
Germany was built for stability,
so what happens when it
disappears?
The AfD’s latest gains are only part of the story as Germany’s

postwar party system fractures and stable government

becomes harder to sustain
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The latest state elections in
Germany have con�rmed a trend
that is becoming increasingly
di�icult to dismiss. The issue is no
longer the occasional success of
one party or failure of another, but
the gradual dismantling of a
political system that for decades
appeared almost permanent.

The postwar German model
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©  Sean Gallup/Getty Images rested on competition between
two “people’s parties,” the

Christian Democrats and Social Democrats and this conservative-social democratic axis
provided stability after the upheavals of the �rst half of the 20th century, allowing
governments to alternate while remaining within broadly accepted political boundaries.

Germany adhered to this model particularly closely, so the political landscape expanded
signi�cantly only twice, �rst with the rise of the Greens in the 1980s, which brought the
rebellious generation of 1968 into the establishment, and then after reuni�cation with the
emergence of the Left from the former East German political tradition, but that orderly system
is now breaking down.

The results in Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania and Berlin, following Saxony-Anhalt two
weeks earlier, leap o� the page, as the AfD won 38.2% in Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania,
while the CDU fell below the 5% threshold for the �rst time in a German state election. In
Berlin, meanwhile, the Left �nished �rst, with the CDU second and the SPD falling to �fth
place.  

For the leaderships of the CDU and SPD, it’s tempting to reduce the problem to the rise of
the AfD and concentrate on how it should be contained, but the deeper problem is the
fragmentation of the entire electoral landscape and the disappearance of the political
manageability that Germany once took for granted.

Whether the AfD itself is capable of governing
e�ectively remains another question, given the
party has never governed a German state, while
the established parties continue to reject coalitions
with it.  

Germany is therefore moving towards something
resembling the politics of smaller European
countries such as Belgium, the Netherlands, or
Austria, with fragmented parliaments and
increasingly complicated multiparty coalitions.
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There’s nothing inherently unworkable about such a system and plenty of European countries
function this way, but Germany is di�erent. Its political culture has traditionally valued
predictability and institutional continuity, but if fragmentation now spreads inside the CDU and
SPD themselves, the consequences will extend beyond election arithmetic.

Germany isn’t particularly comfortable with political upheaval and when Germany becomes
politically nervous, its neighbors have historically had reason to pay attention.

You can share this story on social media:

Follow RT on

Please check our commenting policy. If you have questions or suggestions feel free to send them to
feedback@rttv.ru.
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Protest in Paris against bill granting police presumption of legitimate self
defense on September 20, 2026. © Getty Images / Jerome Gilles/NurPhoto

Published 21 Sep, 2026 17:26

Police and protesters clashed in
Paris over the weekend as
thousands demonstrated against a
proposed law that critics claim
would give law enforcement
o�icers a “license to kill.”

Video from the French capital
showed police �ring tear gas and
chasing demonstrators as the
streets �lled with smoke, with
protesters attempting to kick
smoking canisters back toward
o�icers.

Protesters carried signs reading “The people are not a target,” “Justice for victims of police
violence,” and “No to the �rearms permit.”

The demonstrations erupted over a new bill that would alter the legal procedures for when a
police o�icer shoots someone. Under the proposed legislation, the authorities would start
from the assumption that the o�icer used their weapon legally. That assumption could still be
challenged if evidence showed otherwise.
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