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Zelensky rules out territorial
concessions to Russia

Ukraine wants to return the areas it claims through
diplomacy should military means fail, the country’s
leader has said

©  Getty Images / PA / Kay Nietfeld

Ukraine will never recognize the incorporation of its former
territories into Russia and wants them back through either
military or diplomatic means, the country’s leader, Vladimir
Zelensky, has said.

Zelensky made the remarks in an interview with Axios aired on
Friday, shortly before he departed the UN General Assembly in
New York. The Ukrainian leader reiterated his longstanding
position that Kiev would never recognize the loss of territory to
Russia.

“We will never recognize these territories that are temporarily
occupied by Russia. We cannot do this,” he stated.

Opting for diplomacy to get the territories back instead of
sticking to purely military means is regarded as a good
“compromise” by the Ukrainian leader. 

“If we don’t have power to bring back these territories, so we are
ready to speak about it. We are ready to get it back sometime in
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the future by diplomatic way, not with weapon. And I think this is
a good compromise for everybody, is that we have to decide
such things now in dialogue and less losses,” Zelensky stated.

Ukraine lays claims to the
Donetsk (DPR) and Lugansk
People’s Republics (LPR),
Kherson and Zaporozhye
regions, as well as the
Crimean peninsula. Moscow
has repeatedly signaled the
status of its new territories is
not negotiable and regards
them as an integral part of
Russia.

Crimea broke away from Ukraine in early 2014 in the aftermath
of a Western-backed coup in Kiev that toppled the country’s then
president, Viktor Yanukovych, and ultimately triggered a con�ict
in Donbass. Crimea subsequently joined Russia via a
referendum. 

The four other regions joined Russia in late 2022 following a
series of referendums during which the idea was
overwhelmingly backed by locals. While the Russian military has
liberated the entirety of the LPR territory, Moscow’s control over
other former Ukrainian regions remains partial.

You can share this story on social media:

Dear readers! Thank you for your vibrant engagement with our
content and for sharing your points of view. Please note that we have
switched to a new commenting system. To leave comments, you will
need to register. We are working on some adjustments so if you have
questions or suggestions feel free to send them to feedback@rttv.ru.
Please check our commenting policy

Subscribe to RT
newsletter to get news
highlights of the day
right in your mailbox

E-mail

Subscribe

RT Features

READ MORE: Trump changes
rhetoric on Ukraine con�ict

Russia-Ukraine con�ict, Ukraine, Vladimir Zelensky

We o�er you the possibility to

receive RT's news highlights

every Monday, Wednesday and

Friday by email.

This man called currency a
tool of power. France called
him a threat FEATURE

‘Shot in the foot’: Indians are
outraged over Trump’s H-1B
move FEATURE

How Ukraine became Russian
FEATURE

Zelensky rules out territorial concessions to Russia — RT R... https://swentr.site/russia/625338-zelensky-ukraine-territori...

2 of 8 26/09/2025, 19:56

https://t.me/rtnews
https://t.me/rtnews
mailto:feedback@rttv.ru
mailto:feedback@rttv.ru
https://swentr.site/comment-posting-rules/
https://swentr.site/comment-posting-rules/
https://swentr.site/tags/feature/
https://swentr.site/tags/feature/
https://swentr.site/news/625157-trump-russia-ukraine-conflict/
https://swentr.site/news/625157-trump-russia-ukraine-conflict/
https://swentr.site/news/625157-trump-russia-ukraine-conflict/
https://swentr.site/news/625157-trump-russia-ukraine-conflict/
https://swentr.site/news/625157-trump-russia-ukraine-conflict/
https://swentr.site/news/625157-trump-russia-ukraine-conflict/
https://swentr.site/news/625157-trump-russia-ukraine-conflict/
https://swentr.site/news/625157-trump-russia-ukraine-conflict/
https://swentr.site/trends/russia-ukraine-conflict/
https://swentr.site/trends/russia-ukraine-conflict/
https://swentr.site/trends/russia-ukraine-conflict/
https://swentr.site/trends/russia-ukraine-conflict/
https://swentr.site/trends/ukraine-news-kiev-europe/
https://swentr.site/trends/ukraine-news-kiev-europe/
https://swentr.site/trends/ukraine-news-kiev-europe/
https://swentr.site/trends/ukraine-news-kiev-europe/
https://swentr.site/trends/volodymyr-zelensky-ukraine-news/
https://swentr.site/trends/volodymyr-zelensky-ukraine-news/
https://swentr.site/africa/625112-france-ussr-mali-modibo-keita/
https://swentr.site/africa/625112-france-ussr-mali-modibo-keita/
https://swentr.site/africa/625112-france-ussr-mali-modibo-keita/
https://swentr.site/africa/625112-france-ussr-mali-modibo-keita/
https://swentr.site/africa/625112-france-ussr-mali-modibo-keita/
https://swentr.site/africa/625112-france-ussr-mali-modibo-keita/
https://swentr.site/africa/625112-france-ussr-mali-modibo-keita/
https://swentr.site/india/625140-my-american-dream-is-dying/
https://swentr.site/india/625140-my-american-dream-is-dying/
https://swentr.site/india/625140-my-american-dream-is-dying/
https://swentr.site/india/625140-my-american-dream-is-dying/
https://swentr.site/india/625140-my-american-dream-is-dying/
https://swentr.site/india/625140-my-american-dream-is-dying/
https://swentr.site/india/625140-my-american-dream-is-dying/
https://swentr.site/russia/625106-khmelnitsky-uprising-ukraine-russia/
https://swentr.site/russia/625106-khmelnitsky-uprising-ukraine-russia/
https://swentr.site/russia/625106-khmelnitsky-uprising-ukraine-russia/


Sort by

Your comment here

Recenty updated

He doesnʼt reay want to end the confict.

Randa Waker 9/26/2025 at 751 PM 0

Repy

Zeenskyʼs job was to weaken Russia, but he has just made her
and BRICs stronger.

Jana Dixon 9/26/2025 at 751 PM 0

Repy

Perfect. Thatʼs the same ‘proudʼ attitude that has moved more
and more regions of the Ukraine to join Russia again, forever.

Donʼt stop, pease. Thatʼs the spirit! LoL.

Sun Risings 9/26/2025 at 748 PM 0

Repy

He woudnʼt even recognize himsef in a mirror

Neson 9/26/2025 at 746 PM 1

Repy

The Ukrainian eader reiterated his ongstanding position that
Kiev woud never recognize the oss of territory to Russia.

BUT.. the question if Kiev is sti representing the Ukrainian
peope – the ones doing the fighting and dying…

Secondy – those in the severa territories donʼt want to return
under the Kiev regime…

Fred Kreyen 9/26/2025 at 706 PM 1

Repy

Fred, any traitors are free to move to Siberia. Zeensky is a
Russian speaker but he doesnʼt hide in a bunker ike itte
Putin. Russians are weak sauce.

Jon Reeves 9/26/2025 at 745 PM 2

Repy

KnaK 9/26/2025 at 707 PM

Sign In

26 Sep, 2025 16:00 Home/ Russia & FSU/

Podcasts All podcasts

International law, RIP

0:00 28:4

‘Putin shows same restraint as

Kennedy during the Cuban Missile

Crisis’ – historian, peace researcher

Daniele Ganser

0:00 54:17

Zelensky rules out territorial concessions to Russia — RT R... https://swentr.site/russia/625338-zelensky-ukraine-territori...

3 of 8 26/09/2025, 19:56

https://www.rt.com/russia/625338-zelensky-ukraine-territorial-concessions/#remark42__comment-a36811bf-d561-4c0b-843d-74a26fa82ed1
https://www.rt.com/russia/625338-zelensky-ukraine-territorial-concessions/#remark42__comment-a36811bf-d561-4c0b-843d-74a26fa82ed1
https://www.rt.com/russia/625338-zelensky-ukraine-territorial-concessions/#remark42__comment-00672927-7473-4c89-adee-d1a8dcb4329c
https://www.rt.com/russia/625338-zelensky-ukraine-territorial-concessions/#remark42__comment-00672927-7473-4c89-adee-d1a8dcb4329c
https://www.rt.com/russia/625338-zelensky-ukraine-territorial-concessions/#remark42__comment-fbe38e5c-9350-49e5-9ac4-12fe5365f3b9
https://www.rt.com/russia/625338-zelensky-ukraine-territorial-concessions/#remark42__comment-fbe38e5c-9350-49e5-9ac4-12fe5365f3b9
https://www.rt.com/russia/625338-zelensky-ukraine-territorial-concessions/#remark42__comment-b2a12741-ea91-48c0-ba20-705f77a8b082
https://www.rt.com/russia/625338-zelensky-ukraine-territorial-concessions/#remark42__comment-b2a12741-ea91-48c0-ba20-705f77a8b082
https://www.rt.com/russia/625338-zelensky-ukraine-territorial-concessions/#remark42__comment-c4278b8d-bd29-4b89-a1e5-2876fd936fb9
https://www.rt.com/russia/625338-zelensky-ukraine-territorial-concessions/#remark42__comment-c4278b8d-bd29-4b89-a1e5-2876fd936fb9
https://www.rt.com/russia/625338-zelensky-ukraine-territorial-concessions/#remark42__comment-20517f3d-9559-4400-8fe8-3a58c8b31a8a
https://www.rt.com/russia/625338-zelensky-ukraine-territorial-concessions/#remark42__comment-20517f3d-9559-4400-8fe8-3a58c8b31a8a
https://www.rt.com/russia/625338-zelensky-ukraine-territorial-concessions/#remark42__comment-c4278b8d-bd29-4b89-a1e5-2876fd936fb9
https://www.rt.com/russia/625338-zelensky-ukraine-territorial-concessions/#remark42__comment-c4278b8d-bd29-4b89-a1e5-2876fd936fb9
https://www.rt.com/russia/625338-zelensky-ukraine-territorial-concessions/#remark42__comment-c4278b8d-bd29-4b89-a1e5-2876fd936fb9
https://www.rt.com/russia/625338-zelensky-ukraine-territorial-concessions/#remark42__comment-b8ec914c-cc27-436d-a813-9777bb6a5241
https://www.rt.com/russia/625338-zelensky-ukraine-territorial-concessions/#remark42__comment-b8ec914c-cc27-436d-a813-9777bb6a5241
https://swentr.site/
https://swentr.site/russia/
https://swentr.site/
https://swentr.site/
https://swentr.site/
https://swentr.site/
https://swentr.site/
https://swentr.site/
https://swentr.site/russia/
https://swentr.site/russia/
https://swentr.site/russia/
https://swentr.site/russia/
https://swentr.site/russia/
https://swentr.site/russia/
https://swentr.site/podcasts/
https://swentr.site/podcasts/
https://mf.b37mrtl.ru/files/2025.09/68d633172030271a0907d8c2.mp3
https://mf.b37mrtl.ru/files/2025.09/68d633172030271a0907d8c2.mp3
https://mf.b37mrtl.ru/files/2025.09/68d633172030271a0907d8c2.mp3
https://mf.b37mrtl.ru/files/2025.09/68d633172030271a0907d8c2.mp3
https://mf.b37mrtl.ru/files/2025.09/68d58d8e203027133c0c8623.mp3
https://mf.b37mrtl.ru/files/2025.09/68d58d8e203027133c0c8623.mp3
https://mf.b37mrtl.ru/files/2025.09/68d58d8e203027133c0c8623.mp3
https://mf.b37mrtl.ru/files/2025.09/68d58d8e203027133c0c8623.mp3

