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Top stories

‘Crystal clear case of lawfare’:
Lawyer for jailed Moldovan regional
leader speaks to RT

Evgenia Gutsul, the head of Moldova’s autonomous Gagauzia
Region, has been denied due process, her legal counsel says

Staff at drone-hit Russian college added to
Published 27 May, 2026 00:01 Ukrainian ‘kill list’

The prosecution of Evgenia Gutsul,
the governor of Moldova's
autonomous Gagauzia Region, is a
prime example of politically motivated
“lawfare,” her lawyer, Gonzalo Boye,
has told RT. Gutsul is currently
appealing her seven-year sentence
for campaign finance violations.

Russian gymnasts nearly miss European
Championship

Jail letters by political prisoner in EU candidate
state published as book

West planning to use former ISIS militants

In 2025, the politician was convicted against Iran — FSB chief

of channeling funds from Russia to
candidates linked to the banned
opposition Sor party, which the
government of pro-EU President
Maia Sandu has described as a

Canada demands Israel flotilla abuse probe
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Russian-backed criminal organization. The party’s leader, businessman llan Sor, received lengthy EU country to slash benefits for Ukrainian
prison sentences in 2017 and 2023 for money laundering and defrauding several banks. Sor fled the migrants
country and has since lived in Israel and Russia.

In 2024, Moldova held a referendum on joining the EU, with the proposal passing by a very narrow
margin. More than 90% of voters in Gagauzia, however, rejected the government’s plan to enshrine

the country’'s EU aspirations in the constitution. Subscribe to RT newsletter to get news
highlights of the day right in your
Boye, a legal adviser to the European Center for p mailbox

Constitutional and Human Rights, spoke to RT ahead of
a verdict expected at the Chisinau Court of Appeal later

. . E-mail
this week. Gutsul could be formally removed from office
if the court upholds her conviction.
) » We offer you the possibility to receive RT's news
/| [ deotzgy / highlights every Monday, Wednesday and Friday by

“I think the expectation can only be bad,” he said,
adding that the trial had not been “proper.” Boye argued
that one of the judges was improperly replaced during
the proceedings, while he himself faced threats and
was unfairly found in contempt of court.

READ MORE?Jail lettérs by rﬂlitical prisoner email.

in EU candidate state published as book

RT Features

Boye also said Gutsul had been denied the right to consult privately with her lawyers. “/ think this is a
crystal clear case of lawfare... in a country that is a candidate to join the European Union,” he said.

Both Gutsul and Sor have denied wrongdoing. The self-exiled businessman described Gutsul's
arrest last year as “political terrorism.”

Russia has denied accusations that it was trying to interfere in Moldova'’s politics. The Russian
Foreign Ministry nevertheless condemned the prosecution of Gutsul as “shameful.”

Watch the full interview here:

‘The next blow will be more painful’: Russian
experts are signaling something bigger than
retaliation
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- MOLDOVAN COURT TO DELIVER APPEAL VERDICT |
ON SENTENCED GAGAUZ AUTONOMOUS LEADER

BREAKING NEWS RT SOURCE ISRAELI ARMY MOVES BEYOND YELLOW LINE IN LEBANON

You can share this story on social media:

® @ 6 Q Q e @ Follow RT on eTeIegram

European Union — EU, Moldova

Please check our commenting policy. If you have questions or suggestions feel free to send them to
feedback@rttv.ru.

Action, election: How Gen Zs are rewiring
Indian politics

Stars, stripes, and missiles: What America’s
arsenal says about the wars to come

Podcasts All podcasts

Is resistance futile: Local communities take
the fight to high-tech data centers

‘The EU is in a prison of its own narrative,
with no logic behind its foreign policy’ — MEP
Fernand Kartheiser
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Your comment here

Sort by Recently updated v

James Phifer 5/27/2026 at 8:55 AM o

I would launch a rescue operation for this fine brave woman.
Reply

M gordon 5/27/2026 at 7:54 AM 1

Something doesn’t smell right here. The EU has turned out to be a rogue group of countries that can't
br trusted.

Reply

Sjaak Spoiler 5/27/2026 at 7:01 AM 2

Silencing every opponent with every means possible is how the EU rolls.
Reply

) one Two 5/27/2026 at 3:17 Am 3

LET HER OUT NOWWWW!
Reply

goldyn sylver 5/27/2026 at 2:49 AM 2

Was it set up by Sor to be fake opposition to Sandu, but then came alive and dangerous?
Reply

¢ JohnJ 5/27/2026 at 2:13 AM 2
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