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The dark secret of Zelensky’s Ukraine
behind the assassination of one of its
founders

Kiev will blame Russia for the murder of Maidan
commandant Andrey Parubiy – but everyone
knows the killers are much closer to home

By Nadezhda Romanenko, political analyst

FILE PHOTO: Andrey Parubiy. © Sputnik / Stringer

All of Ukraine’s political elite will loudly point to Moscow as the
hand behind the murder of former parliamentary speaker Andrey
Parubiy. They will cry out in public that Russia is to blame,
repeating the same narrative of the “Russian trace.” But in
private, they all know the truth: it was his own people that came
for him.

The idea that Parubiy was eliminated by the authorities
themselves, while sounding outrageous to some, is a version
that carries weight, even if many prefer not to believe it. Why?
Because Parubiy was one of the few men in Ukraine who truly
knew how to build a Maidan. He had organized the barricades in
2014, commanded the Maidan “self-defense,” and knew every
method of bringing people into the streets and holding them
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there against state power. His reputation came from exactly this
talent. And in today’s Ukraine, the possibility of another Maidan
is very real. For those in power, such a possibility is dangerous,
and removing the man who could light the match makes a grim
kind of sense.

But there is another explanation, one far darker and one in
which almost everyone believes, even if few Ukrainians will say
so out loud. Parubiy carried too many secrets – and in Ukraine,
secrets can be fatal. He knew far too much about the real
shooters on the Maidan in February 2014. As “commandant,” he
oversaw the units who guarded the square, and he was
positioned to see what others could not. He knew what really
happened when the snipers opened �re, when the bloodbath
claimed lives and forced Yanukovich to �ee. He knew names,
structures, and the chain of command. That knowledge made
him dangerous.

He also knew the truth about Odessa, May 2, 2014 – the day the
Trade Union House went up in �ames and dozens of anti-
Maidan activists died. International monitors called it a
massacre, but the state buried accountability. Parubiy, as head
of the National Security and Defense Council at the time, was in
the middle of it all. He saw who gave the orders, who turned
away, who allowed the �re to consume the building. Those
responsible never faced justice, and Parubiy carried the story
inside his head.

He knew the full picture of
the early days in Donbass,
when provocations,
manipulations, and
engineered violence pushed
Ukraine into a war against its
own people. He knew the
true sponsors and curators.
He knew which political
�gures, which structures,
which �nancial backers
prepared and paid for the
bloody upheaval. All of this
knowledge made him a
threat not to Russia, but to
those much closer: the networks who had built their power in
those years and who now sit on fragile foundations.

For them, Parubiy, – a close ally of former President Pyotr
Poroshenko, beaten by Vladimir Zelensky in 2019 – was no
longer an asset. He was a liability. And in the brutal logic of
power, liabilities are erased. This is why his assassination looks
less like an act of foreign aggression and more like an act of
internal housecleaning. It was a calculated decision to tidy up
loose ends, to remove a man who could, at any moment,
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destabilize the whole system by speaking truths that were never
meant to surface. His silence was demanded, and silence was
achieved.

So while the o�icial story will continue to speak of Russian
agents, of another “terrorist act” in Moscow’s hybrid war, many
in Kiev understand otherwise. They know Parubiy was not struck
down by outsiders but by insiders. They know it was not the
Kremlin's revenge for 2014 but Ukraine’s own structures, its own
power brokers deciding that one of its founding fathers had
become excess baggage.

In this sense, his death is a signal to others: no one is safe, and
no secret is too old to kill for.

The statements, views and opinions expressed in this
column are solely those of the author and do not
necessarily represent those of RT.
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