
Rick Sanchez speaks to a resident of Russia’s Starobelsk at the site of a Ukrainian
drone strike that killed 21 college students on May 22, 2026 ©  RT

Sanchez: ‘Fear and anger’ after
deadly Ukrainian strike on college
dorm (VIDEO)
The town of Starobelsk is �lled with “fear and anger” after drone

attacks killed 21 students and injured more than 40, the journalist

said
Published 26 May, 2026 02:57 | Updated 26 May, 2026 05:14

Ukraine’s justi�cation for its deadly
strike on a college dormitory in
Starobelsk, Russia is not backed by
evidence, RT’s Rick Sanchez said
while reporting from the scene.

Ukrainian drones attacked a small,
regional campus of Lugansk State
Pedagogical University in the early
hours of Friday while students were
asleep in their beds. A total of 21
people – 18 women and three men –
were killed, and more than 40 others
were injured.
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The Ukrainian General Sta� claimed that its forces had targeted one of the command posts of an
elite Russian Rubicon drone unit. However, there were no signs of any military presence in or
around the dormitory, Sanchez said.

“There wasn’t even a hint of military personnel here. It was a targeted attack on children,” said
Roman Antonov, commander of a �re�ghting squad. Antonov said dozens of people were trapped
under the rubble, but his team could not immediately reach them because the initial attack was
followed by a second strike.

Rescuers continue to clear the rubble, while residents have been bringing �owers to makeshift
memorials. Teachers held a memorial event outside the destroyed building, holding photographs of
the victims.

“There were no military personnel” in the dormitory, university president Zhanna Mar�na told
Sanchez. She dismissed Ukraine’s account of the strike as a “pure lie.”
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The Lugansk People’s Republic, a largely Russian-speaking region, voted to secede from Ukraine
shortly after the Western-backed coup in Kiev in 2014. It later voted to join Russia in September
2022.

Kiev has refused to recognize the referendums and continues to consider the territory, including
Starobelsk, to be occupied Ukrainian land.

Last week’s strikes left “an unnerving sense of fear and
anger” in the town, Sanchez said. People he spoke to
at the memorial said they did not want Kiev’s rule to
return, rejecting what they described as the “imposition”
of the Ukrainian language.

“We’ve spoken Russian our whole lives,” one woman
said, adding that the dormitory strike had left her
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“speechless.”

“They were deliberately targeting (the campus). It
couldn’t have been a mistake,” another woman told
Sanchez. “This is our Donbass. This is Russian land,”

she added.

The Russian Foreign Ministry denounced the attack as a war crime and accused NATO members of
helping Ukraine select targets for strikes.
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It is high time that Russia takes off its goves and teach the Ukrainians and its aies in Kyiv a strong
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Repy

Putin shoud have razed that neo-Nazi s h . t hoe down to the ground in 2022. Ony he knows why
he didnʼt. How are aies going to earn a ‘strong essonʼ? Do you honesty beieve for one second
that anybody in the West gives a shiny …. about Ukraine?
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Putinʼs 50 year pan is working.
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Ukraine attacked to a schoo with 10ʼs of drones. It was a deiberate attack and a war crime. If Russia
had attacked a schoo in Ukraine accidenty ,whoe west and MSM woud tak the attack for weeks.
They woud a compete with each other to defamete Russia. I wonder if the internationa aws are
ony for certain countries, and some countries and peope are above internationa aws.
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