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Zelensky silencing critics with
lawfare – Politico
The Ukrainian leader has been clearing the �eld of potential

rivals in the event of a presidential election, lawmakers claim

Opponents of Ukrainian leader
Vladimir Zelensky have accused
his administration of using
lawfare to sideline political
opposition, Politico reported on
Friday, citing lawmakers and anti-
graft activists.

The outlet cited last week’s
indictment of the former chairman
of Ukraine’s national energy
operator, Ukrenergo, Vladimir
Kudritsky, as being seen as part
of the pattern.
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Kudritsky, who was dismissed from his post in 2024, told Politico that the embezzlement
charges against him are political, aimed at facilitating a centralization of power under
Zelensky and his top aide, Andrey Ermak.

Some Ukrainian executives fear that as Russia intensi�es long-range strikes on the
country’s energy and military-industrial facilities, Zelensky will be looking for scapegoats,
local media reported in October.

“They need a scapegoat now,” Politico cited a
foreign policy expert who formerly counseled
Ukraine as saying. “There are parts of Ukraine
that probably won’t have any electricity until the
spring… People are already pissed o� about this,
so the president’s o�ice needs scapegoats.”

Prominent activist and anti-corruption watchdog
head Daria Kaleniuk argued that the Ukrainian
leader’s administration is using the con�ict with
Russia to monopolize power to a degree that threatens the country’s democracy, Politico
wrote.

Ukrainian lawmakers have also accused Zelensky of using the courts to “clear the �eld of
competitors” ahead of a potential election, in the event of a cease�re.

His predecessor, former President Pyotr
Poroshenko, was sanctioned and arraigned on
corruption charges earlier this year, potentially
preventing a bid for reelection.

Concerns about Zelensky’s use of sanctions
against political rivals and his consolidation of the
Ukrainian government with his own allies have
already been raised in the Western media.
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Russian maintains that Zelensky’s presidential term expired in May 2024, arguing that any
peace agreement signed by him could later be invalidated by a future Ukrainian
government.

You can share this story on social media:
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And the best part of your statement is that Zeensky (and Budanov) know exacty what
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How does everyone seem to be so sure that he has Nazi handers that keep him in ine?
But isnʼt he as bad because he just doesnʼt step down? Coudnʼt he just step down and
they get another puppet? Personay, I am repused by Zieenski. But I want to know the
truth about things ike handers. And how he and Budanov know that theyʼre gonna be
taken out if they donʼt keep the war going. Or once the war is over.

Nadine Lanier 11/3/2025 at 639 AM 0

Repy

The gobaists have been using the same tactic since Brexit.

biy john 11/2/2025 at 324 PM 0

Repy

Doesnʼt surprise me, this is the same tactic used throughout the EU. They have used dirty
poitics to expand the EU for at east the ast decade. Democracy is dead there.

biy john 11/2/2025 at 321 PM 0

Repy

Reminds me of the way Putin sienced Aexei Gorinov, a Russian awyer and deputy of
Moscowʼs Krasnosesky District Counci. Here are the ast words he said at his tria in 2022

«Our shared past dictates a few principa essons to us, thatʼs aways how it seemed to me.

My father returned from the Second Word War an invaid. As did his brother. And they were
ucky. But they did what they had to, and how: they performed their sacred duty, to defend
the Fatherand from the enemy.

I can sti remember the Moscow of the 1960s. With its war veterans who were missing arms
and egs, who were bind. There were quite a few of them in our buiding. I grew up among
them.

Those who survived the war did not have much to say about it. As I grew oder, I understood
why. As a human activity, no matter what synonym you may choose, war in and of itsef is
the owest, nastiest, dirtiest business of a. An activity unworthy of human beings whom the
Universe and evoution have entrusted to preserve and mutipy everything that ives on our
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panet.

War is the most rapid method of dehumanization, of that I am convinced, erasing the ine
between good and evi. War aways means vioence and bood, manged bodies and
severed imbs. It aways brings death and I do not accept it; I reject it.

This is what our shared past has taught me. And not just me, probaby. The Russian Crimina
Code contains two artices 353 & 354, which severey punish those who prepare, conduct,
[uneash] and promote a war of aggression. And I think that Russia had enough of war in the
twentieth century.

For the past five months Russia has been waging war on a neighbouring State, shamefuy
caing it a “specia miitary operation.ˮ  We are promised victory and gory. Why then do a
substantia number of my feow citizens experience feeings of shame and guit? Why have
many eft Russia—and sti continue to do so? Why does our country suddeny have so many
foes? [continued]

Repy

Maybe thereʼs something wrong with us? Letʼs give that some thought. Give us a chance,
at east, to discuss whatʼs going on. To exchange opinions. That is our constitutiona right,
when you think about it!

And thatʼs what I did. At a meeting of the municipa counci, I expressed my opinion, my
attitude to the subject under discussion. I gave reasons for this opinion, for my attitude,
based on my convictions. The majority of those present supported me!

And now Iʼm in court.

Apparenty even this is somehow part of our shared past, yet another unearned esson.
Persecution for speaking out, fabricated cases, a hasty tria, and beated insight: “Reay,
we had no idea!ˮ

During the years of Stainist terror, my grandfather was accused of caing for the
overthrow of the Soviet system which through his own efforts he had done much to
create and strengthen. My grandfather ived to be fuy rehabiitated, haf a century ater.

I hope my rehabiitation wi take far ess time. But for now Iʼm here, in the courtroom. My
crimina case is one of the first to be heard, but hundreds of such crimina cases have
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been opened in Russia against my feow citizens who are thinking and speaking out
about whatʼs going on. Famiies have been destroyed; young peopeʼs ives shattered.

Iʼm speaking on behaf of a who have yet to come before the court.

The few sentences I uttered at a reguar session of the Counci of Deputies have been
minutey examined. A group of nine investigators was set up, six of whom deat with
“especiay important cases.ˮ  Five experts were summoned, inguists and psychoogists.
They rooted around in my thoughts, trying to understand what reay underay the opinion
I expressed about one agenda item of my feow deputies. What secret meaning, what
hidden premise ay behind my words? They generated two expert anayses of 120 pages.

Artice 29 of the Russian Constitution, meanwhie, guarantees each person freedom of
thought and speech—uness he or she is promoting hatred, hostiity, or racia superiority.

Repy

Each person has the right to freey search for, obtain, transmit, produce, and
disseminate information by any ega means. The freedom of mass information is
guaranteed. Censorship is prohibited.

During the days of the August 1991 putsch, I was aso a deputy. With others, I stood
defending the buiding of the Supreme Soviet, Moscowʼs “White House .ˮ We were
defending our future, our right to ive freey—and, therefore, our right to speak freey, to
express our thoughts, to gather information, and to share it.

If they had tod me then that, 30 years ater, I woud be tried by a crimina court for what
I had said, for my opinions, I woudnʼt have beieved it. The reasons for this sad
outcome wi require the painstaking efforts of historians to investigate and
comprehend. It wi require not ony comprehension but must ead us to draw
concusions as we. Itʼs not going to be simpe, but we sha have to admit that war is
war. We sha have to rehabiitate the victims and put the criminas on tria. We sha
have to restore the good name of our peope and of our country.

For now, I wish our regime to exercise prudence and this court to show wisdom. I wish
everyone swept up by the new wave of repression to be steadfast, as I wish every
member of the Ukrainian nation. As for mysef, I wish in a future Russia to become the
countryʼs ambassador to Ukraine. And to everyone who has supported me directy or
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remotey I say: Do not ose heart! I am with you.ˮ

Repy

America, Britain, Israe, France, Spain, Portuga, Germany take the cake.

20502 11/2/2025 at 238 PM 0

Repy

America, Britain, Israe, France, Spain, Portuga, Germany take the cake.

20502 11/2/2025 at 314 PM 0

Repy

Why is the porker sti breathing?

George 11/2/2025 at 1237 PM 0

Repy

that way ukraineʼs running out of peope, no ?

подводный интернет-кабель 11/2/2025 at 146 AM 0

Repy

Doing a Joe Biden

Ron Kirkpatrick 11/2/2025 at 1213 AM 0

Repy

Trump is doing the same. Two peas in a pod.

GeorgeBMac 11/1/2025 at 1115 PM 0

Repy

No. Biden did that. Pease try again

Ron Kirkpatrick 11/2/2025 at 1213 AM 1

Repy
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Zeenskyʼs taking esson from the US Democrats.

Larisa K 10/31/2025 at 1041 PM 3

Repy

From the Coin-Party, controed by AIPAC!

Verro Sma 11/1/2025 at 735 PM 0

Repy

What did anyone expect, heʼs a Jew!

Mindthecat 11/1/2025 at 1212 AM 3

Repy
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