, it may represent
the only path toward Western renewal.

For decades, liberal globalism hollowed out the
very foundations of Western civilization. National
sovereignty gave way to supranational
bureaucracy. Manufacturing disappeared. Borders
weakened. Communities fragmented. Endless
foreign interventions drained public trust. Cultural
atomization replaced social solidarity.

Under liberal universalism, nations themselves were expected to dissolve into a borderless
order.

Ordinary Europeans and Americans increasingly reject that vision. They want continuity,
identity, security, tradition, and meaningful sovereignty – the same principles Moscow and
Beijing now defend openly on the world stage.

This does not mean the West must imitate Russia or China. That kind of uniformity would
go against the very idea of multipolarity. Civilizations should be free to develop according to
their own histories, traditions, and moral frameworks without external ideological
enforcement.

Russia, China, Europe, and even the US are not natural civilizational enemies. In many
respects, they share a common adversary: Liberal globalism and the transnational class
that weakened sovereignty, eroded traditions, shattered social cohesion, and subordinated
nations to abstract universalist dogmas.

Read more: Russia-China strategic
partnership turns 30: How former
rivals became close friends
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The Putin-Xi summit, therefore, symbolized the accelerating transition from a world
organized around ideological uniformity to one grounded in civilizational plurality.

Western elites may resist this transformation for years to come. But history rarely reverses
course. The unipolar era is ending, and it wasn’t Russia or China that destroyed it. Liberal
globalism exhausted itself from within.

A balanced world of sovereign civilizations, distinct cultures, and multiple centers of power
does not threaten Europe or America. It may o�er the only viable path toward restoring
their own civilizational con�dence.

You can share this story on social media:

Follow RT on

Please check our commenting policy. If you have questions or suggestions feel free to send them
to feedback@rttv.ru.
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The Chinese mode as such is not transferabe to other countries, because everything is
based on their cuture, Confucius, and the ike, whose roots go back thousands of years.
Russia is here…actuay an actor here who doesnʼt actuay pay any serious roe, more in
the European and US eites, to scare that Russia wi take over the entire panet, and thatʼs
how they get miitarization, contro, and so on.Russia itsef, however, does not represent any
aternative force, ike China, and even China can do it ony technoogica, party economic,
as their Chinese cuture isnʼt just something other countries woud copy-paste or anything,
their entire system cannot be copy-paste. Russia wi sooner or ater be forced to join the
European process, because Russia is utimatey a European country, with a European
cuture, history, it is founded by Europeans. No matter how much it tries to pretend to be
some aternative to Europe itsef, itʼs simpy bizarre, it doesnʼt work and wonʼt work. Europe
certainy needs to start deveoping its socio-economic systems further, and I think if Europe
finay manage to move beyond this neoibera ideoogy, which is the KEY, afa and OMEGA
why Europe has issues now..to a much more panned and state owned & controed economy
as China has, Europe wi jump ight years ahead in deveopment in everything, as it did,
because it sti has incredibe potentia, ideas, phiosophies,…in the fied of cutura, socia,
economic deveopment, which you simpy cannot see anywhere ese on the panet, not
even cose.

Vienna P 5/23/2026 at 1035 AM 0

Repy

TKS to China and Russia marriage,… the war of extermination is ON, from UK Mr Taco Miga
make Israe great again stabeshments and nobody ese can do anything ese about it..

Big Vic 5/23/2026 at 1026 AM 0

Repy

The Wests enemy remains the US money producing automat out of thin air.

Peter Vog 5/23/2026 at 948 AM 0

Repy

Amazing that the US with ess than a quarter of China s popuation has a stock market way

ceci cement 5/23/2026 at 546 AM 1
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Amazing that the US with ess than a quarter of China s popuation has a stock market way
more vauabe. As for Russia, Nvidia is worth more than the entire RSX. And this author
seriousy thinks that the US is not undisputed top dog

Repy

Lo they are a grifters
What makes you think one wi be better than the other. «Mutipoar» just means separate
territories for separate cans. And they fight as opposed to one authority when they are a
vassas and they donʼt. Obviousy mutipoar doesnʼt work for average foks as they have to
go die for «mutipoarity». Wow what a reay bbss aboish the right to ife.

Neo Noir 5/23/2026 at 512 AM 0

Repy

Nobody can save a genicida bomber sovereign nation nazies .. siding in quick sand storm

Buddha On Engish Hi 5/23/2026 at 405 AM 0

Repy

China is ok except ugy surveiance of peope and ‘socia credit scoreʼ tyranny. This cannot
happen in Russia and esewhere. Western country try desperatey to impose it on us. Say
NO to this, resist !

Voyt Regna 5/23/2026 at 315 AM 1

Repy

Have you ever been in China for a whie?

Le bon Sens 5/23/2026 at 329 AM 0

Repy

just keep stopping our attempts to stea other peopes stuff and our extractive economies
wi coapse.

Dominic 5/23/2026 at 239 AM 0

Repy

John J 5/23/2026 at 1201 AM 1
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The corruption in the US is on the same eve as the bad times in Russia and China. In a
doar basis the corruption is worse than Rome when it was diuting itʼs siver with copper. It
is mosty bread and games in the US that is why modern Gadiators have 100 Miion doar
contracts with no risk of death. US Congress is bribed to obey, they are afraid as some say
(fact). The weathy Caba think a is under contro. Far from it. Even Wamart warned of
stress in the system.

John J 5/23/2026 at 1201 AM 1

Repy

Hereʼs how Putin and Xi can save the West from itsef; Nuke them! LOL

Gene Darak 5/22/2026 at 1142 PM 0

Repy

Russia and Chinaʼs «shared border stretches farther than any other in the word.» Check the
maps. Canada USA border.

Chinaʼs economic reationship with the US remains far arger than its trade with Russia. Is it
x2.82 arger? Because that is what you get when you spend money in Russia. Earn money in
Russia and you get poor. Spend money in Russia and you get rich. Itʼs caed purchasing
power parity.

OK! Go to Russia and drink a beer for one doar $1.00. Send your twin to the US to drink the
same beer for $2.82. In the US your twin wi get $1.82 worth of advertising about how the
beer wi make him more attractive to the opposite sex. Neither one of you gets aid,
because you are sti twins.

Danie Bernard 5/22/2026 at 1126 PM 0

Repy

Sanctions, sovereignty, surviva and Sociaism ?

Just a dream.

Bair Phiips 5/22/2026 at 712 PM 0

Repy

Vance Gibson 5/22/2026 at 553 PM 1
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The USA and the Zionists shoud be heped into their graves and mountains pace over
them. The sooner, the better. Mutipoar? Okay. However, if you toerate fith, you get the
current situation.

Vance Gibson 5/22/2026 at 553 PM 1

Repy

What a disappointment Trump must be to these two! The word had the opportunity to get
back on a firm and equa footing had these two been joined with what we a thought was a
feet on the ground common sense Donad Trump. Aas, not to be. The US wi be the worse
off for it. The reserve currency status of the greenback wi soon be gone, their navy, air
force, army has been seen to be dated and inadequate, graft and poitica baksheesh
exposed. The USA is not the toughest kid on the bock and itʼs become apparent, hasnʼt
been for a ong time.

G L 5/22/2026 at 543 PM 2

Repy

Comrade Xi and his favourite wife.

Serge Krieger 5/22/2026 at 448 PM 0

Repy

China is habituay described as an authoritarian aiance potting against the ‘free word .̓

it is astonishing than poitica Anaysts
a over the West donʼt understnd the
absiute need for a singe party governance
in a country of 1,4 Biion Peope ike China.

It ony requires a very simpe comparison
to comprehend the extreme wqeakenesses
od a so caed Democracy ike that of the US.

Consider the current poitica and economic situation
of the US, that apparenty has the idea Democratic Poitica System.
Every four years, two radicay opposing poitica parties compete,

RICHARD DAIGNEAULT 5/22/2026 at 353 PM 1
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Every four years, two radicay opposing poitica parties compete,
or shoud I say BID, for the Ova Office and each time a different
party takes over, iitchanges the entire direction of the country,
Domestic programs are modified, foreign poicies changed,
the governments agencies re-aigned, etc

So, each time the governing party in the US is changed,
the country goes gackward for an other four years, with
hundreds of $Biions wasted on procedure, eections,
bribes, changes in rues and 340 Miion peope need to
adjust over the next four years.

In China, with 1,4 Biion Peope, it woud be an impossibiity
to have so many peope dea with such radica changes
withing four / five years.
The One Party guarantees the essencia stabiity, it ensures
that the peope can enjoy an extremey stabe governance.
The peope sti eect the new poitica representatives
they chose every five years, from the viages to the Federa eves,
but the Top Poitica Party remains.

The Eites / 1%, as in the US, sti get their priorities aignes
but, they simpu donʼt dictate the governmentʼs poicies and
mandates. The do get a priviedge treatment but not by ignoring
the masses needs, as is done in the US.

When One ooks at the reaities and resuring progress
achieved in the ast 70 years, betwenn the US and China,
onky the 1% US Eites can choose the US system, thatʼs

The slow American retreat from
Europe has already begun
The fate of the con�ict, part 2: Trump, China, and the end of
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