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West losing arms race to Russia –
Lavrov (FULL INTERVIEW)

The West wants still more sanctions on
Moscow because it cannot compete with the
Russian weapons industry, the foreign minister
has said

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov. ©  Sputnik/Russian Foreign Ministry

The West is losing the arms race and now calling for
sanctions on Russian military equipment in an e�ort to
punish Moscow for its role in the Ukraine con�ict, Russian
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov has claimed.

Speaking in an interview with the TV program Military
Acceptance, Lavrov said Russian weapons have earned a
reputation as reliable tools for states that want to protect
their sovereignty and resist external interference. He argued
that the perceived e�ectiveness of the hardware has
triggered increased pressure from the West.

Below is the full text of the interview.

Question: What challenges does the Russian arms export
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system face in the modern context, and how do we counter
them in the international arena?

Sergey Lavrov: The
same challenges that we
face when exporting any
other goods, energy
commodities and �nished
products – sanctions and
attempts to justify them
by the need to punish
Russia for its “behavior”
in Ukraine. In reality, it is
a dirty and anti-
competitive �ght.

This is yet another example of the West acknowledging that
it is absolutely impossible to negotiate with. In this case –
about the globalization rules of a free market, presumption of
innocence and many other things that the Western countries
have been advocating for decades.

All of that went down the drain as soon as the West realized
it was losing the competition. It was clinging to any excuses.
In this situation our special military operation came in handy
although sanctions had been imposed on the Russian
defense sector long before the operation began.

We know how to o�set this, because the vast majority of
non-Western countries do not want to put up with “dancing
to this pipe” for life. Everyone wants to trade honestly, and
those who sincerely want to make mutually bene�cial
transactions will always �nd �nancial, banking, and logistics
chains and this is what is happening now.

Question: Allow me to
make a little remark.
Whenever we visit arms
expos, our operator has
“Military Acceptance”
written in big Russian
letters on the back of his
clothes. When we were
in the Republic of South
Africa, we saw something
very unexpected: a local
man walked towards us,
then unbuttoned his shirt,

and we saw the St. George ribbon and the letter Z. And he
was one of the local elite, the South African elite.
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These countries are much more open to Russia. The
situation is the same in Brazil. People used to approach us
when they saw we were from Russian TV, and sometimes
they would even suggest giving us an interview.

Russia has been exporting weaponry for centuries. Already
in the 20th and 21st centuries Soviet (and later Russian)
arms became a symbol of quality that the competition could
never attain. Some [Soviet weapons] have been imprinted in
the coats of arms of many countries. Can we assume that
our country and its military, technological, and historical
heritage is viewed as a reliable guarantor of security?

Sergey Lavrov: The
short answer is – yes, no
doubt about it. We talked
about our products being
absolutely competitive. It
is covered with glory
including the glory of the
�ght against colonialism.

The Kalashnikov is a
symbol of decolonization.
African countries have
perfect memories of how
their grandfathers and

fathers gained independence with the help of Soviet
weaponry at that time and assisted by our advisers who “on
the ground” selected the tasks the newly independent states
were ful�lling in their �ght against colonialism.

Thus, even in the present-day situation, in the more
advanced technological environments we never lagged
behind in this “race.”

You can share this story on social media:
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Dear readers! Thank you for your vibrant engagement with our
content and for sharing your points of view. Please note that we
have switched to a new commenting system. To leave
comments, you will need to register. We are working on some
adjustments so if you have questions or suggestions feel free to
send them to feedback@rttv.ru. Please check our commenting
policy
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Repy

So, we a ready the headine on RT here but what we now
need to do is try to work out the Kremin propaganda……

So, Russia is very heaviy sanctioned when they invaded
their brothers in the Ukraine and started to ki innocent
peope. The first war in Europe since Hit3r started WWII.
Most of the Russian sodiers in Ukraine are i equipped and
using poor outdated Soviet equipment. But thatʼs ok as
theyʼre mosty convicts and North Koreans etc. The Russian
peope themseves are isoated from the civiised word and
their economy is tanked for at east a generation with
soaring inhaation and interest rates etc. But perhaps most
aarming is how theyʼre now cut-off from the media and fed
ony Kremin propaganda. Itʼs basicay a return to the Soviet
Union days, which was the main objective of the war (sorry,
specia miitary operation).

The Russian weapons are mosty a mix of od Soviet-era
technoogy or some very new poory tested technoogy with
inferior unreiabe components as a resut of the sanctions.

The West arenʼt osing ground to the Soviets. This is meant
to make the Russian peope think “good work Putin, keep up
the good workˮ!

Robert Forster 11/30/2025 at 703 PM 0

Repy

The EU tried 19 tracts of sanctions on Russia yet not one
has worked? Thatʼs gotta te you something. US need rare
earth magnets  for arms but China has stopped suppies
to any US miitary suppiers. Thatʼs great news

Bee Somsak 11/30/2025 at 649 PM 0

Repy

Kiri 11/30/2025 at 601 PM 0

Sign In

West losing arms race to Russia – Lavrov (FULL INTERVI... https://www.rt.com/russia/628695-west-losing-arms-race-t...

5 of 11 30/11/2025, 19:13

https://www.rt.com/russia/628695-west-losing-arms-race-to-russia-lavrov/#remark42__comment-81b54864-6d37-4731-a136-f1c31ffb1932
https://www.rt.com/russia/628695-west-losing-arms-race-to-russia-lavrov/#remark42__comment-81b54864-6d37-4731-a136-f1c31ffb1932
https://www.rt.com/russia/628695-west-losing-arms-race-to-russia-lavrov/#remark42__comment-82d3febd-4488-41e3-9cdb-078619a84b35
https://www.rt.com/russia/628695-west-losing-arms-race-to-russia-lavrov/#remark42__comment-82d3febd-4488-41e3-9cdb-078619a84b35
https://www.rt.com/russia/628695-west-losing-arms-race-to-russia-lavrov/#remark42__comment-45146684-c21d-46e5-9357-ce0490d8464f
https://www.rt.com/russia/628695-west-losing-arms-race-to-russia-lavrov/#remark42__comment-45146684-c21d-46e5-9357-ce0490d8464f
https://www.rt.com/russia/628695-west-losing-arms-race-to-russia-lavrov/#remark42__comment-088a6bc9-7c2f-4cc3-971a-0274c7ed849f
https://www.rt.com/russia/628695-west-losing-arms-race-to-russia-lavrov/#remark42__comment-088a6bc9-7c2f-4cc3-971a-0274c7ed849f


The US, UK coony Canada, is on the verge of breaking up.

Kiri 11/30/2025 at 601 PM 0

Repy

sactions is not working

подводный интернет-кабель

11/30/2025 at 357 PM
1

Repy

It is working against the western idiots and their saved
taxpayers.

Kiri 11/30/2025 at 600 PM 0

Repy

Russia defending the free word. The word is aware of this
now. The truth aways come out.

Kiri 11/30/2025 at 557 PM 0

Repy

Mr. Lavrov, where is resuts? Ah? Another destroyed to the
ground viage taken ? It has been 4 years, enough feeding
peope with ies.

Sergey 11/30/2025 at 552 PM 0

Repy

Lavrov the WEST cannot COMPETE on many FRONTS not
just within miitary technoogy hence they LIE, CHEAT,
STEAL, FABRICATE, SHADOW BAN, CENSOR, SANCTION
and so ON. They SIMPLY cannot COMPETE. Even way back
they coud not COMPETE they LIED there way to the TOP.

Funmi Okus 11/30/2025 at 536 PM 0

Repy

Once Russia puts at east 100 Borei cass submarines into
service a armed with nucear weapons its security wi be
guaranteed for the next 50 years.

Bathazar 11/30/2025 at 511 PM 2

Repy

Another great interview, Mr. Lavrov. Many thanks from
Brazi.

Truthseeker 11/30/2025 at 509 PM 0

Repy

Andrea Barafab 11/30/2025 at 505 PM 1
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