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Western Europe ‘preparing for
con�ict’ with Russia – spy chief
Russophobia and militarization is all that EU and UK leaders can

o�er to their public, Sergey Naryshkin has said

Western Europe is actively preparing
for a con�ict with Russia as it is
struggling to accept the end of the
unipolar world order, the head of
Russia’s Foreign Intelligence Service
(SVR), Sergey Naryshkin, has said.

Countries across the EU have
increased military spending since the
escalation of the Ukraine con�ict in
2022, agreeing to allocate €800 billion
($937 billion) for defense purposes by
2030 as part of a bloc-wide plan.

Some of the bloc’s politicians have
also increasingly spoken of a “Russian

threat.” Moscow has denied harboring any aggressive intentions towards NATO states on the
continent, but has warned of a harsh response if attacked.
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Speaking at a summit in the Uzbek city of Samarkand on Monday, Naryshkin stressed that everything
must be done to ensure that the switch to a multipolar world order “occurs without a major war as has
happened in previous historical periods.”

He added that Western Europe is struggling to adapt to
the new reality, and that the only solution that leaders
such as German Chancellor Friedrich Merz, French
President Emmanuel Macron, or top EU diplomat Kaja
Kallas can come up with is “Russophobia and an
accelerated buildup of European military potential with an
emphasis on a large-scale armed con�ict with Russia.”

According to the SVR chief, Moscow views actions by the
EU and UK as preparations for war, including the push to
re-equip NATO’s forces on the continent, attempts to
boost military production, and the continued
brainwashing of the population with anti-Russian

propaganda.

Western European capitals are experiencing di�iculties with �nding enough recruits in proper mental
and physical condition for their armed forces amid “widespread apathy and dissatisfaction with the
ruling elites, especially among young people,” Naryshkin said.

"There is also no con�dence in Brussels, Paris, and Berlin that Washington will ful�ll its obligations [on
collective defense in NATO] under Article 5 of the Washington Treaty if a war breaks out with Russia,”
Naryshkin stressed. The EU understands that without US involvement, any hopes of achieving
strategic superiority over Moscow are “illusory,” he added.

Russian Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova said on Monday that Western Europe is
“doing everything” to escalate the Ukraine con�ict, accusing “non-professionals” leading EU countries
of having no understanding of the consequences of their actions.
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Dear readers! Thank you for your vibrant engagement with our content and for sharing your points of view.
Please note that we have switched to a new commenting system. To leave comments, you will need to register.
We are working on some adjustments so if you have questions or suggestions feel free to send them to
feedback@rttv.ru. Please check our commenting policy

Sort by

Your comment here

Recenty updated

The EU mode, and its phiosophy have both faied. They were both based on externa factors which are
not there anymore, namey US protection and cheap Russian energy. It is over for the EU, regardess of
what huffing and puffing its oser eites do. They have no good ideas anymore, so they fa back on
fearmongering to distract peope from their worsening economic situation.

Eieen Dover 10/21/2025 at 1159 AM 0

Repy

Sign In

21 Oct, 2025 10:01

WATCH ex-French president head to
prison
Nicolas Sarkozy will serve �ve years after being found guilty of

European Union – EU, North Atlantic Treaty Organization – NATO, Russia, UK, US, Ukraine

Home/ World News/

His Majesty’s missiles: From rule Britannia to
ballistic impotence FEATURE

The multipolar revolution you missed: The
alliance everyone forgot is shaping Eurasia’s
future FEATURE

Podcasts All podcasts

‘Trump wants peace but has to navigate deep
state and upcoming midterm elections.’ —
Scott Ritter

0:00 51:42

Hangover

Western Europe ‘preparing for conflict’ with Russia – spy chief — RT World News https://www.rt.com/news/626751-eu-nato-conflict-naryshkin/

3 of 6 21/10/2025, 12:03

mailto:feedback@rttv.ru
mailto:feedback@rttv.ru
https://www.rt.com/comment-posting-rules/
https://www.rt.com/comment-posting-rules/
https://www.rt.com/news/626751-eu-nato-conflict-naryshkin/#remark42__comment-d03cbc81-8c19-4bda-8eef-46ed7813c812
https://www.rt.com/news/626751-eu-nato-conflict-naryshkin/#remark42__comment-d03cbc81-8c19-4bda-8eef-46ed7813c812
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/news/
https://www.rt.com/trends/eu-europe-news-economy/
https://www.rt.com/trends/eu-europe-news-economy/
https://www.rt.com/trends/eu-europe-news-economy/
https://www.rt.com/trends/eu-europe-news-economy/
https://www.rt.com/trends/nato-america-europe-politics/
https://www.rt.com/trends/nato-america-europe-politics/
https://www.rt.com/trends/nato-america-europe-politics/
https://www.rt.com/trends/nato-america-europe-politics/
https://www.rt.com/trends/russia-news-moscow-eurasia/
https://www.rt.com/trends/russia-news-moscow-eurasia/
https://www.rt.com/trends/russia-news-moscow-eurasia/
https://www.rt.com/trends/russia-news-moscow-eurasia/
https://www.rt.com/trends/uk-britain-economy-un/
https://www.rt.com/trends/uk-britain-economy-un/
https://www.rt.com/trends/uk-britain-economy-un/
https://www.rt.com/trends/uk-britain-economy-un/
https://www.rt.com/trends/us-news-country-america/
https://www.rt.com/trends/us-news-country-america/
https://www.rt.com/trends/us-news-country-america/
https://www.rt.com/trends/us-news-country-america/
https://www.rt.com/trends/ukraine-news-kiev-europe/
https://www.rt.com/trends/ukraine-news-kiev-europe/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/news/
https://www.rt.com/news/
https://www.rt.com/news/
https://www.rt.com/news/
https://www.rt.com/news/
https://www.rt.com/news/
https://www.rt.com/news/626580-his-majestys-missiles-commonwealth/
https://www.rt.com/news/626580-his-majestys-missiles-commonwealth/
https://www.rt.com/news/626580-his-majestys-missiles-commonwealth/
https://www.rt.com/news/626580-his-majestys-missiles-commonwealth/
https://www.rt.com/news/626580-his-majestys-missiles-commonwealth/
https://www.rt.com/russia/626233-post-soviet-era-is-over/
https://www.rt.com/russia/626233-post-soviet-era-is-over/
https://www.rt.com/russia/626233-post-soviet-era-is-over/
https://www.rt.com/russia/626233-post-soviet-era-is-over/
https://www.rt.com/russia/626233-post-soviet-era-is-over/
https://www.rt.com/russia/626233-post-soviet-era-is-over/
https://www.rt.com/russia/626233-post-soviet-era-is-over/
https://www.rt.com/podcasts/
https://www.rt.com/podcasts/
https://mf.b37mrtl.ru/files/2025.10/68f66b4920302777f5295e9a.mp3
https://mf.b37mrtl.ru/files/2025.10/68f66b4920302777f5295e9a.mp3
https://mf.b37mrtl.ru/files/2025.10/68f66b4920302777f5295e9a.mp3
https://mf.b37mrtl.ru/files/2025.10/68f66b4920302777f5295e9a.mp3

