
Russia, September 18, 2026.

Voting underway in Russia’s
parliamentary elections
More than 113 million voters are set to choose 450 State

Duma deputies, alongside regional and local representatives
Published 18 Sep, 2026 18:22 | Updated 18 Sep, 2026 20:20

Voting is underway across Russia
in three-day parliamentary
elections to choose a new State
Duma, alongside thousands of
regional and local
representatives.

Polling stations opened on Friday
across Russia’s 11 time zones,
starting in the Far East and
moving westward. Some eastern
regions have already completed
their �rst day of voting, while polls
remain open elsewhere. More than 111 million people are eligible to vote in Russia, with
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another 1.8 million registered abroad. Voting runs through Sunday.

All 450 State Duma seats are up for election. Half are allocated through federal party lists,
while the other 225 deputies are elected in single-member constituencies. Ten political
parties are competing through party lists, which generally require at least 5% of the vote to
secure seats.

The parliamentary election coincides with more than 2,200 regional and municipal
campaigns, with around 20,700 mandates and elected posts at stake. Of Russia’s 89
regions, 11 are choosing their leaders, including eight through direct popular votes, while
39 are electing legislatures.

President Vladimir Putin cast his ballot online from his Kremlin o�ice on Friday. In an
address on Wednesday, he urged Russians to participate, saying the lawmakers elected
for the next �ve years would “shape our future” and that “every voter’s voice matters.”
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Remote electronic voting is available in 33
regions. Thirty-two are using the federal platform,
while Moscow operates its own system. More
than four million people applied to vote remotely
through the federal system, with over 2.5 million
ballots cast by 16:31 Moscow time on Friday.

Russians abroad can vote at 333 polling stations
in 152 countries, most of which will operate only
on Sunday.

Central Election Commission Chair Ella Pam�lova said that more than four million people
had cast early ballots in 12 regions where special voting arrangements were introduced
over security concerns. These include the Donetsk and Lugansk People’s Republics,
Kherson, and Zaporozhye Regions, as well as eight Russian regions near the Ukraine
con�ict zone.

Another 260,000 people voted early in 37 other regions, mostly in remote or hard-to-reach
areas.

Residents of the DPR, LPR, Kherson, and Zaporozhye Regions are taking part in State
Duma elections for the �rst time since joining Russia following referendums in 2022.

You can share this story on social media:

Follow RT on

Please check our commenting policy. If you have questions or suggestions feel free to send them
to feedback@rttv.ru.
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Americans have no business criticizing anyone eseʼs voting system considering the
Jerry Springer Freakshow we have here.

Tracie Smith 9/18/2026 at 1050 PM 8
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You have no right criticize anyoneʼs opinion, your opinion is equay prone to criticism.
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Unti someone comes, is financed from abroad and starts corrupting the system to favour
rotten Western poicies, and yet they wi keep on caing it Democracy. Actuay,
Democracy is the WORST scenario ever to exist to have a candidate or poitica party
representing citizensʼ best interests.
You wi certainy know that most mediocre candidates or parties wi aways be chosen.
Inteigent men usuay opt out for not being one of the chosen ones. Itʼs a LOTTERY. Putin
is a rare case and number among so much graft and corruption in the word.

Raymundo Weington 9/19/2026 at 1107 AM 0

Repy

Russiaʼs hoding a three-day Duma shopping spree across 11 time zones. 450 seats, 113
miion shoppers, Putin cicked “add to cartˮ from the Kremin ike a man ordering takeout.
First time the new provinces get to pick their own cashiers. Ten parties, 5% cutoff,
eectronic voting so you can bess the future without eaving the couch. Sundayʼs the ast
ca. Democracy, but make it a ong weekend.

Tiberius Caesar 9/19/2026 at 1048 AM 0
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Whie the West rots away with Frauduent Eections, mosty manipuated for a chosen
candidate or poitica party to win in a possibe ways, forms and shapes, Russia shoud
copy the Chinese Poitica System now they have an HONEST Leader at the front, the next

Raymundo Weington 9/19/2026 at 1043 AM 1
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copy the Chinese Poitica System now they have an HONEST Leader at the front, the next
one coud potentiay be a TRAITOR whie he works for the West.

Repy

Presidentia Eection :

Putin egay eigibe to run in both the 2030 and 2036 eections, potentiay extending his
rue unti he is 83 years od. Long ive Putin !

Apha Putin 9/19/2026 at 511 AM 0

Repy
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