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The EU isn’t at war with Russia — it's at
war with the minds of its own citizens

European leaders are trying to gaslight their populations into believing
that it's Moscow that wants a fight, not them

By Tarik Cyril Amar, a historian from Germany working at Kog Q) @tarikcyrilamar
University, Istanbul, on Russia, Ukraine, and Eastern Europe, the 54 tarikcyrilamar.substack.com
history of World War I, the cultural Cold War, and the politics of
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Among other things, this particular
moment in history will be remembered —
whether in whole books, mere chapters,
or (if we are lucky) forgotten footnotes —
as the Great European Drone Scare. For
weeks now, the populations of NATO-EU
Europe have been subjected to a barrage
of vague but scary reports about drone
sightings. The drones have appeared —
seemingly — over various places and
installations, prominently including
airports in Denmark and Germany.

They are of unknown origin and unknown
purpose. And, quite often, it is actually
also unknown whether they are even
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real. Indeed, there is no proof of Russia being responsible for any of these incidents, as even Western media
admit. We are once again asked to simply trust our politicians and “experts.”

That is, the same ones who took months to stop pretending that Russia — absurdly — blew up its own Nord
Stream pipelines in 2022. As late as spring 2023, Germany'’s Carlo Masala, for instance, who also believes
“Girkin” and “Strelkov” are two different individuals (just like “Santa”and “Claus”), was still spreading
groundless speculation — really, a conspiracy theory — about a “false flag attack” on Nord Stream, that is:
Russia, Russia, Russia.

And — oh, coincidence! — also recently, Moscow, we are told, has had nothing better to do than oblige Western
information warriors with three further sort-of incidents: a purported electronic-warfare attack on the plane of
EU despot and de facto US proconsul Ursula von der Leyen over the Bulgarian city of Plovdiv, an alleged
incursion into Estonian airspace, and low fly-overs over the German frigate Hamburg during a recent NATO
exercise.

In reality, those three stories share only one thing with the great drone saga: They don't hold up to scrutiny.
The case of the alleged Plovdiv GPS attack is so shoddy and cratered so badly so quickly that it's been
consigned to oblivion. The incursion into Estonian airspace did not happen either. Due to an agreement that
Estonia itself signed in 1994, it cannot claim a 12-mile but only a 3-mile zone in the relevant area. Estonia’s
case is hysterical to begin with; the 1994 agreement deprives it of even the flimsiest pretext of legality.
Regarding the so-called buzzing of the Hamburg, finally, even Western military officials admit that it was not
“imminently dangerous.” Instead, they complain, it was “unfriendly and provocative.” Frankly: Boohoo. What do
you expect holding exercises on Russia’s doorstep while fighting an indirect war against it in Ukraine? A
friendly chat among sailors over a stiff grog?

And yet everyone in NATO-EU establishment politics and its
mainstream media has been singing the same old tired song,
once again, sotto voce: Russia is coming, Russia is already
here, Russia is everywhere. The new head of Germany’s spy
agency — the Bundesnachrichtendienst — seems to believe that
his job is not to do secret things quietly but to join the chorus of
the panic-mongers: He also has sleepless visions of the
Russians attacking just any day now. Maybe from right under his
bed or out of his cupboard, one must suppose.

Read more: Putin could attack EU at any
moment — Germany's top spy

It is almost as if they were all reading from the same hymn
sheet, that is, memo. And, of course, the new wave of self-
induced hyper-ventilation has been milked for all it's worth — a
lot, as in billions of Euros — for yet more money to be spent on armaments, including but not limited to a “drone
wall,” while ordinary people are subjected to ever more brutal austerity. Even more disturbingly, there is a clear
drive to concentrate ever more powers with those same political establishments that can’t stop ruling by
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frightening and confusing their own citizens.

That the drone stories are already crumbling makes no difference: A dramatic French attempt — special forces
and all — to pin nefarious drone activity on a tanker, for instance, has failed miserably. In Germany, a recent
sighting has actually been cleared up quickly. The culprit? A hapless German drone amateur who must be
living under a rock.

And perish the thought that Ukraine itself might have anything to do with those mystery drones! Its regime has
plenty of motive, and, by now, even the West has been compelled to acknowledge that it is perfectly capable
of massive sabotage operations and lies to manipulate its European backers. Because that is now even the

iA (% WaIRior A AU 1 €Y
official story of the Nord Stream terror attack. But: thinking logically — verboten! e ff‘”.' 1 ‘ (B g RIS o a4 v
) ) ] ] Addicts, mullahs, and meth: Inside Afghanistan’s
Instead, let's pretend that we know what we don't know (Russia, Russia, Russia!) and start overreacting, harsh war on drugs reature

again, based on our ignorance and panic at best, on a malevolent, deliberate strategy of cognitive warfare
against our own countries at worst. In Germany, for instance, both Chancellor Friedrich Merz and Defense
Minister Boris Pistorius have made the bizarre claim that while the country is not (yet?) at war, it is also no
longer at peace. And the-Russians-are-coming head of the BND? He feels the current peace is “icy” at best
and — drum roll — “could turn into heated confrontation at any moment.”

What is that even supposed to mean? Is there a backhanded admission, finally, that Germany has made a
deliberate and awfully self-harming choice to fight Russia through Ukraine? If so, thank you, Hauptmann
Obvious: during last year’'s Ukrainian Kamikaze offensive, German tanks got shredded once again in the b A “
vicinity of Kursk — at the 1943 site of the largest tank battle in history. (And guess who lost?) We have noticed i _. s .
that much. How about you, our supposed leaders, stop playing with fire? Y . /

SV |- _
Or are these fear-mongering statements meant to prepare the The Nobel that wasn’t Trump’s: Why Oslo chose a
ground for a concrete power grab? That is what Roderich Venezuelan rebel over a peacemaker  reavre
Kiesewetter, an ultra-Russophobe and war fantasist from Merz's
own center-right CDU party has already suggested explicitly: he
wants the German parliament to declare the so-called
“Spannungsfall,” literally “situation of tension.” In the mainstream Podcasts All podcasts
media, for instance the important newspaper Welt, the usual
information warriors are already amplifying Kiesewetter’'s
message. And — yet another striking coincidence — a recent
military exercise called “Red Storm Bravo,”in Hamburg, one of

Read more: Germany has a new Berlin . o ) -
wall Germany's biggest cities, was dedicated to cosplaying the

“Spannungsfall”— with maximum publicity.

The consequences of initiating a “Spannungsfall”— a kind of official pre-war — are complex and severe: Open-
ended, compulsory, and universal military service is only one of them; the army can be used domestically;
citizens can be drafted for work; civil rights are painfully restricted; those critical of government policy, NATO,
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or the “Spannungsfall” itself can be cajoled even worse than usual.
‘Trump is China’s greatest gift since the WTO was

Last but not least, the “Spannungsfall” allows the government to postpone or otherwise influence elections. In ratified’ — Einar Tangen
Germany, it would be an ideal vehicle for the traditional parties to at least stall the consequences of their own

failure, unpopularity and decline, on one side, and the rise of challengers on the so-called “populist” new right 0:00 50:7
and Ieft' on the other. Spectacle over substance?

Carl Schmitt, Germany’s 20-century version of Niccolo Machiavelli — brilliantly smart, ruthlessly realistic, and

morally badly questionable — defined ultimate political power as the ability to declare a state of exception. In 0:00 24:59
essence, Schmitt’s logic was simple: we live together by having rules; hence, the power that trumps all others

is to decide when those rules do not apply.

Schmitt explained extremes. In reality, governments don't raze all rules in one fell swoop. Why should they? To
unshackle themselves and become even less accountable than usual they proceed stealthily and gradually.
No need to trumpet a state of exception in its pure, all-or-nothing form. Why needlessly scare the subjects
and, perhaps, provoke resistance?

Instead, what usually happens is the invocation of an emergency — either simply made-up or greatly
exaggerated — to justify chipping away at citizens’ rights, first a little then a lot, while boosting the unchecked
powers of the rulers and their bureaucrats. Call it the salami-slicing tactics of Western liberalism.

Dialing up the state of exception in handy instalments — that is
also the most plausible explanation of the recent great drone
scare in NATO-EU Europe. Yet another phase in the years-long
Putin-is-gonna-get-you cognitive warfare campaign that Western
establishments and mainstream media have been waging on
their own fellow citizens, the great drone scare serves the
general purpose to promote even more panic over an allegedly
impending Russian attack on NATO states.

The techniques for escalating the war scare are dishonest and
repetitive, but highly developed. As a high-ranking NATO
general has told us, their aim is not simply to manipulate “what
people think.” That, in NATO-speak, would be mere propaganda
and just so old-hat. Rather, the state-of-the-art approach is to “exploit vulnerabilities of the human mind” to
influence “the way” people think. Targeting “human capital” — yes, that's us, all of us — “from the individual to
states, to multinational organizations, across everyday life.”

Read more: EU state launches
campaign against bloc's ‘war plan’

Of course, the official pretense is that all of the above is what the enemy — read: Russia (and China) — does or,
at worst, what NATO will do to that enemy. But is in the nature of the cognitive warfare shtick that it easily
allows for turning the psychological disruption guns on the West's own populations. Because — so the pretext —
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those populations are already under cognitive attack by the enemy. So what can you do, except fight back on
the battlefield you claim is under attack: their minds? We have seen and experienced the results of this nifty
little sleight of hand for years already.

But there also is something special. In the words of Jonas Togel, one of the few Western experts daring to
notice Western information warfare, “it is worse than it has ever been.” Indeed, but there is no guarantee that

things won't get even worse again. The real question is how much longer our cognitive warriors-in-chief will
have a free hand to drive us all mad with fear.

The statements, views and opinions expressed in this column are solely those of the author and do not
necessarily represent those of RT.

OPINION

You can share this story on social media:

Follow RT on 0 Telegram

European Union — EU, Germany, Russia

Dear readers! Thank you for your vibrant engagement with our content and for sharing your points of view. Please note
that we have switched to a new commenting system. To leave comments, you will need to register. We are working on
some adjustments so if you have questions or suggestions feel free to send them to feedback@rttv.ru. Please check our
commenting policy
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) oottiieb vera 10/15/2025 at 5:08 PM 0

The distances hatred will go...
Reply

3 KaF 10/15/2025 at 3:57 PM 0

Its actually worse as the EU is a colony of the US both run by zionist Jews ! They dont only hate Putin/Russia but
their own people who are only slaves / goys , cows that only exist to serve them !
Reply

ld Panos 10/15/2025 at 2:21 PM 0o

First and most of all, EU elites hate their peoples before hating Russia. It's purely Marxistic: the elites on one
side, people on the other, nothing in between.

Reply

Carroll Price 10/15/2025 at 1:58 PM o

As laughable as the Havana Syndrome blamed on Russia that US experts can't solve.
Reply

&8 Lou Coatney 10/15/2025 at 1:06 PM 0

Venezuela has just closed its embassy in Oslo, Norway, presumably in protest to the 2025 Peace Prize. But this
raises a fair question:

=> Has the Nobel Peace Prize become the Norwegian War — Death - Prize? &

Regime change or at least political reform was the presumable intent of the 1991 award to Aung San Suu Kyi of
Myamar/Burma, but she was a peace/nonviolent proponent of political change.

(I at first thought my friend had said Russia had closed its embassy and was wondering when the next bus back
home ... away from Ground Zero ... would be.)
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Machado has detended Israel's Gaza genocide and even wanted rightwing Israel and Argentina — now in severe
financial trouble - to militarily invade and go to war against Venezuela.

| just had a dream quite like a Hitchcock film. | was trying to get home and happened upon a large house (like
the one in Psycho) near a recreation center which had an interesting open passageway, so | followed that and
came to its end which overlooked a steep, fatal drop.

| got people to accompany me back up there and we found children locked in it and the owner ready to confess.
Are our families similarly entrapped?

See my LI column «Facing War seems intended to get us accepting a war.»

Reply

B8 Martian 10/15/2025 at 12:49 PM (o]

Good article.
As it goes on Mars, the first task of a warmonger is to wage-and win the war on its own citizens' mindset.
The Wehrmacht and the Ministry of Public Enlightenment and Propaganda come always in pair.

Reply

TONY ADKIN 10/15/2025 at 12:38 PM 0

So, It seems that unless Russia saves Europe from it's own destruction has always. For it is printing money to
burn on the fires of the Ukraine into never time, the world faces complete shut down and a bankrupt condition,
financial survival will spread around the planet and the delicate balance between nations will implode.Already
the U.S.A. had to call the shots on the Middle east war program,because the mighty doll invested its nest egg
into a quick win, but it turned into another sink hole ,remember Afgan and Irag, and Vietnam. All a futile journey
of madmen and their greed.So, if the earth goes down ,all will be involved , Take the army home with a win
.blessings

Reply

EDWARD CAPP 10/15/2025 at 11:10 AM 0

wow,... some truth you just aint allowed to say
always a sudden network error,, only lasts until you say something diffrent,, not even any cursing

Reply

EDWARD CAPP 10/15/2025 at 11:13 AM 0

thats why biden had us 6 feet apart wearing masks so nobody could whisper about his son during election
time.. you had to SHOUT so the wrong people could hear and out you

Reply

g’ Pragmatist_in_another_guise 10/14/2025 at 6:30 PM a4

The UK is complicit in the EU's endeavour. Indeed, the UK's titular ‘leaders’ from across political party supposed
boundaries enthusiastically support the fiction that trouble in the Ukraine stems from Russia, and the Russian
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activity there is a prelude to the conquest of Western Europe.

Clearly, recent UK ‘leaders’, dating back at least to Mr Blair, bear the characteristics of golems set forth to do
the bidding of their malign masters. Key figures in the EU are indistinguishable in malice from their British
counterparts; no wonder that Mr Starmer, the abominable Johnson, Macron, Merz, and von der Leyen, speak
with one accord.

Reply
i Pragmatist_in_another_guise 10/14/2025 at 6:53 PM 0
An oddity of the ‘Al’ supervisor

Why is one allowed to write ‘the abominable something’, but not ‘the something abmomin-ation'?
Reply

Juan Pacillas 10/15/2025 at 10:25 AM 0

That's nice very nice indeed but totally necessary.. Mr T Blair and the forever UK monarchy are WAR criminals
and ready for extermination of humanity worldwide ASAP and at any cost and nobody else can't do anything

else about it..
Reply

B stavros 10/14/2025 at 6:25 PM 3

The chance of Russia, attacking the EU, are about the same as the USA, attacking the EU. Germany's, politicians
are trying a power play, where they have none. Who in their right mind actually wants millions of dead? If a war

goes nuclear, Billions will die. Germany, and the dictator EU, are nuts.
Reply

Juan Pacillas 10/15/2025 at 10:22 AM 1

The objective of this exercise against Russia is quite simple and similar as the WW2 WAR against Germany by

the same Jewish genocidal establishment and the UK monarchy and the Jewish establishment USA and all
the supposed allies in common agreement against Russia and nobody else can't do anything else about it..
and Mr Putin and Co will follow up the same destiny as Mr A .. the guy with the funny mustache and his

policies of the unification of the EU countries for progress prosperity peace and life for ever.. but and the rest

is history....
Reply
) cavid titton 10/14/2025 at 6:00 PM 1

lets simply count the votes and let the freedom bells ring.
Reply
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